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On the Shining Path te Christmas. 


The Pastor Plans to Strengthen His Church Finances 


Protected Slot Offering Envelopes 
“Good-Will” Offering “Adoring Wise Men” 
Envelope Offering Envelope 


CHRISTMAS 
OFFERING 





Our Novel and Attractive Devices Bring Success 


“Camel” Dollar in Dimes “Christmas Drum” 
for Christmas Offering Dollar in Dimes 
A Cutout Design in Colors Collector 


Collects 10 Dimes In Colors 








Artistically printed in bright colors on paper of 


Matthew 2:1 to 6 printed on back : . : se ; ° 
serviceable strength for security. Coin opening admits 


Luke 2:8 to 14 printed on back | 





This is a new design that pos Here is another novel and | . . as a RNY tog Bic 
sesses the virtue of immediate appeal attractive design that will | Pl kels, dimes, quarters, half dollars. Capacity equiva- 
to thé interest of prospective soli awaken or stimulate collector | lent to 75 dimes—designs keyed to success expectancy. 
citor or giver of dimes, toward your and giver-enthusiasm in your io — . ; ; ; 
Christmas financial objectives Christmastide financial aims The artistic picture removes this collector from the ordinary class. 


Size, 3x3% inches. Price, includ Size, 2%,x2%, inches. Price, | The scene has reverential qualities which enhance the inducement to 
ing manila envelope protector, $3.50 $3.00 per hundred, with en give assistance to your cause. 
per hundred ; without envelopes, $3.25 velopes; $2.75 without envel- Size, 3144x514 inches. Price, $1.50 per hundred; $12.50 per thou 


per hundred opes ' sand. 
The Pastor Finds Happy Diversion in Planning His Greetings and Announcements 


Beautifully Printed in Colors on Excellent Grade of Paper—Low Priced. Supplied Flat for 
Additional Printed Matter That May Be Desired, Such as Christmas Worship Program. 
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tions. Prepared by Capable Writers 
Such messages as might flow from the 
earnest Pastor’s heart at Christmastime 

That Are Worship 
Helps 








7 | No. 11—Theme: Christ- 
mas in the Heart 


Rich and handsome 
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No. |t—Christmas in the Heart 


mas Call to Worship 


No.9 Something 
Beautiful!) Happens to 
the Heart 





No. 10—Love’s Gift Day 


Prices 
$1.50 per hundred; 
five hundred, $6.00; one 
thousand, $10.00. Square 
envelopes, 35¢c a hun- 
dred. 


Folded size, 6x82” 


lithographic art. 


Each scene bring's the 
spirit of the church at- 
tendant into closer har- 
mony with the sacred 
Christmas festival. 


They are useful in 
aiding worship and give 
happiness to the con- 
gregation. 


Price, $1.50 per hun- 
dred; five hundred, 
$6.00; one thousand, 
$10.00. 








or we have * 
sem \is Star 
in fhe east =... 








No. 720 
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GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM CO., Box 2, 296 Broadway - New York 
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Publicity 

In an address at the homecoming of 
his church, Dr. C. P. Goodson told how 
the church had prospered because of 
securing newspaper notoriety. He said 
that an outing was arranged to Creve 
Coeur Lake. It was planned that a boy 
should fall into the lake and another 
was to make a heroic rescue. The plot 
worked out to perfection, and the story 
was featured on the front pages of the 
papers. From that time the church had 
prospered, and consequently he was a 
firm believer in printer’s ink and pub- 
licity. 

* * * 

Tickets for church were issued by a 
Philadelphia minister at theater prices. 
He said it was just as legitimate to 
charge for a seat in the church for one 
service as it was to demand payment 
for a pew by the year. 

* * * 
The Bulletin Board 

A Boston Y. M. C. A. placed this 
optimistic announcement on its bulle- 
tin board: 

Topic—The Unpardonable Sin! 
A Bright and Joyous Service! 
All Are Welcome! 

One summer, this announcement ap- 
peared on the bulletin board of a 
Cleveland church: 

Sunday School 
9:30 
Welcome 
Evil Is Contagious 

Another summer bulletin announce- 
ment read as follows: 

No Sunday School 
No Evening Service 
Morning Service in the Chapel 
Subject: Leave Us Alone 

On the bulletin board of a London 
church, in the early days of the pres- 
ent European war, appeared this in- 
junction: 

If Your Knees Knock, Kneel 
on Them 
7 * * 


The Church Calendar 
This amazing advertisement ap- 
peared on a church calendar: “If you 
need salvation see your minister, and 
if you need beauty work, see the B—— 
Beauty Shop.” 
* * * 
Miscellanea 
Because Rey. George Dickenson, pas- 
tor of the Episcopal church at Wyo- 
ming, Ohio, was out of town, his con- 
gregation thought there would be no 
(Turn to page 125) 





day Gilt Books 
AT CHRISTMAS TIME THE WORLD 


GROWS YOUNG 


By AMY BRUNER ALMY 
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Here is a Christmas book as beautiful in contents as 
it is in outward dress, which should be found on many 
a gift list this Holiday season. A book of Christmas 
Stories in which the Christmas Carol finds a large 
place, for again and again, the Story and Carol are 
With Frontispiece $1.50 

















naturally interwoven 


SALT STREAK 


By FLORENCE W. TAYLOR 


A story of American pioneer life during the middle of the last Century, in 
the territory extending from the Salt lick of the Middle West to the great 
Northwest country of Oregon territory. $2.00 


MY HOBBY OF THE CROSS 
By MADELEINE S. MILLER 
Author of “Footprints In Palestine,” etc. 





This fascinating volume blends the travel and human interest qualities 
of an observer who has journeyed more than one hundred thousand miles 
of foreign travel. Ilustrated from photographs made especially for this 
book. $2.00 


A DOCTOR WITHOUT A COUNTRY 
By THOMAS A. LAMBIE, M.D. 
(Former Citizen of Ethiopia) 
Dr. Howard A. Kelly of Johns Hopkins University says: “A thrilling, in- 
structive narrative. It has appeared to me that I was following one who 
walked closely in the footsteps of our great David Livingstone.” 
Illustrated $2.00 


AN OBSERVER IN PALESTINE 
By WINIFRED LOWE FOX 
| A delightful gift book for all seasons is this story of 
- | travel and observation in the Holy Land, by a woman 
| who has eyes to see and ears to hear and the happy 
gift of being able faithfully to report all she sees and 
hears. Illustrated $2.50 


| “I WAS IN PRISON” 


The Suppressed Letters of German Pastors 


| By CHARLES S. MACFARLAND, D.D. 





Thomas Mann, famous author, lecturer, humanitarian 





| , 
: 
| on. 
— eo ; 

—— says: “Its publication is a most important event. I 
trust it will have a great effect.” $1.00 

SECOND EDITION 

“IT WILL BE DAYBREAK SOON” 
By ARCHIBALD RUTLEDGE 
Author of “Life’s Extras” 

“Here are capital stories, delightful human touches and episodes to make 
one chuckle with a kind of mirth that is healing and heartening.”—Boyd 
Edwards. Illustrated $1.00 
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Christian Conscience Number 


This number might well be called 
the “Christian Conscience issue. For, 
from the first editorial through the 
announcement of the letter writing 
contest, the theme seems to be one 
of the Christian conscience. 

Contrary to the letters by some of 
the correspondents, I do not believe 
that the one great issue before the 
churches is to keep America out of 
war. That is secondary to the neces- 
sity of keeping a Christian con- 
science. I can see our people march- 
ing directly into a moral dilemma. 
Taking war profits and having no 
medium of social expression to com- 
pensate for them, the sin is sure to 
deaden spiritual susceptibility. 

It seems to me a deadly sin for our 
nation to bask in the sunlight of iso- 
lation, fattened by the earnings of 
war munitions, yet thanking God 
that we are so much better than 
other nations that their social issues 
are no concern of ours. 

The prize letter contest has been 
planned to bring out ideas which will 
help us in our dilemma. 

William H. Leach. 
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a Ministerial Oddities 
(From page 123) 

service. His place was taken by Dr. 
Charles R. King, a _ distinguished 
Episcopal clergyman, then in business. 
Dr. King had no one for a congregation el - 
except John W. Hill, the organist. The aii | oe 
doctor, however, preached to the walls, 
windows, pews, carpets and pillars. Mr. 
Hill said the sermon was an unusually 
good one. An offering was taken, and 
Dr. King put a $5.00 bill in the bas- 
ket and placed it on the pulpit. 
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This is said mM is fe cables poem Candle Light Service 


in the English language: M. 
How odd 


Of God Will & Baumer Candles are 


To choose 


And this is boas Sineliabes = Gt iain ' ( pa ae 


the Jewish reply: 
































7 





‘? . ws . 3 : 
ann Titting 


Oh, no, : ; 
ta tok This beautiful custom ... the Candlelight Service .. 
F 4 places on the candle maker the responsibility of sup- 
He knows plying candles that are in keeping with its dignified J 
What’s what. symbolism. Will & Baumer candles are made of a 


quality fitting to church use. Manufactured with a ‘ 
full knowledge of their requirements, they have molded é 
into them the craftsmanship of 84 years experience. 


Because of their high quality ingredients and the way 
they are made Will & Baumer candles are smokeless, ‘ 
dripless and odorless . .. they burn cleanly and steadily 
under all conditions. 

i There’s a Will & Baumer candle for every service 
staff of Hunter College and director and ceremony, available in various grades and qualities, 
of speech, singing and radio for the including Eucharistic Candles, Vesper Lights, Vigil r 
Bronx Boro Wide Teachers’ Associa- Lights, ete. And all are made of the same high quality , 
typical of the name Will & Baumer. Information and 





TEN RULES FOR SPEAKING 
BEFORE A MICROPHONE 
Ten rules for speaking before the 
microphone have been given by Miss 
Irma Swift, member of the teaching 


tion. 
“Sis ws teeming wher of samples promptly sent upon request. 
people called to speak over the radio 4 


at one time or another,” says Miss 
Swift, “everyone should know a few 
fundamentals of radio technique.” 

The observance of these ten rules 
will improve the presentation of the 
talk and also help the radio listener. 


Candle Light ©) ¢rvico Xi 


Will & Baumer have 
prepared a Kit suitable 
for the service. The 





1. Speak naturally, calmly and in- 
formally as in conversation or over the 
telephone. 

2. Avoid a monotone, also a too 
highly pitched voice. Don’t shout, the 
control room man will regulate the 
volume. 

3. Express your emotions by ges- 
ture. Your message will come over 
better. 

4. Decide whether you wish to stand 
or sit down to broadcast, whichever is 
more comfortable. 

5. Ask for a voice level. (It is 
usually required.) Ask the control 
room man to give you a criticism. 

6. Start your talk with some strik- 
ing and interesting statement or story 
to attract attention. 

7. When reading from a manuscript, 
which you must send in to the station 
n advance, do so as if you were con- 
versing with another. 

8. Do not rustle the pages of your 
cript in turning them over. 


(Turn to next page) 
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Altar Kit illustrated 
contains the Christ 
Candle which is 20x1% 
inches and the 12 Apos- 
tle Candles which are 
16%x1 1/16 inches. 
Candles for the Con- 
gregation come 18 to 
the box and measure 
64%2x17/32 inches. 


Altar Kit, $3.90 each 


Box of 18 Congregation Candles, 75 cents each 


¢ Vill vee : 5, 


CANDLES 
=Will & Baumer Candle Co.. Ine. 








The Pioneer Church Candle Manufacturer of America 
Established 1855 


SYRACUSE, NEW YORK 
Branches: New York, Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, Montreal 











Copyright, 1959, Will & Baumer Candle Company, Inc. 
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and 


tors, representing Baptist, 


Disciples, Presbyterian 

| A RICH SELECTION of 505 hymns 

| and tunes. Words in clear, read- 

| able type and printed within the 
music score. Binding of excep- 

| tional strength which will with- 

| stand rough usage. 

| 

| 

| 


CHRISTIAN CENTURY .. 
“Among the very best ...A 
magnificent collection. This re- 
viewer played it straight through 
—not at one sitting but in a short 
time. The total effect was inspir- 
ing.” 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT... 
“The selection of the hymns has 
been broad and inclusive. One finds 
the old hymns of the faith, but, at 
the same time, there are the new 
hymns of brotherhood and service. 


Send for Examination 











AN IMMEDIATE SUCCESS 
Published June 1, 1939, already in its third large edition! 
believe this to be a record for an undenominational hymnal. 


Christian Worship 
Wratse 


| Edited by Henry Hallam Tweedy, D. D. 
Assisted by Wallace Tuttle 
| Under direction of a Commission of fifteen (15) active pas- | 


and Dutch Reformed Churches. 


Reviewers Acclaim 


copy. 


A. S. BARNES AND COMPANY 


Publishers of Hymn Books since 1855 
67 West 44th Street — New York 
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Community, Congregational, 
AIDS TO WORSHIP—83 pages of 
worship material including Calls 
to Worship, Prayers, Responsive 
Readings, Assurances and Affirma- 
tives, Offertory Sentences and 
Prayers, etc. 


World peace is well represented 
and the missionary spirit is well 
represented.” 

WORLD CALL... 

“The distinction of this hymnal 
is in its worship material, beauti- 
fully printed, well selected and or- 
ganized for practical use. There 
are litanies, prayers, calls to wor- 
ship, orders of service, responsive 
readings in the first section of the 
book—in our judgment the best 
that we have seen in any hymnal.” 

Introduction price $1.00 
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It seems inconceivable that this fine instru- 
ment can be bought at such a low figure. 
This is made possible through the skillful 
planning and economical construction sys- 
tem of the Wicks Organ Company. This 
saving is passed on to you. 


WICKS ORGAN COMPANY 
HIGHLAND * ILLINOIS: eet CM 





Facts to Ponder 
By Ivan J. Young 








Over 3,000,000 people are ill all the 
time in the United States. 
Sixty-two per cent of the people in 
the world are unable to read or write. 
| 
The liquor traffic gets ten per cent 
of the increase of the nation, and the 
church less than two. 
Out of a thousand youngsters at the 
age of ten, 145 will live to be eighty 
years of age, and at least eight will 
live to be ninety. 
* * * 


The people of the United States owe 





CLARKS “UNITYPE 
BRONZED_ COPPER 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARDS 
_> 


Also 
ILLUMINATED CROSSES 


Manufacturers | 
Est 1914 











| little is better than too much. 


Ten Rules 
(From page 125) 

9. Time your talk carefully before- 
hand and indicate a time schedule of 
progress along the margins of your 
paper. You will then know whether to 
speed up or slow down. 

10. Do not have too much copy. Too 


each other today more than $250,000,- 
000,000. Of these debts, $178,000,000,- 
000 are in private credit institutions. 
aK * * 


It is estimated that 6,500,000 dif- 
ferent families, comprising 20,900,000 
persons, received public aid in Decem- 
ber, 1938, from federal, state and local 
funds. 

* * * 


National Broadcasting Company, 
which has had a long-standing ban 
against advertising distilled iiquors 
over the air has recently extended the 
order to forbid advertising beer and 
wines. 

: s @ 


Women buy eighty-five per cent of 
the merchandise sold, at retail, in 
America. They hold sixty per cent of 
the bonds and eighty per cent of in- 
surance policies, and yet statistics 
show they give less than men. 

* * *” 


There are one million school teach- 
ers in the United States. 
* * * 


It is estimated that the value of 
school plants in the United States is 
$9,900,000,000. 


* * * 


143,000 children in the United States 
are attending school in the one-room 
building. 

*x ~ * 

Nearly 30 million people in the 
United States still take their baths in 
a wash bowl or tin tub. 

* >» * 


876,000 persons are under sentence 
of death by accident during the next 
ten years. 6,300,000 will die of disease 
during the same ten years. 

* * * 

In 1929, there were 36 million jobs 
and 37,770,000 men and women eager 
to fill them. In 1939, there are only 
33 million jobs, or three million fewer 
than ten years ago, leaving a margin 
of 10 million unemployed. 

* * * 


A convict in Washington _ state 
prison has figured the lives of 150 
criminals and found that when totals 
are drawn and divided, these men are 
serving sentences for $26.13 per year, 
or a daily average of seven cents for 
their meanness. 

* ~ * 


If all money in circulation in the 
United States were divided equally, 
each would get $50.38, and if the deficit 
were divided in like manner, each per- 
son would owe $285. The sad thing 
about the whole affair is that most o! 
the people are satisfied with this con- 
dition. 
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The Way of the Pacifist 


HE way of the pacifist is hard. Most con- 

sistent of all, so far as the war is con- 

cerned, he finds his path a difficult one. 
Democratic states are recognizing the rights 
of the conscientious objector; his new difficul- 
ties are found within his own soul. 

For the real pacifist we have much respect 
and honor. He believes that his Lord would 
not participate in war or bless war. He be- 
lieves that war is a sin. He will have nothing 
to do with it. He will refuse to participate in 
any war whether it be one of defense or ag- 
gression. 


For the half-way pacifist who insists he will 
fight for defense but not for aggression we can 
find little spiritual sanction. His motives are 
purely those of self preservation. He agrees 
to fight to save his own. Most any brute will 
do that. His defense will not be found in the 
field of religion but in the social and economic 
world. 


Yet, despite of our admiration for the real 
pacifist we do not belong to that group. We 
admit that Jesus would not carry arms in con- 
flict. We can’t conceive of his doing that. But 
that is only one place where Christ refuses to 
do things which we do as a matter of course. 
Try as we might it is impossible to think of 
Christ as editing or publishing Church Man- 
agement. Yet we do it. We feel pretty sure 
that he would break loose from the restrictions 
placed on a publisher by prices, subscriptions, 
advertising and other things. 


From our knowledge of the New Testament 
we doubt if Jesus would submit himself to an 
ordination council and take the pastorate of a 
local church. Yet most pacifist ministers have 
done that. Let them try and imagine Jesus 
in the round of the parish, making the com- 
promises necessary for success of the group. If 
he should be intrigued into assuming the pas- 
torate of a church we suspect that the whip of 


cords used in the temple at Jerusalem might be 
kept handy. 

The simple fact is that under the pressure 
of human existence all of us do things as a 
matter of course that Jesus would not do. Why 
should the pacifist single out war as the one 
thing in which he must be the example and 
pattern. 

The pacifist, with the rest of us, is already 
sharing the profits of war. There are few 
preachers in the United States who are not, at 
the present time, receiving blood money. The 
business pick-up is based primarily on the 
profits of the European war. The pick-up in 
your church contributions is because of the 
business pick-up. No one can question but that 
a part of your salary or remuneration is the 
direct result of war business. Until the paci- 
fist can refuse to share in the profits of war 
he finds his soul under pressure. Yet who is 
wise enough to decide the portion of his money 
that is “blood money.” 

Unquestionably war is destructive of indi- 
vidual character. That is one of the greatest 
indictments against it. But it may be ques- 
tioned whether war can be as damning to 
human character as a system which permits 
an individual to profit through the murder of 
his fellows while he keeps himself from any 
social responsibility which the situation in- 
volved. 

Circumstances make the way of the pacifist 
hard. As democratic nations relax their pres- 
sure on him he is finding conflicts in his own 
soul. 





Positive Program Needed 


HE foregoing editorial would indicate that 

many individuals and churches find them- 

selves in a dilemma. They abhor war yet 

find that they are taking war profits. Blood 

money burns the conscience. Is war the only 

answer? We think that there may be others. 
(Turn to page 178) 
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“The Church’s Message to America Today” 


HIS new European war is the 

sorriest public tragedy in my life- 

time. It means that my generation 
has failed in meeting one of the great- 
est opportunities ever presented to 
mankind. How better can one begin to 
face this situation than by trying to 
disentangle the church’s. distinctive 
message from the confused voices in 
the world outside? To be sure, no one 
man is commissioned or competent to 
speak for the whole Christian commun- 
ity. Within the church itself will be 
deep differences of opinion calling for 
mutual toleration and understanding. 
But at least a man can try to see what 
it is that, at our best, we ought to ex- 
pect the church, as the representative 
of Christ, to say to America today. 

To put the matter in New Testament 
terms, Paul, in one of the great crises 
of his life, fell back on a description of 
himself that, as he uses it, sounds like 
a rallying cry: ‘We are,” he says, 
“ambassadors for Christ.” Paul was a 
Jew, but in a crisis he could not speak 
Paul was a Roman 
citizen, but in could not 
speak simply as a Roman citizen. He 
belonged to some one greater than his 
race and nation, and in a crisis his 
message had to be distinctive of that 
higher allegiance. First of all and most 
of all, he an ambassador of 
Christ. Alas. for a Christian minister 
now who does not so test his message! 

Indeed, I submit the matter to your 
judgment. When, from the world out- 
side, filled with confused and angry 
voices, you come into a sanctuary of the 
one God of all mankind, what distinc- 
tive note would you like to hear in the 
church’s message? What character- 
istic and differential emphases do you 
think you ought to hear? 

For one thing, you ought not to want 
to hear from an ambassador of Christ 
any repercussions of the hatred out- 
side. There will be plenty of that and 
to spare before we are through. Al- 
ready American clergyman has 
gone into his pulpit and announced to 
his congregation that he had oiled up 
his old army rifle. Already here and 
there one can catch premonitions of 
those hymns of hate that war _ in- 
evitably breeds, and that made the rec- 
ord of our Christian churches in the 
last war so terrible. You ought not to 
want to hear repercussions of war’s 


simply as a Jew. 
a crisis he 


was 


one 


*This address was presented in the National 
Vespers of the National Broadcasting Company, 
October 8, 1939. It is used here through per- 
mission of that broadcasting company and the 


Federal Council of Churches. 


hatred from an ambassador of Christ. 

This does not mean that in the con- 
flict between totalitarian and demo- 
cratic nations in Europe our personal 
sympathies are neutral. The gist of 
our American problem lies in the fact 
that our personal sympathies are not 
neutral. I am taking it for granted 
that, though you feel with me that it 
would be madness for America to enter 
this war still, few if any of us, in our 
personal sympathies, are neutral. Our 
American problem is difficult just be- 
cause our sympathy is not neutral. 

If, then, our sympathies are thus en- 
gaged, if we deeply disapprove dic- 
tatorial government, and concerning 
some dictator, like Hitler, feel as Jesus 
did when the Pharisees told him what 
Herod Antipas was planning, and he 
said, “Go ye, and tell that fox,” how 
can such sentiments escape becoming 
hatred when war propaganda does its 
baneful work, invading even the sanc- 
tuary of Christ? The sovereign rem- 
edy against such hatred in these days, 
I suspect, is humility. You ought to 
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want to hear that in the church. You 
will hear less and less of it outside. 
You ought to desire that emphasis 
from an ambassador of Christ. 
Responsibility for War 

This world disaster is the work of 
all of us. No nation comes into this 
conflict with clean hands. We call the 
twenty years from 1919 to 1939 a time 
of peace; but it was an evil peace, full 
of shameful power politics in which 
every contestant in this present con- 
flict played a greedy part. Do not, I 
beg of you, listen to those who say 
that now all that does not matter—-the 
Versailles Treaty, the perfidy that 
played false with President Wilson’s 
fourteen points, and all that wretched 
two decades of imperialistic greed; it 
does matter. We Americans will never 
keep our heads level, our judgments 
sane, and be prepared for a wise peace, 
if we forget it. 

Granted that Hitler, backed by 
Stalin, is immediately responsible for 
this war! Granted that France and 

(Turn to page 130) 
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Britain at War 


Frank H. Ballard writes of his London during the first month 


of the war. 


He promises a monthly letter to keep “Church 


Management” readers informed regarding the thought of their 
British fellows. 


AM by no means one of the veterans, 

but when I look back and consider 

all that I have seen and experi- 
enced I am amazed at the amount that 
can be packed into a single life. I was 
born in a peaceful England—Victorian 
England. Everything seemed safe 
and settled and the course was set for 
the building of Utopia. One heard of 
wars in distant parts. One knew that 
there were dangerous elements, say in 
the Balkans, but it was all very far 
away and remote from our own con- 
cern. True, we had an adventure in 
South Africa which promised to be a 
walk-over and turned out to be a 
serious struggle. But that was an ex- 
ception and was soon forgotten. All 
through my student days and in the 
early days of ministerial life the 
barometer was set at fair. There 
seemed no reason why there should not 
be all-round disarmament and a thou- 
sand years of peace. Actually I have 
seen England engaged in the Great 
War of 1914-18, and now once more in 
a life or death struggle with an enemy 
who threatens not so much our na- 
tional life as the peace, the independ- 
ence, the freedom of all nations. It 
may be of interest to ministerial read- 
ers in a country that may still seem 
remote from such experiences if I set 
down some thoughts about the two 
wars. I hope I shall have the oppor- 
tunities to write later about develop- 
ments here in Europe; I am concerned 
in this article mainly with a contest 
between August, 1914 and September, 
1939. 

The war of 1914 came to most of us 
as a bolt from the blue. There had 
been men, such as Lord Roberts, who 
had done his best to open our eyes, but 
most of us regarded him as an alarm- 
ist and a war-monger. We read in our 
newspapers of a growing German fleet 
and a mighty German army. We were 
shocked at the murder of the Austrian 
archduke, the ultimatum to Serbia, the 
mobilizing here and there, the arro- 
gance of Berlin. Still it seemed to be 
no business of ours, and we went off 
for our holidays to the sea and the 
mountains with a light heart. Sud- 
denly we realized that it might be our 
business, after all. Our first reactions 






































Frank H. Ballard 








were in favor of neutrality. I remem- 
ber a fateful Sunday: it must have 
been the first in August. I was preach- 
ing that day at a well-known Congre- 
gational church which contained in its 
membership leaders in national affairs. 
There was a hurried consultation in 
the vestry before the services and the 
upshot was that before the service 
concluded a much respected member of 
Parliament who was present should 
move a resolution urging neutrality. 
We passed that resolution without a 


shadow of doubt that it was the right . 


thing to do. But the next day, or 
was it two days after? I am hazy 
about the dates, we knew that the neu- 
trality of Belgium had been violated. 
There was still some hesitation. There 
were still members of the cabinet who 
felt they must resign rather than vote 
for war. But the vast majority said 
the fight had been forced upon us 
and we could do no other than accept 
the challenge. 

Except for the mobilized navy, the 
country was entirely unprepared for 
war. I may assume that it is gener- 
ally known how Lord Kitchener im- 
provised a great army, how men flocked 
to the colors, sometimes in greater 
numbers than the authorities knew how 
to deal with; how men who held back 
were liable to be presented with white 
feathers by girls in the streets. What 
is not perhaps so well known is that 
we were unprepared in thought, and 
not least the Christian ministers. We 
had been preaching peace, but very few 
had really come to grips with the prob- 
lems involved. There were no leaders 
who spoke with conviction, or if there 
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were their voices did not penetrate to 
the little Cheshire town where I was 
working as a young minister. There 
was nothing for it but to take my coat 
off to the subject and wrestle with it 
to the best of my ability. I tried to 
find out what the New Testament had 
to say. I would sit reading Tolstoi far 
into the night. Never have I found 
congregations more anxious to hear, as 
week by week I gave my people the 
results of my reading and thinking. 
Never shall I be able to forget the 
mental perturbation of those months, 
and never shall I cease to thank God 
that I did not preach the jingo sermons 
so many ministers were later accused 
of preaching. I refused to use my pul- 
pit for recruiting purposes. I warned 
my congregation not to believe all the 
atrocity stories they heard, and, until 
I entered the army as a chaplain, I 
tried to prepare men’s minds for the 
return of peace. Gradually the gloom 
of war settled upon us. The men went, 
casualty lists grew, minds hardened, 
and an unspeakable misery filled men’s 
hearts. How we hated and detested 
the whole business! Yet never was I 
able to say that no Christian may ever 
employ force. 
Prepared for War 

The scene was different in September, 
1939. Not only had we tried through 
a ghastly war and all the disappoint- 
ments of peace-making and reconstruc- 
tion, we had seen ambitious experi- 
ments in international co-operation in 
the League of Nations. We had seen 
some successes and many failures and 
a gradual return to nationalism and 
militarism. We had seen revolutions 
and brutal aggressions, and gradually 
we came to see that if we were to do 
our duty to smaller nations we must 
be prepared. Civil servants got busy 
working out innumerable schemes for 
defense, for evacuation of populations 
and key businesses. We knew that 
London was an exposed capital and 
were therefore ready with barrage bal- 
loons and anti-aircraft guns and 
“blackout” schemes and auxiliary fire 
services, and air-raid wardens. A 
thoughtful government had even pro- 
vided tin hats and armlets for ministers 
in certain areas so that we might go 
about our duties in time of raid. 

I was in Scotland when the war- 
clouds gathered. On the first Sunday 
in September I announced to a dimin- 
utive congregation in a famous New- 
castle church that war had that morn- 















ing been declared. All the streets from 
the first night were black. Few 
churches opened for evening service. 
Theatres and cinemas were closed. We 
had expected to be bunched in vital 
places, and pictures of what had hap- 
pened in China and elsewhere and 
stories of what might be expected here 
had prepared us for the worst. With 
some difficulty I returned to the Gar- 
den Suburb on the fringe of London 
where my church is. The place re- 
minded me of Goldsmith’s “Deserted 
Village.” Practically all the children 
had gone to villages and provincial 
homes. At least half of my people 
had evacuated themselves. An emer- 
gency committee of three, which had 
been set up months before, decided to 
close the church—which is large and 
expensive to heat and almost impos- 
sible to darken. Fortunately we have 
large Sunday school premises, and 
there, in an intimacy we have not en- 
joyed for years we are meeting for 
worship. Nearly all the church organi- 
zations have closed down. It does not 
however mean a quiet time for the 
minister, who is kept busy with endless 
interviews and much correspondence 
with the scattered flock. Some of the 
young men will be conscientious ob- 
jectors. The minister must go to the 
tribunals with them. Most are join- 
ing the forces. The minister must ad- 
vise them about the temptations and 
dangers of army life and even be avail- 
able to them when they return on leave. 
There is less time for preparing ser- 
mons, but one has a new sense of the 
importance of pastoral work. 

The nation is united. We wanted 
peace. We disarmed, as many main- 
tain, to the point of absurdity. We 
were prepared to discuss, and took a 
policy of appeasement to dangerous 
lengths. There came a point, however, 
where violence and insults were intol- 
erable. Probably we stood aside too 
long. There came a time when with 
unanimous voice we said we would 
stand aside no longer. We believe we 
have the good-will of the world, even 
though the nations may not feel free 
to express their real convictions. Any- 
way we have a clear conscience and 
are fortified for a supreme effort. Is 
it too much to ask for the sympathetic 
understanding of our friends in Amer- 
ica? May we ask that sometimes we 
shall be remembered in prayer? If 
there are mistakes and annoying inci- 
dents may we plead for charity? And 
will Americans believe that we have 
set out in this terrible crusade not to 
enlarge our empire, not for selfish in- 
terests—though our very existence is 
no doubt at stake—but to relieve na- 
tions everywhere from a horrible men- 
ace. 
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Message for Today 

(From page 128) 
Britain did not want it, and that Hitler 
forced it! Still, never forget who it 
was that made Hitler possible. We all 
did! At the beginning the German 
people ridiculed him, feared him, hated 
him. At a session of the League of 
Nations in Geneva, I heard a German 
statesmen, a liberal and a democrat, 
plead with the nations to show some 
recognition of the nascent, struggling 
German democracy and its problems, 
and warning them that if they failed, 
the German people, desperately though 
they tried, could not prevent some man 
on horseback from stealing the show. 
Bruening, going to Paris, begged 
Prime Minister Laval to help stay the 
tragedy latent in the German situation, 
drifting toward chaos and dictatorship, 
and he was snubbed. The European 
democracies easily could have saved 
democracy in Germany if they had 
cared half as much about democracy as 
now they say they do, and they refused. 
As for us in America, we would not so 
much as join an international organi- 
zation to help. 

Hitler made this war, but we all 
helped to make Hitler. Not hatred of 
any people, but humility becomes us 
now. 

Out there in the world we shall face 
persuasive propaganda, trying to make 
us see one side of this conflict all white, 
and the other all black. There are two 
places, however, where that picture will 
be known to be as false as it really is. 
First, where serious historians gather; 
they know the sordid story of that 
twenty years of power politics. And 
second, a Christian church, where a 
minister dares try to be an ambassador 
of Christ, and amid the hysteria of an 
angry world still keep insisting, ‘All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we 
have turned every one to his own way.” 

A member of my family motored 
through Germany a week before war 
was declared. I have a letter from her, 
dated a few days before war broke, 
from Freiburg in the Black Forest, very 
close to where it is hot today. She 
was glad, she said, to have made the 
trip. The German people were so 
friendly; no one, apparently, was think- 
ing or talking about war. They were, 
she thought, an amiable, kindly folk, 
and she loved them. My soul! in 
Britain, France, and Germany, the 
plain people are like the rest of us. 
Nowhere do they want war! Yet see 
them plunging, like the bedeviled swine 
in Jesus’ parable, down the steep place 
into the sea! Not hatred—no, not in a 
church—but humility and _ penitence 
become a minister of Christ. 

This leads us further to say that 


when, from the world without, you come 
into the sanctuary of the one God of 
all mankind, you ought not to expect 
from an ambassador of Christ any 
idealizing of this war, any picturing of 
it as a holy crusade for godly ends. 
This statement may go hard with 
some one listening in, some British 
friends across the Canadian border. 
My heart goes out to you. When a 
nation is at war, and its sons, brothers 
and fathers are going to the front, the 
people are under an ungovernable co- 
ercion to idealize it. When we have 
to die for something, we have to exalt 
it as a holy cause—how else can we 
stand it? This strange tribute human 
nature pays to high ideals: that even 
when man does the cruelist things he 
has ever done—using new implements 
of war to wreck a continent of homes— 
he has to exalt the doing of it as a 
holy cause in order to make it pos- 
sible. 

Remember, however, that all contes- 
tants on both sides in every war do 
that. The French, British, and Ger- 
mans alike, are doing that. Such 
idealizing of war is not a factual, 
realistic judgment; it is a psycho- 
logical, emotional compulsion. Remem- 
ber how we idealized America’s en- 
trance into the last war as a crusade 
for Christ. One American minister, 
picturing Jesus armed to the teeth and 
going into the trenches, even said 
Jesus “would take bayonet and grenade 
and bomb and rifle and do the work 
of deadliness.” How we-can throw 
even over the devil the mantle of our 
idealizations! Don’t expect such 
blasphemy today from an ambassador 
of Christ! 

Keep America Out of War 

I am talking now, however, not to 
those in this war, but to citizens of the 
United States. We are not in this 
war. If we are wise, we will stay out 
of this war. But if we are going to 
do that, we must from the beginning 
refuse to idealize this war. Whether 
we succeed in that or not will make 
more difference to our getting in or 
staying out than the much discussed 
embargo. 

If anybody here is seriously tempted 
to idealize this present conflict, let him 
remember the last world war. It did 
not settle a single basic problem in in- 
ternational relationships. President 
Nicholas Murray Butler, far from a 
pacifist or a radical, recently said: 
“That great war, with all its terrible 
sacrifice of life, of the comfort and 
happiness of tens of millions of human 
beings and of the world’s savings for 
generations, was absolutely futile.” 
That was the war, was it, in which 
Jesus would have fought? That was 


(Turn to page 132) 
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For I would not brethren, that ye 
should be ignorant of this mystery.... 
There shall come out of Zion the 
Deliverer.—Romans 11:25-26 


HE word “mystery” is frequently 
upon the lips of the Apostle Paul. 
In all probability many of his 
readers had been former members of 
the cult of Isis. Among them doubtless 
were many also who had witnessed 
the Eleusinian mysteries. All these 
would have no difficulty in understand- 
ing what Paul meant when he used the 
word “mystery.” They would recog- 
nize that he was not calling their at- 
tention to some aspect of truth so pro- 
found in its depth, and so far reach- 
ing in its application, that it could not 
be grasped by human intelligence, or 
unravelled by human ingenuity. For 
the “mysteries” of Paul’s day were 
secret societies; semi-religious groups, 
lodges we would call them today, who 
sought, by dramatic presentations, to 
impress upon their members the great 
truths upon which these secret soci- 
eties were founded. These “mysteries” 
each had their secret ceremonies, to be 
witnessed only by the members of the 
society. Those who witnessed them 
knew the hidden meaning of each piece 
of symbolism; knew it because they had 
been initiated into the real meaning 
of each separate item of mummery. 
Recall how Paul reminds the Phillip- 
ians, “I have learned the secret.”f 
The first Christians began very 
early to speak of the “mysteries of the 
gospel.” In their use of the phrase, 
they meant the dramatic facts of the 
life, the death, the resurrection and the 
ascension of Jesus. The Holy Spirit 
had been their instructor and by him 
they had been taught the hidden spiri- 
tual meaning of each event in the life 
of their Lord. In the recital of these 
events, and in the explanation of the 
spirit-revealed meaning they found the 
most effective method of proclaiming 
their gospel. Thus they came to re- 
gard themselves as the God-appointed 
“stewards of the mysteries of God.” 
These mysteries, to their enlightened 
hearts, were far more profound, of far 
deeper import to humanity, than any 
of the pagan mysteries, because back 
of the outward events they saw the 
hand of God shaping history so that 
men might find the right answer to 
their age-old search for eternal life. 
Others might think of them as mere 
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events in history. But the Christian 
knew better; to the church was given 
to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of God. 

As the church sensed the dominant 
mood of each dramatic episode in the 
life of Jesus, they began to speak of 
them according to these dominant 
moods. We have now the Joyful, the 
Sorrowful, and the Glorious Mystery 
of the Gospel. The glorious mystery 
included all the events connected with 
the resurrection and the ascension. 
The Sorrowful Mystery embraced those 
dark and inexplicable days of his suf- 
fering and death—the passion of Jesus. 
And around the Joyful Mystery cen- 
tered all the events connected with 
his birth. All the events of the Gospel 
records that we include when we use 
the word “nativity” are embraced in 
the joyful mystery. 


This then is the meaning of the Joy- 
ful Mystery. Christmas is not in the 
carol-singing with which we usher in its 
dawn. It is not in the cheery warmth 
of the yule-log fire lighting with mys- 
tic shadows the living rooms of our 
homes. Christmas is not in the un- 
alloyed happiness of our children, in 
the lavish giving, or in the joyous 
greetings. Only these know the real 
meaning of Christmas who have come 
to see its hidden meaning, its signifi- 
cance to the world. ‘Unto you is born 
this day, a Saviour!” This only those 
initiates of the Joyful Mystery see and 
know. 

There are those who trace the cus- 
toms we follow in our celebration of 
Christmas to the Roman Saturnalia, or 
to the pagan customs centering around 
the winter solstice. But let us remind 
ourselves frequently of this truth. All 
these customs; revelling crowds on 
Roman streets; pagans praying about 
blazing yule-logs; troubadors singing 
carols on country roads; carousing 


cavaliers, feasting Englishmen; Santa 
Claus ringing his bell over the wire- 
covered Salvation Army bucket as he 
stands on the corner; postman groan- 
ing under stacks of greeting cards; all 
these are not Christmas! Only those 
who have entered into its hidden 
meaning can understand the Joyful 
Mystery. “Unto us a Child is born, 
unto us a Son is given; and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon his shoulders, 
his name shall be called Wonderful, 
Mighty God, Prince of Peace, Ever- 
lasting Father; and of his kingdom 
there shall be no end!” 

Because this Child is Light we light 
myriad fires on our Christmas hearths 
and send candle-beams twinkling from 
our windows. Because the Child is 
Life, and has answered the age-old 


' question of our hearts, we bring ever- 


green trees into our homes, somewhat 
as the Free-mason casts the sprig of 
acacia into the open grave of his 
brother initiate. Because this Child 
is Love, we throw open our hearts as 
well as our doors, inviting the world 
to join us in the glad expression of 
charity and love. Because this Child 
is Laughter, we sing in our streets and 
greet each other with “Merry Christ- 
mas” and “Happy New Year.” To us, 
beyond all question, this period of our 
Lord’s appearance upon the earth in 
human flesh, is the Joyful Mystery— 
beyond our comprehension, but under 
the tutelage of the Holy Spirit full of 
meaning to our wondering hearts. 
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Message for Today 

(From page 130) 
the war, was it, that hundreds of us 
Christian ministers exalted as a holy 
crusade? That was the war concerning 
which one minister said that he could 
see no difference between a soldier 
going into the trenches and a mission- 
ary going to the ends of the earth to 
preach Christ. Yet it was absolutely 
futile. Well, twenty-five years from 
now serious minds will be saying that 
about this war. That is the unspeak- 
able tragedy of it! Don’t ask an am- 
bassador of Christ to idealize it! 

If some one says, but this war will 
rid the world of Hitler, I answer that 
I certainly hope so. Yet the last war 
rid the world of the kaiser, but it did 
not solve a single basic problem. War 
can eliminate a kaiser, but it always 
increases the things that a_ kaiser 
stands for. War can defeat a Hitler, 
but by its very nature it creates Hit- 
lerism and sows dragon’s teeth from 
which a crop of other Hitlers springs. 
Be sure of this—however little you 
wish to be sure of it—this war will 
create more problems than it solves. 
A futile conflict a generation ago 
issued in an evil peace that after 
twenty years of power politics has 
issued in an evil war. Don’t idealize 
it! 

We shall face powerful propaganda, 
centered on making us feel that here, 
at last, is a holy crusade of mass 
slaughter for godly ends. That, I think, 
is factually false, historically untenable, 
and as a guide to America’s foreign 
policy utterly ruinous. But whatever 
else it is, I am sure that it is absolutely 
un-Christian. May the ministers of 
Christ in America not fall victims to 
that pagan delusion! As for me, never 
again will I prostitute my Christian 
ministry to the idealizing of any war. 

This leads us to say further that 
when from the world outside you come 
into the sanctuary of the one God, you 
ought not to expect your ambassador of 
Christ to be content with the slogan, 
“Keep America out of war.” That does 
not go far enough for a Christian. To 
be sure, that slogan is critically impor- 
tant just now. Shout it from the 
housetops! I shall not essay the role 
of political commentator and discuss 
the Congressional debate as to the 
proper method to be used, but you may 
expect me, as an ambassador of Christ, 
through thick and thin, to the last 
ditch, to stand against America’s em- 
broilment in this war. As war goes on, 
however, especially if Britain and 
France are hard pressed, our sympathy 
with democracy is going to make stay- 
ing out difficult. Watch that sym- 
pathy of yours! Sympathy is a power- 
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ful sentiment; it does us honor; but 
few things in this world can cause 
more damage when _ unintelligently 
used. If sympathy is going to decide 
this issue in America, if our emotions 
are to determine whether we go in or 
not, at least spare a little of your sym- 
pathy for home consumption before you 
plunge this nation into another Eu- 
ropean war. 

I have before me a letter from an 
American mother. Her husband was 
in the last war. He was with the Lost 
Battalion in the Argonne Forest. He 
has been an invalid ever since, and she, 
as a school teacher, has supported him. 
And now, as another war breaks out, 
she writes me that she has a seventeen- 
year-old son. Well, after twenty years 
supporting the human wreckage of a 
futile war a generation ago, must she 
start all over again with her son in 
another European conflict? When sym- 
pathy rises, when emotion answers 
war propaganda, that American mother 
and millions of other American homes 
deserve a little consideration. Before 
God and my conscience, I shall not for- 
get them. 


Christian Cannot Be an Isolationist 

Nevertheless, just to say, “Keep 
America out of war,” is not enough. 
That slogan by itself is negative. It 
sounds self-centered. It suggests that 
we have forgotten the world and that 
we acknowledge no _ responsibility 
beyond our own borders. In that sense 
no Christian can be an _ isolationist. 
Did not Jesus say, “Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God”? The question is, 
why do we want to stay out of this 
war? Is it to save our own skins, to 
make financial profit from the miseries 
of others, to be at ease while others 
die? Any Christian who today wants 
America to stay out of war should face 
himself with the fact that he is in 
strange company. Many different 
kinds of people want that; all the 
pacifists and the American Legion want 
that; the stock brokers and the social 
radicals alike want that. All sorts of 
motives—good, bad, and indifferent— 
are massed behind America’s non-parti- 
cipation in this war. No wonder some 
90 per cent of our people want to stay 
out! Why should anybody want to get 
in? 

Surely, an ambassador of Christ 
must have a superior motive for stay- 
ing out. Surely, he must be thinking 
of the kingdom of God in all the earth. 
Surely, if he desires American military 
neutrality, it is because he is convinced 
that only so can America, in the long 
run, make her greatest contribution to 
world-wide democracy, liberty, justice 
and peace. Today let me lay down this 
basic proposition: as an ambassador 
of Christ I want America to stay out 











of this war, because I am convinced 
that America can make her greatest 
contribution to the world at large only 
by staying out, putting her house in 
order, keeping democracy vital here, 
aligning herself with kindred-minded 
neutrals, and when peace-making comes 
preparing herself to throw into the 
scale on the side of a just peace and a 
world organization to sustain it, the 
weight of a free, strong, democratic 
nation, unimpaired by war. 


The one thing that most makes it 
difficult for many Americans to accept 
that policy is a picture which they have 
in their mind’s eye about the way this 
war is likely to come out. Many a let- 
ter reveals how prevalent this picture 
is in the imagination of our people. 
They see Hitler winning in this con- 
flict, and then they picture Hitler, vic- 
torious in the European war, starting 
out to conquer the world in general and 
us in particular. And they say, we had 
better fight now while the fighting is 
good, alongside Britain and France, be- 
fore we have to fight alone against a 
victorious Nazidom with Britain and 
France whipped. If anything carries 
America into this war, it will be that 
picture. 


Therefore, by way of contrast, let 
me draw another picture of the way 
this war is likely to come out that I 
think is a thousand times more prob- 
able. If Hitler ever should win this 
war, it is going to take a long time 
to do it. We can be sure of that. Not 
in a few months or years will Britain 
and France lie down under a trium- 
phant Nazidom. Underline this then: 
In a modern war, long-continued, no- 
body really wins. Prime Minister 
Chamberlain himself, only a few days 
before war was declared, said again 
what many a serious student has said 
before—that no one really wins a mod- 
ern war. So, at the close of this con- 
flict, if long-continued, the actual situ- 
ation would not be a strong, victorious 
Hitler starting out to conquer the 
world. The actual situation would be 
all the contestants absolutely exhausted 
—psychologically, economically, mate- 
rially exhausted—no one of them able 
for a long generation to lift their heads 
again. Europe would be a shambles— 
with Russia, if she keeps unimpaired, 
still strong, her morale undiminished, 
her resources untouched, waiting to 
start a social revolution in the embers 
of a wrecked Europe. If America wants 
to help the world most, she will not 
add herself to that dilapidated wreck- 
age of the nations, as she will in- 
evitably add herself if she goes in, but 
will prepare herself to throw into the 
scales of a lasting peace the weight of a 
powerful democratic nation. 
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A Vexed Problem of Preaching 


Dr. Ward, experienced pastor, preacher and personal counselor, 

will be glad to have your questions of ministerial work and con- 

duct submitted to him. Where advisable the reply will be made 

personally in addition to the discussion through the pages of 
“Church Management.” 


I do not think I would write to you, 
except that you are responsible for the 
predicament in which I find myself. In- 
directly, of course. What I mean is, I 
read an article, some months ago, in 
“Church Management,” in which you 
urged the primacy of preaching. In 
that you almost pleaded with men toa 
abandon the manuscript. You pointed 
out the advantage of the preacher 
being free from the necessity of keep- 
ing his place, receiving the inspiration 
which came from the faces before him, 
and, therefore, finding increased effi- 
ciency in the sermon itself. But what 
you did not do, as far as I remember, 
was to point out the grave disadvan- 
tages of leaving the manuscript at 
home. You did not speak of the extra 
labor of memorizing it beforehand, or 
of the crop of regrets and self-reproach 
which follows when one thinks things 
over afterwards. That fine illustration 
which I had cherished for so long would 
have been just the thing to clinch the 
argument, but what did I do with it? 
Nothing! I forgot it entirely. That 
striking incident on which so much de- 
pended, what did I do with that? Just 
bungled it in the telling. That quo- 
tation from Emerson might have ex- 
pressed my meaning far better than I 
could. And to my dismay, I could re- 
member only half of it. Previously, 
when I wrote out my sermon in full, I 
could place the various illustrations 
where they would do most good. There 
was also a touch of literary elegance 
in the discourse—if I do say it—which 
gave the thought some beauty of rai- 
ment. I then said exactly what I in- 
tended, without any fear of understate- 
ment or elaboration. Consequently the 
effort resulted in a satisfaction which 
is now woefully absent. Shall I go 
back to my manuscript? 


* * * 


ANY thanks for the castigation 
—if we deserve it. But at the 
risk of arousing further wrath 
we humbly suggest that we do not 
merit the censure. And you have ad- 
mitted it. Unintentionally, you have 
justified the course we advised the 
young preacher to take. In which way? 
By asking if you should “go back” to 
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your manuscript. Probably you did 
not mean it that way. Yet, somewhat 
psychoanalytically, you have revealed 
your real self and the grounds for your 
dissatisfaction. We find first that the 
more difficult method has caused you 
to yearn a little for the easier and 
safer way. Then, if we are not being 
ungracious, there is a touch of 
wounded vanity in the statement that 
the sermon does not rank as high as 
formerly as a literary product. So 
much for generalizations. To be more 
explicit, your judgment of your efforts 
may be entirely ill-founded. Your 
standard of values is that of the pul- 
pit. Do they coincide with that of the 
pew? Speaking broadly, a congrega- 
tion would much rather listen to a 
man who speaks directly to it rather 
than one who reads from a manuscript. 
That is, of course, providing that he 
has a message clearly thought out, 
logically framed, and expressed in 
felicitous terms. Emphatically, we are 
not placing any premium on garrulity 
or fatal fluency. We are not advocat- 
ing superficiality in place of profound 
thinking. We certainly are not in 
favor of crudeness or barrenness of 
speech, of carelessly constructed sen- 
tences, with grammatical errors and in- 
volved clauses. Such slipshod and 
prolix speech would be more than of- 
fensive; it would be reprehensible in 
the utmost degree in such a cause. 
Yet there are decided gains when a 
man can preach without a manuscript 
before him. There is a suggestion of 
poise and power. The preacher must 
first master, and then be mastered by, 


By J. W. G. Ward 


his message if he is to sway his audi- 
ence. When he can face his hearers, 
noting the emotions which his words 
arouse, the wistfulness and eagerness 
in other faces, he unconsciously re- 
ceives inspiration from them. Even 
granting that there may be a little less 
smoothness, less finish to the turning 
of a phrase, there will be a glow, an 
earnestness and a spontaneity which 
more than compensate. So unfettered, 
with no need to follow each line of the 
manuscript, the preacher can bring his 
entire personality to the task. The 
hands, which can be so expressive when 
used aright, the play of face and eyes, 
may all contribute to the effectiveness 
of the message. 


All this, however, means not less 
work, but more. To preach without a 
manuscript is admittedly the more dif- 
ficult way. The sermon must be both 
thought out and written out. Thought 
out, because while there may be inspi- 
ration in the moment, it is fatal to 
trust to it. That is the cause of those 
foolish, unbalanced, or indiscreet state- 
ments which cannot be substantiated by 
facts, and which always give rise to 
embarrassment. The sermon should 
also be written out. The reason for 
that, especially during the first few 
years of one’s ministry, is readily seen. 
Lord Bacon remarks succinctly in his 


-essay, Of Studies. “Reading maketh a 


full man; conference a ready man; and 
writing an exact man.” Without ques- 
tion, constant writing gives a man a 
command of the language, an exact- 
ness of expression, and beauty of 
phrase, which cannot be obtained in 
any other way. For the purpose of 
acquiring and enriching a vocabulary, 
for smoothness and rhythm, there is 
no price too high. And that is another 
reward for the labor demanded. 


With the sermon fully written out, 
there comes the further step of absorb- 
ing its thought, rather than the exact 
phraseology. The main and sub-heads 
can then be written out, on a single 
sheet. The illustrative points can 
then be set in the margin, and this 
provides a comprehensive survey of 
the complete sermon. A second sheet 
should have the quotations in verse 
and prose, so that they may be re- 
ferred to at will. If there has been 
careful study of the written draft, it 
will be found that it is quite possible 
to recall the substance of each division 
of the discourse. Without the galling 
task of trying to memorize the manu- 
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script, the sermon can be delivered 
without any hindrance which the paper 
often proves. Due attention being 
given to the voice, gestures, facial ex- 
pression, the whole effort rises in the 
scale of effective speaking. It also 
gains in weight with the listeners. 
There are all the advantages of direct 
speech, plus the discipline and logical 
development of the argument which 
detailed writing has produced. We 
believe that, provided there has been 
this thorough preparation beforehand, 
there is no satisfaction comparable to 
the preaching of the sermon without 
any other aids than the two sheets 
mentioned. 

Admittedly, however, there is the 
other side. Some men are so consti- 
tuted temperamentally that they ought 
not to take the risk. But if they do 
read, they must cultivate the happy 
faculty of being able to read fluently 
and well, without appearing to do so. 
The criticism of the old Scots body 
would not then apply to them. She 
did not approve of a given sermon for 
three reasons. “First, it was read. 
Secondly, it wasna well read. And 
thirdly, it wasna worth reading.” Our 
counsel, therefore, to our brethren is, 
that if they cannot trust to memory, if 
they have honestly tried extempore 
preaching and found it unsatisfactory, 
they should retain their manuscript. 
But for you, dear sir, because you have 
tried it, and because we detect a note 
of longing in your protests, we urge 
you not to be discouraged because of 
relative failure. It may be, we re- 
peat, largely in your own mind, rather 
than in the minds of your hearers. 
Persevere. Practice makes perfect. It 
is the more difficult way. But we be- 
lieve it is the more effective way. And 
so we say, do not be discouraged. Do 
not admit defeat. Try! Try! Try 
again! 





THERE IS NO DEATH 


To him that has entered into life 
in the great war saw his best friend 
blown to pieces by a shell. Standing 
silent for a moment, he said, “It will 
take more than that to stop you.” So 
Christendom addresses Christ on East- 
er morning. The nails that pierced 
his hands and feet did not pierce his 
truth. The spear thrust into his side 
could not reach his faith. The final 
paroxysm of his body did not shake h's 
soul. There at Calvary his own words 
came true—“Be not afraid of them 
that kill the body, and after that have 
no more that they can do.” Aye, no 
more that they can do! Death deals 
only with the transient, not with the 
eternal. Believest thou this? From 
Successful Christian Living by Harry 
Emerson Fosdick; Harper & Brothers. 
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Importance of Baptismal Records 


HE old family Bible, with its rec- 

ord of births, deaths and mar- 

riages, is fading as an important 
means of establishing in the law courts 
the date when some one came into the 
world, made his exit, or married. The 
same is true of church records of bap- 
tisms. The reason for the waning im- 
portance is, of course, due to the sys- 
tems now provided by law in most, if 
not all, of the states for the preser- 
vation of vital statistics as public and 
official records. 


But the new old-age pension laws 
are causing a revival of frequent re- 
sort to family Bibles and church rec- 
ords, as a means of establishing the 
age of some oldster, whose birth ante- 
dates the birth of the birth statistics 
system of his native state or country. 
So, there is a present practical inter- 
est in the effect of church records as 
legal evidence of facts shown by them 
concerning baptisms of long ago. 

Once, in England, only the registers, 
etc., of the established church were dig- 
nified by being accepted in the courts 
as evidence of the facts shown by them. 
But now on both sides of the Atlantic 
such records are received as evidence, 
without regard to denominational con- 
siderations. 

It is usually held by the courts that 
a hearsay recital in a baptismal record 
as to the age of a person when bap- 
tized is insufficient to establish his 
birth date. But where the register has 
been identified as a record of the 
church kept in a customary manner it 
will be accepted as proof of the date 
of baptism, thereby showing that the 
baptized person was born prior to that 
date. Thus in an interesting Mary- 
land case, the fact that a person was 
at least twenty-one years of age in 
1869 was established to a court’s sat- 
isfaction by a record showing that he 
was baptized in 1848, and at that time 
was able to walk. In Connecticut, the 
adulthood of a person who gave a deed 
in 1772 was legally established by a 
church register that showed he was 
baptized more than twenty-one years 


By Arthur L. H. Street 


before he executed the deed. And ina 
New York case, baptismal records of 
a church in Germany were considered 
to show when a birth occurred, where 
it was proved that the particular rec- 
ord was made in the handwriting of a 
former pastor who delivered the rec- 
ords to the witness who vouched for 
their freedom from erasures and alter- 
ations. 





CARROLL GOOD AT NEW 
QUARTERS 


“Carroll Good has moved to 17 Park 
Place; please change his address.” This 
is the cryptic message from our adver- 
tising representative. But I think that 
the reader is entitled to more informa- 
tion. Carroll Good, Inc., is the firm 
name of a house which has specialized 
for some years in church merchandise. 
Carroll Good, organizer of the firm, was 
formerly with Ernst Kaufmann. Leav- 
ing that house he established his own 
business at 150 Nassau Street. But 
business, in four years, has outgrown 
these quarters and more space is neces- 
sary. 

Associated with Mr. Good is Carl 
Yamada, secretary of the firm, who was 
also associated with Ernst Kaufmann. 
In these difficult business days it is a 
pleasure to announce the news that a 
house is growing so fast that it must 
acquire new quarters. Many of our 
readers have sent orders to this house 
and know the courteous treatment they 
have received. 





URGES NEW YORK LEGISLATURE 
INCREASE RELIGIOUS IN- 
STRUCTION IN SCHOOLS 


The state of New York was urged to 
enact legislation permitting three hours 
a week of Bible teaching in the public 
schools by the Rev. T. Basil Young, 
director of program for the New York 
State Council of Churches, before a 
two-day conference on week-day re- 
ligious education held here under the 
council’s auspices. 
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Christmas Every Day 


A Candle Light Vesper Service Arranged by Joseph M. Garrison* 


Theme: “Christmas Every Day.” 

Decorations: Church dimly lighted 
with only side lights. Candles in win- 
dows. Red velour curtains spread over 
choir rail to form dark background 
with manger in center of the platform. 
Manger equipped with small light. 
Reading desks on either side of the 
platform with two seats on either side. 
Choir in general background after the 
processional. Rostrum, reading desks 
covered with white sheets. 

Service begins with organ prelude of 
some five minutes of Christmas carols. 
No light on the manger at this time. 
Only light to be at the organ. 

Suggested carols: 

“Watchman, tell us of the night.” 

“O little town of Bethlehem.” 

“Angels from the realms of glory” or 
others. 

Close with “Hark, the herald angels 
sing.” 

After organ plays through one 
stanza, then off stage in the rear of 
the church young people’s choir sings 
one stanza: 


Hark, the herald angels sing, 
Glory to the new-born King; 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled; 

Joyful all ye nations, rise, 

Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the angelic host proclaim, 
Christ is born in Bethlehem! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, 

Glory to the new-born king. 
The Call to Worship 


1. Two girls dressed in flowing white 
garments enter from the two sides of 
the rostrum with large lighted candles. 
They kneel on the two sides of the 
manger. Light in manger lighted as 
they kneel. The position is held until 
the processional is completed. See 
later suggestion as to what to do after 
processional is completed. 

2. Few moments of silence, no move- 
ment, organ may play softly after two 
girls above are in position. 

38. Enter two girls with candles 
lighted for the two reading desks. The 
candles are placed in stands, and the 
two girls stand at their seats near the 
reading desks. Dress in choir robes 
and surplices. 

4, Enter two boys, dressed in black 
robes and surplices. They come up to 
the reading desks and remain for a 
moment in silent thought. 

Boy on left: Reading. Remain stand- 
ing. 


*Minister, First Presbyterian Church, Columbia, 
Missouri. 
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Glory to God, Glory to God! 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace on earth, good will to men, 
Glory to God in the highest. 
Jas. G. Larson. 
Chorus, The First Christmas Carol. 
Slight pause. 


Boy on right: Reading. Remain stand- 
ing. 

“Unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulders; and his name 
shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince 
of Peace.” Isa. 9:6. 

Slight pause. Remain standing. 

Boy on left: 

May the splendor of this great Name 
Shine and glow with a mighty flame, 
Filling thy life with its glorious rays, 
Filling thy spirit with Christmas praise. 
Frances R. Havergal. 

Slight pause. Remain standing. 

Boy on right: 

“Let every knee bow, of things in 
heaven and things on earth and things 
under the earth, and let every tongue 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father.” Phil. 
2: 10-11. 

Invocation. 

Two boys who have been reading, lay 
down manuscripts on reading desks and 
step behind the reading desks toward 
the manger assuming a posture and 
attitude of prayer. 

Boy on left: 

“O holy child of Bethlehem, 


‘two side rooms. 


Descend to us, we pray! 
Cast out our sin, and enter in, 
Be born in us today. 


“We hear the Christmas angels, 
The great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Emmanuel.” 
Phillips Brooks. 


Boy on the right continues the 
prayer: 

“Our Father in heaven, we thank 
thee for this Christmas day, its hal- 
lowed associations and blessed rela- 
tionships. We bless thee for every 
heart made lighter, for every burden 
lifted, for every path made smoother, 
for the happiness brought to little 
children. In the face of thy marvelous 
goodness to us, we pray for the pres- 
ence of Thy Spirit in our lives that we 
may walk gently, move helpfully and 
witness effectively for thee. We 
would rededicate ourselves to thy serv- 
ice; we would consecrate to thee our 
capacities, for thine is the Kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever, 
and ever. Amen.” 

Adapted, Church Management. 

Boy on left and right resume posi- 
tions behind reading stands. Both boys 
and girls are standing. 

The Candle Light Processional 

Up to this point those in processional 
have remained silent off stage in the 
Each is dressed in 
white sheet to resemble robe and pro- 
vided with a holder with a candle in it. 
One by one they enter. One respon- 
sible for lighting each candle stationed 
at each door. Candles lighted just be- 
fore each member of present-day pro- 
cessional enters. 

Organ picks up “We three kings of 
orient are.” 

1. Enter the ancient procession, 
“Three Kings,” three boys dressed as 
kings, bearing treasures without lights. 
They make their way to the front of 
the rostrum and standing together they 
sing the song. They deposit their gifts 
around the manger, and exit on oppo- 
site side. 

2. Enter a present day procession. 
Organ picks up “O come, all ye faith- 
ful.” 

Candle-light procession begins, mov- 
ing down main aisles passing in rear 
of church and back again to choir loft. 
They sing as they march, and deposit 
their candles in holders arranged 
around the choir. These are made ready 
beforehand. Two of the smaller mem- 
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bers should lead. After entering choir 
loft, remain standing until two girls at 
the manger have left and deposited 
their candles in holders. All are 
standing at this time, readers and choir. 
All are seated as last candle is de- 
posited. 

3. The two girls kneeling before the 
manger stand and deposit their candles 
in holders just as soon as the last 
member of the choir is in place. 

Now the scene is completely pre- 
pared for what follows, bright candles 
are burning and every one is seated. 


The Scripture Readings 

First girl reader on left. Stands and 

reads: 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord, 

And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath looked upon the low estate 
of his hand-maid; 

For behold, from henceforth all genera- 
tions shall call me blessed. 

For he that is mighty hath done to me 
great things; 

And holy is his name. 

And his mercy is unto generations and 
generations 

Of them that fear him. 

He hath showed strength with his arm; 

He hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their heart. 

He hath put down princes from their 
thrones, 

And hath exalted them of low degree. 

The hungry he hath filled with good 
things; 

And the rich he hath sent away. 

He hath given help to Israel his servant, 

That he might remember mercy 

(As he spake unto our fathers) 

Toward ABRAHAM and his seed for- 
ever.” 

Luke 1: 46-55. 

2. First girl takes seat. 
3. Second boy reader seated on right 

stands and reads: 


“Make ye ready the way of the Lord, 
Make his paths straight. 
Every valley shall be filled, 
And every mountain and hill shall be 
brought low; 
And the crooked shall become straight, 
And the rough ways smooth; 
And all fiesh shall see the Salvation of 
God.” 
Luke 3: 4-6. 
(He is seated.) 
4. First boy reader on left stands and 
reads: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
Because he anointed me to preach good 
tidings to the poor; 
He hath sent me to proclaim release 
to the captives; 
And recovering of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty them that are bruised, 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the 
Lord.” 
Luke 4: 18-19. 
(Continue reading.) 
(Slight pause between each of the 
sayings of Jesus listed below.) 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit; for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
—Matthew 5:3. 
“IT am the bread of life; he that 
cometh to me shall not hunger, and he 
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that believeth on me _ shall never 
thirst.”—John 6:35. 

“T am the light of the world; he that 
followeth me shall not walk in dark- 
ness, but shall have the light of life.” 
—John 8:12. 

“T am the door; by me if any man 
enter, he shall be saved, and shall go in 
and out, and shall find pasture.”—John 
10:9. 

“T am come that they may have life, 
and may have it more abundantly.”— 
John 10:10. 

“IT am the good shepherd; the good 
shepherd layeth down his life for the 
sheep.”—John 10:11. 

“T am the resurrection and the life; 
he that believeth on me shall never 
die.”—John 11:25. 

“T am the vine, ye are the branches; 
he that abideth in me, and I in him, 
the same beareth much fruit; for apart 
from me ye can do nothing.”—John 
15:5. 

“T am the way, and the truth, and 
the life; no one cometh unto the Father 
but by me.”—John 14:6. 

“These things have I spoken unto 
you that my joy may be in you, and 
that your joy may be made full.”— 
John 15:11. 

Carol by the chorus of the junior 
church. 

Organ plays one stanza through. “A 
thousand years have come and gone.” 
128 (first three stanzas). Choir sings. 
They stand for the singing and are 
seated following the end of the third 
stanza. 

The Message: “Making Every Day 

Christmas.” 
Both readers stand. 
1. Second Girl Reader on the right. 


“Still Bethlehem the town 

Lies where it lay long ago, 

Its olive orchards basking in the sun, 

Its hillsides set with lillies red and 
white. 


Still brown-faced children play 

Through crooked streets 

And wander on the hills; 

Still men sow seed and harvest grain; 

Still women bake; 

Still runs life’s endless circle 

Round and round, 

And common days are filled with com- 
mon toil. 


But all the world 
Goes the more bravely to its task 
Because once, long ago, 
A little child was born 
In Bethlehem.” 
—By Reba Mahan Stevens. 
She is to continue to stand. 


2. First Girl Reader on left continues: 


“Except the Christ be born again to- 
night 

In dreams of all men, saints, and sons 
of shame 

The world will never see his kingdom 
bright, 

Stars of all hearts lead onward through 
the night 

Past death’s black 


deserts, doubts 


without a name, 

Past hills of pain and mountains of 
new sin 

To that far sky where mystic births 
begin. 

Where dreaming ears the angel song 
shall win. 

Our Christmas shall be rare at dawn- 
ing there, 

And each shall find his brother fair, 

Like a little child within: 

All hearts of the earth shall find new 
birth 

And wake, no more to sin.” 

(Vachel Lindsay.) 

3. Second girl reader continues (on 

right). 

“Tho, in David’s city angels sing no 
more, 

Love makes angel 
darkest shore; 
Tho’ no heavenly 
wondring eyes, 
Love can make your dwelling bright 

as paradise. 


music on earth’s 


glory meets your 


“Tho’ the child of Mary, sent from 
heaven on high, 

In his manger cradle may no longer lie, 

Love is King forever, tho’ the proud 
world scorn; 

If ye truly seek him, Christ your king 
is born.” 
4. First girl reader continues (on 

left). 

“It was not the angels’ singing 
Gave the Christmas thought, 

Not the precious gold and incense 

By the Wise Men brought; 


“Not the shining Star that led them 
On their unknown way; 

’Twas the Christ within the manger 
Made the Christmas Day. 


“So ’tis not the tree and presents 
Make our Christmas Day, 

’Tis not what we get that counts, 
But—what we give away. 


“Tis the joy of loving service 
Makes the glad hours bright, 
Thinking first of others’ pleasure, 

Self put out of sight. 


‘“‘We need never mourn that Christmas 
Comes but once a year, 

Since the blessedness of giving, 
Brings the Christmas cheer. 


“If we keep the Christmas spirit 
In our hearts always, 
Through the whole year we can make 
it, 
Christmas every day.” 
—Annie Johnson Flint. 
The Procession of Love Gifts 


Two girls and two boy readers stand 
together. 

1. First boy reader on left. 

Stands, pauses: 

“Give unto the Lord the glory due 
his name.” 

2. Second reader, boy on right. 

“Whosoever is of a willing heart, let 
him bring it.” 

The two boy readers and girl readers 
come down from the rostrum on the 
two sides and deposit their white gifts 
near the manger. They do return to 
the reading desks, but stand on the side 
of the choir on either side. 
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Choir members pass their gifts, and 
return to choir. 

Members of congregation are then in- 
vited to present their gifts. 

Boy on right: ‘‘We invite the con- 
gregation to bring gifts at this time.” 

Organ may play softly during this 
period. 

The Dedication 

After all gifts, white gifts and joy 
gifts are made, choir sings: 

“The Lord is My Shepherd” anthem. 

As they sing, three girls form tab- 
leau around the manger and the gifts. 

The Recessional 

After the anthem, members of the 
choir and congregation join together in 
singing, 

“Joy to the world.” 

After first stanza, choir members 
still singing, take candles and join in 
recessional, going out side doors and re- 
maining in side room, singing. 

Girls forming tableau continue to 
hold position until after benediction. 

Benediction 
By the pastor from rear of church: 


“Glory to God, Glory to God! 
Glory to God in the highest! 
Peace on earth, good will to men, 
Glory to God in the highest.” 
Three-Fold Amen 


From the two side rooms, chorus and 
organ. Three-fold Amen. 
Girls forming tableau after moment 
of silence leave rostrum. 
Organ Postlude 


ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS 
BY POSTER 


A business meeting is usually 
thought of as the driest occasion of 
the church year and usually avoided 
by all except the inner circle of loyal- 
ists. This year at the First Baptist 
Church of Batavia, Illinois, Roland E. 
Turnbull, minister, through a new idea 
made an enjoyable meeting. The idea 
was to ask every organization or per- 
son reporting to do so by means of a 
POSTER. 

Two young people took charge of 
the arrangements, seeing that organi- 
zations were supplied with the same 
size cardboard, 48 inches by 36 inches,,. 
and were given some help where 
needed in the matter of lettering. 
Two prizes were offered for the best 
posters. 

On the night of the meeting the 
older grade school and high school 
young folk were present to carry a 
poster before the expectant audience. 
As the poster was carried in to the 
playing of the piano it would be voted 
upon as a report and then placed 
aside until five had been displayed; the 
best of five would then be voted upon. 
From the short list the best two were 
judged and prizes awarded. 

The church clerk won the first prize 





Meditation on the Nativity 
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The stars shone softly in the sky 

Save one strange star which burned 
with brilliant beam 

Upon the quiet hills where shepherds 
watched their sheep. 

O’er the town of Bethlehem 

Hung the dark curtains of the night. 

But in a stable, near the inn, a dim 
light burned 

And showed a father bending o’er a 
new-born babe, 

And a weary mother, sweet and fair, 

With face aglow with mystic tender- 
ness. 


The angels sang their wond’rous tidings 

Of “Peace on earth, good will to men.” 

Shepherds sought the babe to worship, 

Wise Men hastened toward their goal. 

’Twas a night of holy wonder, 

Heavenly light suffused the sky, 

Hope was born, and life was given 

A new meaning in the infant born that 
night. 


Tonight we light our candles, 

Join our voices in the songs of joy, 

And chant his birth again; 

The while with straining eyes we 
search the sky, 

Seeking his star. 

“Where is he born?” the query sounds; 

“Where can we find his natal place?” 

As did the shepherds, we would go 

And worship at his feet; 





for a clever arrangement of pictures. 
Her poster showed members added, 
moved, dropped, etc. For dropped she 
had a man coming down in a parachute! 
For retired, a man lazily fishing! For 
those added, a picture of a minister 
giving the hand of fellowship to a 
group of new members. 

One of the deacons said afterwards: 
“This is the first business meeting I’ve 
ever attended in which I craned my 
neck to find out what was coming 
next!” 

























































By Roscoe Mott Giles 


As did the Magi, we would bring 
Our costliest gifts to honor him. 


But not in Bethlehem will he be found, 

In no one spot will he appear tonight. 

Born is the Christ! And waiting to be 
born 

In every heart that waits to welcome 
him. 

We see these candles cast their tender 
light 

Into the bordering gloom: 

We hear the carols sung: 

We sense a mystic wonder in the night. 

Strange, is it not, that we as seekers 
wait 

The while he seeks an entrance to our 
hearts, 

Yet see no star, nor hear the angels 
sing? 

Strange, is it not, we fail to compre- 
hend 

That Christ is here, already here, 

And this familiar spot is Bethlehem ? 


Our hungry hearts have waited for his 
birth, 

And now his presence shines about us 
everywhere. 

The while we yearn for him, 

He reaches out his hands to bless. 

The while we seek for peace, 

He whispers, ‘‘Peace.” 

He knows our hunger for a better 
world 

And waits to lead us in the quest. 

He knows the plan; he has the means. 


Wisdom is his from God, 

And might, and love, and gracious heal- 
ing 

For the wounds of earth. 

He is the Lord, the Christ, 

The Savior of the world— 


He is our Christ, if we are his. 


And so we bow as worshippers. 

Receive, O Christ, our homage and our 
praise! 

Be thou with us, as we would be with 
thee— 

Dwell thou with us to bless our homes, 
and 

In the coming year, lead thou our feet, 

And never let us lose this blessed cer- 
tainty— 

Thou art in us and we in thee. 

This is our Christmas need, our Christ- 
mas prayer. 


AN INSTRUMENT IN GOD’S HANDS 


The poet, Sandburg, sees the crowbar 
at work in the leveling of broken down, 
useless buildings in order to make way 
for new and useful ones, “Make me 
a crowbar, O God,” he prays. A crow- 
bar to raze the old and vicious preju- 
dices, the inherited injustices and in- 
equities, the fear-infested ideals and 
institutions of selfishness and greed. 
Let us pray to be an instrument in 
God’s hands, an instrument that finds 
its worth in doing his will. From 
The Christian Century Pulpit; Sermon 
by Harold Bosley; The Christian Cen- 
tury Press. 
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Christmas Eve Candle 


Light Service® 


The service was held in the Hope Presbyterian Church, Water- 

town, New York, on Christmas eve at 10:30, concluding at mid- 

night. It is primarily a service of candle lighting and carols 

though the entire story of the nativity is revealed in a few 

minutes of time. L. Richard Mellin, pastor of the church, is 
responsible for the arrangement. 


(Church auditorium darkened except 
for lighted candles in windows and on 
candelabra in chancel. A board with 
holes for candles on railing in front of 
chancel—lights for orchestra shaded.) 

Organ Music (beginning 10:15 p. m.): 
“Christmas Song,” Frysinger; “An- 
dante,” Loud; “Luther’s Cradle Song,” 
Vibbard; “Deis Sanctificatus,” Becker; 
“Adoration—Holy City,” Gaul; “Medi- 
tation,” Kinder. 


I. PROLOGUE 


Call to Worship: “Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good 
will toward men” (spoken by pastor 
from some hidden and remote part of 
building—to be heard as from a dis- 
tance). 


A Holy Night: “Cantique de Noel,” 
solo and chorus accompanied by strings 
(to take place unseen and be heard as 
from a distance, preferably from where 
the procession enters auditorium with 
door slightly ajar). 

The Benedictus and Prophecy: . . 
Luke 1:68-78, Isaiah 9:2,6 (to be read 
by pastor from same position as the 
Call to Worship). 


(Orchestra plays a trumpeting fan- 
fare as an introduction to the proces- 
sion and without any pause continues 
with the introduction of the proces- 
sional hymn.) 

(Procession of robed choirs, each 
singer carrying a lighted candle and 
all singing the hymn without books; 
accompanied by orchestra and organ.) 


II. THE HERALDS 

The Processional: 
all ye faithful.” (Congregation stand- 
ing and singing from memory, as 
church auditorium is in darkness ex- 
cept for candle light.) 

The Invocation: By the pastor. (Dur- 
ing invocation, choir members pass 
candles forward to front row to be 
placed on candle rail and some passed 
back to be placed on the large candel- 


Hymn, “O come 





abras in corners of chancel. Choir and 

*Attention to details will make this program 
smooth and effective. It should be given as 
though the story were being told to the world 
for the first time. All the carols used will be 
found in “Christmas Carols We Love to Sing,” 


published by the Theodore Presser Company. 
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congregation remain standing through 
invocation and the anthem.) 

Anthem: “Gloria in  Excelsis,” 
Mozart. (Accompanied by orchestra 
and organ.) 


III. THE STORY 


The Announcement to Mary: (All 
seated.) . . . Luke 1:26-38 (scripture 
reading by pastor, preceded by appro- 
priate words: “A woman named Mary 
receives an important announcement.”) 
(Pulpit has been placed to one side.) 

Carol: “Lo, how the _ rosebud 
springing.” (Choir remains standing 
through carol, “What Child Is This?’’) 

The Magnificat: Luke 1:46-56. (In- 
troduction by pastor: “Mary sings a 
song of praise.’’) 


Carol: “Good Christian men rejoice.” 

A Child Is Born: ... Matthew 1:18-25. 
(Introduction by pastor: “A child is 
born.’’) 

Carol: “What child is this?” 

The Scene in Bethlehem: . . . Luke 
2:1-20. (Introduction by pastor: An 
interesting scene takes place in a town 
called Bethlehem.) 

Anthem: “0 Bethlehem,” 
(Women’s voices only.) 

The Visit of the Wise Men: ... Mat- 
thew 2:1-12. (Introduction by pastor: 
Certain very wise men appear.) 

Carol: “The angels.” 

(Choir remains standing through 
following scripture reading and carol.) 
The Presentation in the Temple: .. . 


Manney. 


Luke 2:22-32. (Introduction by pas- 
tor: The child is presented in the holy 
temple.) 

Carol: “O Sanctissima.” 

Offertory (if any). 

Hymn: “O little town of Bethlehem.” 
(All standing, congregation singing 
from memory.) 

The Christmas Message: (A _nine- 
minute sermon; must be timed to con- 
clude service at midnight.) 


IV. THE CELEBRATION 


Anthem: “There were shepherds,” 
Vincent. 
Selection: “Hallelujah Chorus,” 


Handel (orchestra and organ). 

Carol: “Bring a torch Jeanette, Isa- 
bella.” (Pastor announces this French 
carol by calling attention to the inter- 
national aspect of Christmas.) 

Prayer: (brief). 

Silent Meditation: (People bowed. 
After suitable pause, women sing first 
stanza of “Silent Night” without ac- 
companiment. Another quiet pause, 
women’s voices hum “Silent Night” 
once through.) 

Benediction. 

The Recessional Hymn: “Joy to the 
world.” (All lights are turned on and 
congregation standing.) 

Postlude: “Hallelujah Chorus,” 
Handel. (The repetition of this selec- 
tion by orchestra and organ is inten- 
tional.) 





NEW GENERAL SECRETARY FOR 
THE AMERICAN BIBLE 
SOCIETY 


The board of managers of the Amer- 
ican Bible Society announces the elec- 
tion of the Rev. Frederick W. Cropp, 
D.D., as a general secretary of the 
society, to succeed Dr. George William 
Brown, whose resignation took effect 
last November. Dr. Cropp, who will 
take up his duties on November 1, will 
share with General Secretary Eric M. 
North the oversight of the society’s 
world-wide work with particular re- 
sponsibilities for scripture distribution 
in the United States and the relation- 
ship of the society to the churches. 

A native of Ohio, Dr. Cropp gradu- 
ated from the College of Wooster, 
Wooster, Ohio, and received his theolog- 
ical training from the Theological Sem- 
inary, Princeton, New Jersey. In June, 
1939, he was awarded the degree of 
doctor of divinity by Centre College, 
Kentucky. Dr. Cropp has served but 
one church in the ten years of his pas- 
toral experience, the historic First Pres- 
byterian Church of Wheeling, West Vir- 
ginia, to which he went first as assist- 
ant pastor and has served as pastor 
since 1931. 





CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1939 





The Twelve Apostles 


AS THEY APPEAR, CARVED IN WOOD, IN THE REREDOS 
OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, 
MOLINE, ILLINOIS.* 


MONG the beautiful 
churches of the country, 
churches which have 

sought in their construction to 
bring to life the Gothic beauty 
of the past, one worthy of 
much attention is the First 
Congregational Church of Mo- 
line, Illinois, William Robert 
Hodgson, minister. The cover 
picture gives you a good con- 
ception of the altar and rere- 
dos. These detailed pictures 
of the wood carved reredos 
make an opportu- 
nity for closer 
study. 

The sanctuary of the church 
possesses beauty, dignity and 
spirituality. 

Upon entering, one looks 
down the full length of one 
hundred and thirty feet before 
the eye rests upon the altar, 
reredos and the Trinity win- 
dow, vibrant with deep blues, 
reds and blending colors. The 
high ceiling of the nave carries 
through from the foyer to the 
rear of the chan- 
cel. This great 
length and height 
have a very decidedly exalting 
effect upon the emotions. 

The floor is of Vermont 
stone, laid in rectangular blocks 
of varied sizes, in colors of 
mottled green and purple, ~°d, 
brown, grey and black. The 
ceiling, set in panels between 
the great oak beams, is of quiet 
tile laid in square, smooth tex- 
ture blocks of grey and cream 
shades. The acoustic qualities 
are such that the 
voice of a little 
child can easily be 
heard from the chancel to the 
rear of the nave and there is 
no trace of an echo from a 
heavy voice or the full organ. 


St. Peter 
St. Jude 


St. Simon 
St. Thomas 


St. Matthew 
St. Philip 


Above, the chancel is sepa- 
rated ffom the nave by a hand- 
carved oak rood beam, over the 
center of which stands a large 
cross and upon which is carved 
the inscription, “Sanctus, Sanc- 
tus, Sanctus, Dominus, Deus 
Omnipotens.” (Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty.) 
Below, the chancel is sepa- 
rated from the nave by a hand- 
somely carved pulpit over 
which hangs an_ acoustical 
canopy, the lectern, the chan- 
cel rail and 
four steps 
made of Ver- 
de Antique and Roman Tra- 
vertine marble. The entire 
chancel floor is of the same 
Vermont stone as is on the 
floor of the nave. 

The walls of the chancel are 
built of delicately colored, grey 
and buff limestone. The high 
columns and graceful arches 
are of the same material. 

The pulpit, lectern, reredos, 
pulpit canopy and choir can- 
opy, the choir 
stalls, the St. Bartholomew 

‘ : St. Andrew 
prie-dieu and 
altar screen are all hand 
carved from selected fine- 
grain Appalachian white oak. 
In the reredos are hand-carved 
figures representing the 
twelve apostles. In the pulpit 
are larger figures of Jesus, 
Louis Pasteur, Abraham Lin- 
coln, Jane Addams and David 
Livingstone. In the lectern, 
the figure is that of Hosea, 
the prophet of love and right- 
saan = St. James, Major 
the individual nn 
and social gospel. The wood 


St. James, Minor 
St. Paul 


is so finished that it blends | 
harmoniously with the stone | 


walls of the chancel. 


*Chancel and choir woodwork designed and fabricated by 
Ossit Church Furniture Company, Janesville, Wisconsin 
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Habits in the 
House of God 


N 1827, more than one hundred 

years ago, there was published the 

second edition of a book with the title 
Letters on Clerical Manners and Habits, 
addressed to a student in the theolog- 
ical Seminary at Princeton, New Jer- 
sey. Its author was Samuel Miller, 
D. D., professor of ecclesiastical history 
and church government in that institu- 
tion. 

The book contains a chapter entitled 
“Habits in the Pulpit and in the 
House of God.” There have been many 
changes in the religious world and also 
in the mode of conducting worship since 
the book was written, but many of 
Dr. Miller’s suggestions are pertinent 
today. He offers the following “plain 
counsels.” 

1. Avoid all unnecessary expense of 
spirits, voice and strength immediately 
before going into the pulpit. Make a 
point of entering on the service in all 
freshness and fulness of your strength 
and spirits. Then you may hope to 
perform them with vigor and anima- 
tion. The preacher is extremely un- 
wise who sits up late on Saturday 
night making preparation for the next 
day. 

2. Instead of eating more, eat less 
than on other days. Of all mistakes 
on this subject, that is the greatest 
which dreams of deriving unusual 
strength and animation from an un- 
usual indulgence in solid food. 

3. Never habituate yourself to the 
use of many of those tonics, nourishing 
draughts and clearers of voice of 
which many make such abundant use. 
Guard against the miserable servitude 
of having a dozen little wants which 
must be supplied before you can ascent 
the sacred desk. 

4. Go from your knees to the pulpit. 
The more thoroughly your mind is 
steeped in the spirit of prayer and of 
communion with God, the more easy 
and delightful will it be to preach and 
the more rich and spiritual will your 
preaching be. 

5. Make a point of being as per- 
fectly punctual as possible in attend- 
ing at the appointed hour for public 
service. A punctual minister makes a 
punctual congregation. Country con- 
gregations are frequently permitted 
by the minister to wait for his arrival 
half an hour. 

6. Let your mode of entering the 
house of God and of walking along the 
aisle toward the pulpit, be grave, dig- 
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nified, and yet perfectly simple and un- 
affected. Few things are more unbe- 
coming than to see an ambassador of 
Christ walking with hurried steps, or 
in a light, airy manner. 

7. Let every look, motion and atti- 
tude in the pulpit correspond with the 
gravity of your character and the 
solemn purpose for which you ascent 
it. Let there be no roving of the eye, 
no adjustment of the dress, no abrupt, 
rapid motions, no tossing about of 
books. But let your whole demeanor 
be of a sedate, gentle character. 

8. I have noticed in some ministers a 
striking want of dignity in almost 
everything they did in the pulpit. The 
incidental things they did were done in 
a manner more adapted to promote 
ridicule than impressions correspond- 
ing with the Sabbath and the house of 
God. 

9. Let not your commencement of 
the public service, either as to voice or 
manner, be abrupt, harsh or loud, but 
studiously gentle and_ reverential. 
Everything that looks like haste, or the 
want of due solemnity, never fails to 
repel correct minds. 

10. Be not in haste to pass from 
one part of the service to another be- 
fore the preceding is finished. Do not 
rise for prayer before the psalm is 
completed. Do not stand up and turn 
over the leaves of the Bible, looking 
for your text, during the singing. The 
minister who does this fails to unite 
with his fellow worshippers in singing 
the praises of God. 

11. But sometimes a still more 
striking indecorum occurs. It is that 
of a minister who, while a brother is 
officiating in prayer, has been occupied 
in looking for the psalm which was to 
succeed, or for the chapter which was 
to be read. It is difficult to speak of 
such a practice in terms of sufficiently 
strong reprobation. 

12. Let me advise you in public 
prayer always to close your eyes. 
Some ministers of our church of no 
inconsiderable eminence, have been in 
the habit of doing this (keeping the 
eyes open) to the great annoyance of 
many who witnessed it. Dr. Doddridge 
seems to give it the sanction of his 
advice, but it should be avoided. 

Study ta administer the sacraments 
of the church in a manner adapted to 
make a distinct and solemn impres- 
sion. Let there be no appearance of 
coarseness, haste or carelessness in 





Pulpit and in the 


By Thomas H. Warner 


your mode of administering these pecu- 
liarly interesting ordinances. 

14. Guard against making your pub- 
lic services too long. Whitefield said 
that a sermon of more than an hour 
long, though preached by an angel, 
would appear tedious unless the hear- 
ers were angels too. No sermon ought 
to be more than forty-five minutes in 
length, nor ought the whole service to 
be longer than an hour-and-a-half. 

15. Never render yourself remark- 
able by continually making a display 
of a white handkerchief in the pulpit. 
Have such a handkerchief and use it 
on proper occasions, but to hold it up 
frequently and in a flourishing man- 
ner, is unworthy of a man of sense. 

16. When you have occasion to re- 
prove any disorderly person in the 
house of God, guard against indulging 
or betraying irascible feeling. Never 
attempt to taunt the offender by sar- 
casm, or to turn the laugh on him by 
wit. 

17. Let your deportment in quitting 
the pulpit and withdrawing from the 
church be of the same general char- 
acter with that which was recommend- 
ed in approaching and entering it. Dis- 
countenance the practice of stopping to 
converse with a number of individuals. 
On the score of example, ministers 
ought to retire from the house of God 
in serious and solemn silence. 

18. When you are seated in the pul- 
pit with another minister let your con- 
versation with him be in a low and in- 
audible voice. I have known ministers 
to talk so loudly as to be heard almost 
over the whole church. Let all conver- 
sation in the pulpit be conducted in a 
whisper, audible to none but those who 
are engaged in it. 

19. Do not converse aloud or talk 
jocularly at funerals. Ministers owe it 
to decorum not to join in conversation 
of that kind. Surely on such occasions 
your discourse, your countenance and 
your tone of voice ought to be grave, 
thoughtful and subdued. 

20. Carefully avoid making th: 
prayer a vehicle of flattery to him 
who has just preached, or is about to 
perform that service. This is fre 
quently done, and yet it is obviously, 
in a high degree, both criminal and 
contemptible. Let me also warn you 
against making acknowledgment of the 
official help afforded you in the servic: 
by flattery, which if it does not min- 
ister to their vanity, is too fulsome t 
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be mischievous. If it is necessary to 


express a favorable opinion of a ser- 
mon let it be done with studied mod- 
eration. 


21. When you appear in the sanc- 
tuary as an ordinary hearer, let your 
deportment exemplify those rules of 
meek and respectful attention which 
you inculcate on others. It has been 
remarked that some clergymen are 
among the most inattentive and irrev- 
erent hearers that enter the house of 
God. 


22. Avoid much exposure to cold air 
immediately after leaving the pulpit. 
Cold air received into the lungs, or 
striking on the body, while one is warm 
with speaking, is peculiarly danger- 
ous. 


23. When you have been a hearer, 
do not quit the church criticizing the 
sermon, and especially in an audible 
voice. Always be a candid hearer of 
other men’s sermons. When you can 
speak favorably of them do so. When 
you are constrained to censure, do so 
gently and as privately as possible. 

24. Finally, as I advised you to go 
from your knees to the pulpit, so I 
would with equal earnestness advise 
that you go from your pulpit to your 
knees. It was well remarked by an 
old divine that “the minister who is 
more before his people in public, than 
he is before God in private, has little 
reason to expect a blessing on his 
labors.” 


Such are the counsels given to a stu- 
dent more than a century ago. They 
indicate that the ministers of that day 
were not above criticism. They also 
furnish a “yardstick” Jor the modern 
minister. 





KANSAS CONGREGATION SPON- 
SORS “CHURCH OF THE 
COUNTRY” TOURS 


For the fifth year Sunday night 
“country good will tours” have been 
conducted by the Wakeeney, Kansas, 
Church under the leadership of its pas- 
tor, H. H. Beers. “The Church of the 
Country,” as it is called, meets on 
summer Sunday nights in the yards of 
farmers in various areas of the coun- 
try. The Sunday school lesson for the 
day is the basis of the talk. In addi- 
tion, the pastor, with the aid of the 
county register of deeds, gives an ab- 
stract of the history of the farm where 
the meeting is held and leaves it with 
the owner. The church supplies the 


farmer with postal cards in advance so 
he may send out invitations to neigh 
bors and friends. 
lows each service. 


A social period fol- 








GREETING CARDS 





ble Longer the List- 


Sometimes the task of Christ- 
mas shopping seems endless 
in the variety of gifts to be 
chosen for friends, classes, 
pastor or church. Appropriate 
greeting cards are hard to 
find. Try the Presbyterian 
Book Store nearest you. 


-bhe Easier ta Fill 


For pastor, superintendent, teacher or Christian worker, these 
attractive colored cards, with Bible texts and Christmas message 


are equally appropriate. The designs are printed in varied colors 


on a background of white parchment paper. 
Text: “Lo, the star went before 


X 103—Shepherds at Manger. 
them.” 


$2.50 a hundred. 


X 104—Church Interior. Text: “Thanks be unto God for His un- 


speakable gift.” 
PROGRAM FOLDERS 


A Christmas service printed on these folders is just so much 


more permeated with the spirit of the season. 


Lithographed in 


colors on white, linen-finished stock, they come unfolded. Large 
sizes, 8%x11, $1.50 a hundred. 
715—Shepherds in Fields. Text: “Let us go even unto Bethlehem.” 


720—Wise Men. Text: 


“For we have seen his Star in the east.” 


716, 721—Small sizes, 5%x6%, 75 cents a hundred. 


CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FOLDER 


Particularly suitable for pastor and church workers, this combination 
folder and envelope is exceptionally useful. After the card has been 


signed, it may be folded to form its own envelope. 


1% cents postage. 


900—Shepherds (color) with text. 


These are only a few of the many, many 


It requires only 


35 cents a dozen; $2.75 a hundred. 


PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 











items to be found in Presbyterian Book PHILADELPHIA........... Witherspoon Building 
Stores this Christmas season. Come in NEW YORK............+00005: 156 Fifth Avenue 
and shop around or send for our com- IONE hs <46-v'nccah Kea cans Granite Building 
a : I hn clean mewsio mas 8 South Dearborn Street 

plete Christmas catalog to your nearest gan FRANCISCO........... 234 McAllister Street 
Ae 3 4 311 South Spring Street 
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A CHRISTIAN CALENDAR by WALTER A. MAIER 








DEVOTIONAL CALENDAR 
Prepared by 
Dr. Walter A. Maier 
of LUTHERAN HOUR fame 

New! Enlarged! Soundly Christian! 

——embodies these attractive features: 

@ A constructive, Christ-exalting devotional 
message for each day of the year. 

@A timely, Christ-centered prayer. 

@ A challenging suggestion for private inter- 
cession. 

@ An uplifting, Christian, thought-provok- 
ing sentiment for the day. 

@ A vital, appealing selection from Christian 
hymnody. 

® _ coordinated systems for Bible read- 
ng. 

@A special section giving an historical or 
biographical event for which the day is 
famous. 





@ Full and complete calendar information. 
@ Can be hung on the wall or set on a table. 
Millions have heard Dr. Maier over the 
radio; now his messages are available for 
each day in this attractive form. Secure a 


copy for yourself! Send a copy to your 
friends! Price, only 60c postpaid; $6.00 a 
dozen. plus postage. 
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Mr. 
large city parishes. 


OST ministers would. The city 
dominates American life. It 
sets the pace in dress, amuse- 
ments and even in religion. A call to 
the city is indubitable evidence of suc- 
cess. Yet many a man has discovered 
to his sorrow that the invitation of a 
metropolitan pulpit committee may 
prove to be the voice of a heartless 
siren wooing one to destruction! 
Three of many instances come to 
mind. X had been the popular preacher 
of a sizeable place before he was lured 
into Megapolis. Everyone knew him; 
he spoke on all public occasions. He 
went to town with high hopes; but 
there were no high school baccalau- 
reates or union memorial day services 
when he could appear before the en- 
tire community. His circle of acquaint- 
ances never extended far beyond the 
membership of his church. He worked 
hard, did tolerably well, but never 
really enjoyed himself. Now that he 
is back in a smaller place his face 
beams when you meet him. Because 
of an excellent record as a pastor Y 
was called from an Iowa town to an 
old Chicago church. He gave the same 
conscientious friendly service as al- 
ways but nothing happened. He couldn’t 
find the combination which would open 
the lock, and went back to a smaller 
city. After breaking the hearts of 
two more men the church died. Z 
thought that Central was a “good 
church.” The people were nice, and 
some of them had money. But the 
congregation had had a stormy past, 
and for ten years had been held to- 
gether by a popular appeal to the 
drifting crowds of the city. Z did not 
even know how to find people in the 
city, let alone catch their interest. 
After a hectic cruise he had a nervous 
breakdown, and in about three years 
the church merged with another con- 





Scotford analyses the advantages and disadvantages of 
Whether your work is city, town or open 
country you will profit through the reading of his discriminating 
study. 





gregation. 

Fortunately not all city churches 
are tottering to a fall. For the man 
who knows what he is getting into 
many urban pulpits offer substantial 
advantages. 

Almost always a city church will pay 


‘a better salary than a congregation of 


corresponding size in a small com- 
munity. Under our existing economic 
order money flows into the city, while 
city dwellers are more accustomed to 
parting with their shekels than are 
their country cousins. They both have 
more money and spend more readily. 

Yet the difference in salary should 
not be taken at its face value. Often 
there is the item of rent to be con- 
sidered. Thanks to the way congrega- 
tions scatter, the city minister is 
likely to put more miles on his car 
than a town pastor. Many Metropol- 
itan pastors use up more gasoline 
than do men serving so-called larger 
parishes. Inevitably more meals are 
taken away from home. There are 
fewer gifts left at the minister’s door. 
Invitations to dinner in the homes of 
the parish are rare. Except in un- 
usual situations, perquisites are less. 
Yet if a man will exercise self-control, 
he will probably be better off financially 
in the city than elsewhere. 
Advantage of City Church 

A more unequivocal advantage en- 
joyed by the city pastor is a far greater 
degree of privacy for his family. His 
wife and children do not spend their 
days in the proverbial goldfish bowl. 
Although they enjoy a number of social 
advantages, they are privileged to live 
their lives pretty much like everybody 
else. There need be little entertaining 
and comparatively few visitors in the 
home. The sons and daughters of city 
ministers tend to be a more normal 
lot than those who grow up in the 
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unremitting eye of the small town 
public. 

For the minister himself the city 
offers fellowship with his own kind 
and many opportunities for inspira- 
tion. In a place of any size a pastor 
will discover a _ kindred ministerial 
spirit or two with whom he may pal 
around and to whom he can tell his 
troubles. From time to time he will 
have a chance to sit at the feet of the 
thinkers of the day and listen to their 
words of wisdom. That which the 
mass of ministers must get through 
their eyes he often secures through his 
ears. 

Over against these advantages a city 
church has a number of rather subtle 
drawbacks. 


If you relish the role of being a com- 
munity character who is known and 
seen of all men, keep away from a 
city pulpit. The larger the metropolis 
the fewer the ministers who are known 
to the public at large. Since the death 
of S. Parkes Cadman there is only one 
man in New York whom everyone has 
heard about, Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
In Chicago there just isn’t any list of 
notable preachers. The ordinary city 
pastor leads an obscure life with the 
scantiest of acquaintance with the 
spotlight of public attention. The 
high schools have no _ baccalaureate 
services, and ministers don’t make 
commencement addresses. Even the 
luncheon clubs aren’t interested in free 
speech from the clergy. Lodges are 
more hospitable, but the larger the 
city the smaller the part which they 
play in its life. The minister is cut 
off from the public contacts which 
make life interesting in a small place. 
He is very much of a private citizen. 

On the other hand, the minister who 
stays in a city church for a number of 
years and who wins general approval 
will gradually acquire a rather aston- 
ishing measure of personal influence. 
He will come to know influential peo- 
ple in the hospitals, the social institu- 
tions, the police stations, the courts 
and even the jails. He may get the 
ear of bankers and the school officials. 
Even the clerks in the stores will learn 
to know him. But the call to a city 
church does not automatically bring 
these contacts; they are the fruit of 
years of faithful coming and going. 
In every city there are a few ministers 
who really “know the town,” and they 
may not be in the largest churches! 
As a group city people are not as 
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much given to sermon tasting as those 
who live in less conspicuous places. 
The people want good preaching, but 
they are little disposed to compare one 
sermonizer with another. Each con- 
gregation is a social unit which is in- 
clined to be oblivious to what is hap- 
pening on the next corner. There is 
surprisingly little ecclesiastical com- 
petition in the city. Listening to a man 
preach is only one of several influences 
which draw a congregation together. 
Cities tend to deflate men who put 
much store by their sermonic exploits. 

Perhaps the greatest handicap under 
which the city minister labors is the 
atmosphere of instability by which he 
is surrounded. Some urban congrega- 
tions disappear almost over night. One 
church of a thousand members was 
dissipated in five years. Of course not 
all urban churches are in the “mori- 
turi salutamus” class—but it is hard to 
find a congregation where “the neigh- 
borhood has not changed.” In fact 
the minister who turns his face towards 
the city needs to read, mark and in- 
wardly digest the statement ‘all neigh- 
borhoods always change.” When that 
happens the minister has just two 
courses open to him—he can pursue 
his people to their new abode or he 
can find a new constituency. Either 
procedure is a bit lively. But a chang- 
ing neighborhood is no excuse for 
failure in the city—it is just one of 
the rules of the game. Grousing about 
it is like barking at the moon. City 
people simply will not “stay put.” 
Joshua may have stopped the sun, but 
the preacher can’t stop the moving van. 
Running a city church is an exciting 
business. Almost anything can happen! 

The net result of these conditions is 
that the successful city minister leads 
an inconspicuous but exceedingly ac- 
tive life. The only answer to most of 
his problems is hard work. The public 
does not flow into his church. He must 
find a lot of new people each year to 
take the place of those who will have 
gone elsewhere. He learns to follow 
through on a multitude of personal 
contacts. His calls run to astonishing 
numbers. Much of his work is done 
under cover of darkness. Aside from 
Saturday night, he is home by appoint- 
ment only. He communes with his 
family in the summer time. 

For this ceasless activity the minis- 
ter reaps some unexpected rewards. A 
discerning person has observed that in 
the towns people tell you all about 
their neighbors but nothing about 
themselves, while in the city they tell 
you nothing about the folks next door 
but all about their own hopes and 
fears. The pastor profits from this 
situation. A city is a lonely place. 
Relations are few, neighbors are not 
cultivated. The right sort of a min- 
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ister receives numerous confidences 
from all sorts of people. He often 
wonders what will happen next. Life 
is rarely dull. 


Such are some of the lights and 
shadows of a city pastorate. Each man 
must decide for himself whether to 
tempt fate by lifting up his voice in 
some metropolis. Our plea is that he 
go to the city with his eyes open. A 
city pastorate is something different 
from a county seat town pastorate on 
a larger scale; it is another sort of | 
life. If public attention means much | 
to a man, we advise that he stay in | 
a smaller community; if a man loves | 
to work with people and does not care | 
about applause, he may find his place | 
in the city. Unless one has had some 
experience of city life it is dangerous 
to take a large church in a city.: A 
minister has enough troubles without 
“learning his way around” in urban 
life after assuming a pastorate. The 
city has plenty of perils for the 
preacher, but for the man who is will- 
ing to pay the price in hard work and 
self-forgetting service it also offers 
large rewards. 
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Here is an idea which is suitable for many adaptations. There 
are many good Christmas stories which can help out im the 


Christmas program where there is opportunity for limited prep- 
aration. Vellenga’s idea is to work the story into some kind of a 
drama for its greatest effectiveness. 


CHARACTERS 

THE REVEREND MR. LIVING- 
STONE, the minister of a small vil- 
lage church. He is a sympathetic, 
kindly, unassuming, middle-aged man. 

MRS. GOODFIELD, a young widow 
lady between twenty and thirty years 
of age. Her mien should indicate that 
she has recently passed through a 
great sorrow. 

THE GOODFIELD CHILDREN: 
Robert aged 10, Ella Louise 8, Anna 6, 


Catherine 4, and Harold 2. 
* * * 


TIME: About 5:00 p. m., the day 
before Christmas. 

PLACE: Living room of the Good- 
field home. 


TIME OF PLAYING: From 30 to 
45 minutes depending on how much 
time is taken in telling the story. 

COSTUMES AND PROPERTIES 

Mr. Livingstone is dressed in con- 
ventional business clothes. He enters 
in overcoat, hat and gloves carrying 
a bushel basket filled with packages. 
Mrs. Goodfield and children are dressed 
plainly but neatly. Robert has a draw- 


ing book, pencil, and crayons; Ella 
Louise has a doll. 
SCENE: The living room in the 


Goodfield home. There is no Christmas 
tree, but a few meager decorations 
here and there indicate the holiday sea- 
son. The room is plainly furnished 
with two straight-backed chairs, an 
easy chair, a day bed, a footstool, and 
a table in the center on which is a 
lighted kerosene lamp and a Bible. A 
violin case and guitar are seen in one 
corner. The room is tidy. There are 
two entrances to the room: the one to 
the right opens to an adjoining room; 
the one to the left to the out-of-doors. 
As the curtain opens Robert is seen 
seated at the table sketching in a 
drawing book. Ella Louise, seated on 
the floor near the table, is playing with 
her doll. A knock is heard at the door. 
Robert jumps up and hurries to see 
who the un-looked-for caller might be. 
It is the minister Mr. Livingstone. 
ROBERT: Won’t you come in? 
(Turning to the right he calls) Mother, 





*Minister, Caledonia United Presbyterian Church, 
Vevay, Indiana. 
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it’s the minister. (Mr. Livingstone 


enters. He is carrying a bushel bas- 
ket filled with several various-sized 
packages.) 


MR. LIVINGSTONE: Thank you, 
I will. (He removes his hat and 
gloves and rubs his hands together) 
Believe me it is a pleasure to be in 
where it is warm again. (Mrs. Good- 
field enters carrying Harold, while 
Anna and Catherine trail behind her, 
bashful but inquisitive enough to peep 
around their mother’s skirt. Mrs. 
Goodfield is neatly attired in a house 
dress.) : 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: How-do-you- 
do, Mrs. Goodfield? (He extends his 
hand which she accepts gladly.) I have 
been having the time of my life today 
being a messenger of good tidings and 
you are one of the families to whom 
the church decided to send some Christ- 
mas cheer. I have here a basket full 
of presents, something for everyone 
in the family. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Oh, Mr. Liv- 
ingstone, I hardly know what to say to 
you for such thoughtfulness. We are 
grateful to you from the bottom of our 
hearts and thank you very, very much. 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: Now, now, 
you don’t need to thank me, for I am 
just the messenger. It has been my 
happy privilege today to pass on some- 
one else’s generocrity. Mrs. Goodfield, 
you just thank the good father above 
and that is all that is necessary. But 








By J. J. Vellenga* 


I know you do that continually. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Yes, I am 
grateful to God for his caring for me 
and my little ones during this dread- 
ful year. But you can’t deceive me. 
Some of your gifts are in this basket 
too. And if it had not been for your 
leadership these Christmas baskets 
would not have been prepared at all. 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: Perhaps, but 
a minister would be helpless if his peo- 
ple were not generous-hearted to begin 
with. It takes all of us together: pas- 
tor, people, and those in need. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Oh, pardon 
me, I have forgotten my manners and 
have not asked you to take off your 
coat and be seated. Won’t you please? 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: Really, I 
can’t stay long. It is time for me to 
be home. But I shall take off my coat 
or it won’t help me outside. (He seats 
himself with a contented sigh) I must 
be getting lazy. I enjoy sitting down 
too much. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: You no doubt 
are tired from being out in the cold all 
day and going in and out of so many 
homes. 


MR. LIVINGSTONE: That doesn’t 
tire me so much as meeting with those 
who have little good will in their 
hearts. In some homes today I found 
the members very proud and they ac- 
cepted the baskets with reluctance. 
They felt themselves to be objects of 
charity and considered it an indica- 
tion of inferiority to accept help. But, 
Mrs. Goodfield, we are all objects of 
charity and are debtors for everything 
we have. At least we are indebted to 
God if no one else. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Yes _ indeed, 
that is very true but I had to learn 
this lesson myself this past year. 
After my husband . . . was suddenly 
taken from me (her voice trembles a 
little) I rebelled against receiving help 
until I realized that it was pride. 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: Then there 
is another class of people who think 
that all the gifts are their due and 
they treat you as though you should 
be ashamed for not coming sooner and 
not bringing more than one _ basket. 
Such people weary me even more. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Yes, I would 
think so. It takes a nice balance to 
make a person just right. It should be 
just as the Bible teaches: “Freely ye 
have received, freely give.” If we can 
learn to receive gifts graciously when 


(Turn to page 146) 
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PROPER VENTILATION 
TO COOL YOUR CHURCH 


UMMER lies months in the past but 
many of your worshippers still re- 
member those hot sultry days 

when they struggled to keep awake 
during a sermon. Ventilation in most 
churches is atrocious and needlessly so. 
It is not a difficult or expensive matter 


to reduce the summer temperature by 
several degrees. 

Because of the cost most churchmen 
have hesitated to talk of air condition- 
ing. But, on the other hand, most 


churches don’t need it. But they do 


need a simple method of ventilation 
which is now available without much 
cost. 


Most churches are of brick or ma- 

































































































































































sonry construction. This means insula- 
tion from heat and cold. But the 
sanctuaries usually have high ceilings 
without proper ventilation. In some 
churches the air near the roof has not 
been changed since the building was 
constructed. Hot dead air makes fresh 
air difficult. 

A simple method of ventilation and 
cooling is shown by the illustration 
below. An exhaust fan draws the cool 
air from the lower windows and _ it 
forces the hot air through the opening 
in the gable. If the fan is operated 
during several hours of the night or 
early morning the windows can then 
be closed and the building will be kept 
at the night temperature during most 
of the day. The temperature for the 
hours of morning worship will be com- 
fortable and the air fresh and pure. 

This plan of air conditioning is now 
used in residences and public buildings. 
No artificial refrigeration is required. 
But fresh cool air of night temperature 
is available. Many manufacturers make 
this type of fan. They are not expensive, 
especially not, when compared with re- 
frigerated air conditioning. Churches 
should be warned against installing too 
small fans. Be sure that they have 
sufficient capacity to do a satisfactory 
job. Church Management will be glad 
to give you the names of manufacturers 
making satisfactory equipment. 




























Christmas Interlude 
(From page 144) 
we are in need, and to give them gen- 
erously when we are able to help, then 


we are well-pleasing to God and 
Christ-like. 
MR. LIVINGSTONE: Why, Mrs. 


Goodfield, what a beautiful thought. I 
am going to incorporate that into a 
sermon sometime. Yes, I will do it 
this very next Sunday for it will fit 
perfectly into the theme I have se- 


lected on: “The Real Christmas 
Spirit.” I never thought of it in just 
that way before. You know, Mrs. 


Goodfield, I learn something important 
every day I go out calling. It is a 
much better way than learning out of 
books. 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Well, if you 
are going to put that thought in your 
sermon, I should be there to hear that 
you quote me correctly. And if you 
don’t I shall stand up right where I 
am sitting and tell you so. 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: (He laughs 
heartily) I have a picture of you doing 
that. .. . But we are ignoring the chil- 
dren. Besides being seen they ought 
to be heard once in a while at least. 
And how are my young friends this 
evening? I know that you are good 
children most of the time, but I imag- 
ine you have been especially good 
these last few weeks. Confess now, 
haven’t you? 

ROBERT: Yes sir, Mr. Living- 
stone. For three weeks now I have 
done everything mother has asked me 
to do and once in a while I surprise 
her and finish what she wants done 
before she gets a chance to ask me. 

ELLA LOUISE: I have been too. I 
know that is the best way to have a 
good Christmas. (The children have 
been looking frequently at the basket 
of presents.) 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: That’s fine. 
. . . But tell me, why are you looking 
at this basket so often? It isn’t that 
you are curious as to what the pack- 
ages contain, are you? You must wait 
until tomorrow to open them. Do you 
think you can wait that long? 

ELLA LOUISE: We can iry but 
it is going to be very hard. 

ROBERT: Mr. Livingstone, I am 
learning to play the violin and sister 
the guitar. We have learned to play 
a Christmas carol: “Silent Night, 
Holy Night.” Would you like to hear 
us play it? (He is very anxious to 
show his ability.) 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: By all means. 

(The two children play. This part 
of the play may be adapted to singing 
or any other skill, or it may be omit- 
ted.) 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: That was 
well done! I haven’t heard any better 
children’s music over the radio. 
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Dollar Dinner Brings Crowd 


By H. D. Roberts 


People didn’t respond to the twenty-five and thirty-cent suppers 
so this church put on a dollar dinner to pay the church debt. 
The result was a large attendance and a nice profit. 


HEN members of the Noel, Mis- 

souri, Methodist Church, G. A. 

Tolman, minister, decided two 
years ago that their building was 
wholly inadequate, they also planned 
doing something about it. The old 
bogey of “building debt” was distaste- 
ful—but crowded quarters made serv- 
ices seem “A Babel of Tongues.” 

First a building committee was or- 
ganized, to assimilate suggestions from 
inside and outside the congregation, 
with the objective already stated as 
financing a new building comfortably. 

The plan simmered down to enlarg- 
ing and remodeling the old building, 
one erected forty years previous when 
Noel was comparatively a _ frontier 
trading post. That building has 
merged into a modern, stone-veneer 
structure, 40x66 feet, with a_base- 
ment dining and _ recreation room. 
Monthly payments are fourteen dol- 
lars, including interest. These are set 
aside first in the monthly budget, to 
preclude doubt or distress concerning 
them. 

Construction was financed by profit- 
able social events—a total of thirty- 
five dollars in cash subscription being 
all received in that line. Some routine 
events are used, such as dinners at 
public farm sales which average about 
ten dollars profit each. A play recently 
netted fifty dollars. 

The big success, however, came from 
the church’s accepting a truth em- 
ployed almost universally in commer- 


cial and political life, and also stock 

“Keeping up with the 
In 1987 and 1938, Thanks- 
giving dinners were held on Thursday 


humor as 
Joneses.” 


preceding Thanksgiving. The commit- 
tee in charge insisted that they must 
be out of the ordinary. In order to 
establish that fact, the price was set 
at one dollar a plate, instead of the 
twenty-five or thirty-five cents so cus- 
tomary—and so hard to get—in small 
towns. 

With that as an incentive to learn 
what it all was about, the 1937 dinner 
was so successful the building fund 
netted one hundred and _ seventy-five 
dollars. Noel has, by 1930 census, four 
hundred and thirty-one population; 
more than fifty per cent of its people 
attended the church dinner apparently. 

Neighboring church leaders said of 
that success, in effect, “Very nice, but 
you can’t do it again’”—believing that 
the unheard of dollar-price for a 
church function was prohibitive. But 
the 1938 dinner was only slightly be- 
low the first in church-budget benefit, 
probably no more than the cash differ- 
ence the business would have expected 
from the two years. The Noel Meth- 
odist Church, safely housed in one of 
the best church buildings in Missouri 
for a town of its size, had proved that 
both church and townspeople enjoy 
“Keeping up with Joneses” for a 
worthy project as well as in personal 
life. 





ELLA LOUISE: Mr. Livingstone, 
sometimes when you come to see us, 
you tell us a story. Do you have one 
for us this time? Please. 

MR. LIVINGSTONE: I really 
should not take the time this evening, 
but then, since Christmas comes only 
once a year, perhaps I shall if you 
want me to. Let me think, what shall 
it be this time? (He pauses a few mo- 
ments in thought) I have it! I shall 
tell that story written by Charles Dick- 
ens many years ago, but which is still 
read and told every Christmas time. 
It is entitled: “The Christmas Carol.” 

(The one who takes the part of Mr. 
Livingstone should be a good story 
teller. He may take anywhere from 
15 minutes to a half-hour in the tell- 
ing of the story. Another Christmas 


story may be substituted if so desired.) 





MRS. GOODFIELD: Oh, that was 
splendid and it has warmed my heart. 
Children, say, “Thank you,” to Mr. 
Livingstone. 

CHILDREN: Thank you very much. 
That was a good story. (Mr. Living- 
stone gets up to leave.) 

MRS. GOODFIELD: Before you 
leave us, Mr. Livingstone, won’t you 
please lead us in family worship? 


MR. LIVINGSTONE: Certainly. It 
pleases me greatly to be asked. (Mrs. 
Goodfield hands him the Bible from the 
table.) What better chapter could be 
read this evening than the one which 
tells us something of the first Christ- 
mas. It never grows old, though it is 
an old, old story. (He reads Matthew 
2. 1-12 and then offers prayer.) Now, 
I really must go, or Mrs. Livingstone 

(Continued on page 147) 
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and inspiring . . 
never to be forgotten! 
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That, in effect, is what you can do with 
a WARD Sound System! Choruses, solos, 
all are re- 
produced in a way that is both impressive 
. a Christmas service 


And from your church steeple you can 
also broadcast beautiful carillon chimes 
and hymns, equal in effect to bells cost- 
. and heard 
from % to 5 miles, depending upon how 
far you want the music to reach. 


WARDS new catalog shows many other 
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MONTGOMERY WARD & CO. 
Chicago, fll. 


Please RUSH Catalog of Sound Systems for Churches. 
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uses for a WARD system all the year 


round. Hundreds of prominent church 
organizations have found this the most 
popular and profitable addition they have 
ever made. There’s yet time to install it 
before the holidays. But don’t delay! RUSH 
coupon for FREE Catalog TODAY! 
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Than 600 Retail Stores 
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A PRAYER FOR INTERNATIONAL 
PEACE 


Break Thou the spell of enchantments 
that make the nations drunk with the 
lust of battle and draw them on as the 
willing tools of death. Grant us a quiet 
and steadfast mind when our nations 
clamour for vengeance or oppression. 
Strengthen our sense of justice and our 
regard for the equal worth of other peo- 
ples and races. Grant to the rulers of 
the nations faith in the possibility of 
peace through justice, and grant to the 
common people a new and stern en- 
thusiasm for the cause of peace. Bless 
our soldiers and our sailors for their 
swift obedience and their willingness to 
answer the call of duty, but inspire 
them none the less with a hatred of 
war, and may they never for love of pri- 
vate glory or advancement provoke its 
coming. May our young men still re- 
joice to die for their country with the 
valour of their fathers, but teach our 
age nobler methods of matching our 
strength and more effective ways of 
giving our life for the flag. 

O Thou, strong Father of all nations, 
draw all Thy great family together with 
an increasing sense of our common 





Christmas Interlude 
(From page 146) 
will have good reason to think that I 
have slid off the road into a snowbank. 
Goodnight, and the best Christmas you 
ever have had. I have enjoyed this 
visit very much. 

MRS. GOODFIELD AND CHIL- 
DREN: We have too. And a very, 
merry Christmas to you and your fam- 
ily. Goodnight. 

CURTAIN 





blood and destiny, that peace may come 
on earth at last, and Thy sun may shed 
its light rejoicing on a holy brotherhood 
of peoples. 

Walter Rauschenbusch. 





A CONTENTED MIND 


I do not ask an easy road, 
A life in luxury designed, 

But give me, rather, as my boon, 
A peaceful and contented mind. 


I envy not the leader’s rank, 
The finery that wealth may wear; 
Too often might is chained to fear, 
And gold enslaved to secret care. 


It is enough that I may own 
A conscience clear and free from 
blame, 
And find a slumber undisturbed 
By ghosts of self reproach and shame. 


Man’s lot is filled with strange caprice, 
Fate mingles joy with sad lament, 
His life is best who meets what comes 
With mind serene and heart content. 

Alfred Grant Walton. 





THE WAYSIDE PULPIT 
We must dig deep to build high. 


se. << 


You cannot find peace by losing your 
temper. 


* * & 
Bearing another’s burden lightens 
one’s own. 
* * * 


A warm smile thaws the icy stare. 





Can America accept the profits 
of war, accept none of the social 
responsibilities of the conflict and 
save her own soul? “Church Man- 
agement’s” letter contest gives you 
a chance to express your opinion. 
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deep, 33% in. wide. 
i Price: F. 0. B. Winona Lake. 
! Complete with Reflector Light 
’ and Electric Clock. .$42.00 
= Without Electric Clock. 35.00 
m Order today. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. Write 


Light and Life Press 
Dept. C.M. Winona Lake, Ind. 


Rear View Showing 
Lamp and Clock 














Higley’s Commentary 


Every Verse Explained. 320 
pages, nearly 300,000 words, 5 new 
features for 1940. Order from your 
bookseller. Price only $1.00 post- 
paid. Pocket Quarterly and 196- 
m page Christian Worker’s Catalog 

FREE. Write 


THE HIGLEY PRESS 
Dept. C.M. Butler, Ind. 
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pered Masonite seat. 


The wide seats of Royal 
Folding Chairs seat the oc- 
cupant in comfort for hours. 
They’re 
better posture, too. 


shaped to assure 


Thanks to sturdy, rigid con- 
struction, Royal chairs 
rarely break down. Other 
features: non-tipping; stack 
compactly; safe folding ac- 


tion. No rough edges. 


Write for catalog showing 
line of Folding 
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HAT is the meaning of the 
world? Is it blind; really cha- 

otic? Is it a mere mechanism: 
made, deserted, running down? Are 
we just not able to understand it; or 
has it really no purpose? 

These are fascinating questions; but 
they are so abstract, so abstruse, so 
iniinitely difficult to approach even, for 
solution, that, to begin with the thing 
that we are most familiar with, is per- 
haps the wisest thing to center on, 
though we probably understand it as 
little as we do the universe itself. Let’s 
begin with—Yourself. 

The world is, to you, “your” world. 
Its essence is, to you, what it means, 
(or what you feel it ought to mean), 
to you. What the world means to an 
African Bushman is probably of little 
or no interest to you. Why so? Well, 
for one thing, because you are quite 
certain that he has not the knowledge 
that enables him to interpret life truly. 
He may get along pretty well in his 
own environment, with his own inter- 
pretation of what the world is; but 
there is nothing in his conception that 
appeals to you. What you want is to 
get the ablest minds to tell you what 
the meaning of the world is, and why 
life has been placed in your hands, 
anyhow. Then you consider what they 
say, and find yourself either satisfied 
or disappointed. Their interpretation 
of life is not authoritative for you in 
itself, just because they are able minds. 
Somehow, what they say is the mean- 
ing of the world, must find a respon- 
sive chord in you, else their world can- 
not be your world. If what they say 
fits into your experience of life, then 
they have begun to interpret life for 
you; they have begun to tell you some- 
thing of what the only world you can 
know is like—your world—the place 
where you live—your experiences, her- 
edity, relationships and hopes and 
purposes, sensations and reactions. 

Of what significance would the world 
of Einstein, or any other great scien- 
tist, be to the African Bushman? Ein- 
stein’s meanings would not fit into the 
background or the mental conceptions 
of a Bushman. Why? Just for the 
very reason that Einstein would not be 
interpreting the world of demons, 
beasts of prey, fetishes, taboos, war- 
drums, dances, assigais and blood ven- 
geance, in which the Bushman dwells. 

You will be inclined to consult those 
ablest minds who can explain the world 
in.-which you dwell and move, just as 
the Bushman will consult the emaci- 
pock-marked, gaudily decked 


ated, 





Interpreting Your World 









By William-Bishop Gates 


medicine-man of his tribe, who is the 
able mind to the Bushman, for inter- 
pretation by dreams and lizard blood 
and incantations. 


But suppose one’s world becomes ex- 
panded from the type of world the 
Bushman knows, to that which the 
Herdsman, lying under the stars, 
knows? Then, one’s desire for larger, 
more comprehensive interpretations 
deepens. One’s world is no longer the 
jungle, but the broad fields, and the 
broader sky. And eventually the 
whole range of relationships of man 
to man becomes one’s world. And be- 
sides, there is superadded the realm 
of the stars, and the galaxies of uni- 
verses, and the aeons of uncomputable 
light-years. 

* * ~ 

What kind of a world is “your” 
world, in which you are living today? 
Much of it is inherited, and it is hard 
to get out of that inherited world. It 
is in this very “You-world,” in this 
“Most-important-to-you” world, that 
understanding and clarity are most 
needed. The interpretation of the 
outer world of matter, fact, quantity, 
quality is forced home on us willy- 
nilly. The mortar and pestle of the 
world will bruise us sore, unless we 
take their medicine wisely and well. 


But who understands himself, or has 
complete control of that inner world? 
The very same hard outer facts may 
be by two people interpreted in the 
realm of their own inner lives in ab- 
solutely diverse ways: so that, to one, 
those brutal facts become the food of 
courage and character; while, to the 
other, those same brutal facts become 
the sad and bitter meat of sorrow, or 
the stale bread of depression. 


It is the inner man that makes the 
meaning of the outer facts, and it is 
his inner attitudes that determine how 
he will interpret the outer facts. 

For this, and in this realm, with 
perfect assurance, I present to you and 
counsel you to accept him—‘Jesus, the 
Interpreter of the World’s Meaning.” 


Jesus, the supreme interpreter, be- 
cause he interprets to you the world 
that is most precious, most important 
to you—“your” world, the world of 
your own inner attitudes, and of what 
they ought to be; and of your human 
relationships, and how they can _ be 
made right and beautiful. 

Jesus is supreme in these things, not 
only because he himself taught them; 
but because he lived out in his own 
life their purest exemplification—of 
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A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
Richard K. Morton 


Our Father in heaven, help us in 
these days to see the star again and to 
hear the song of herald angels. Open 
our lives to receive Him for Whom there 
was then no room in the inn. Through 
our efforts may it be today the full- 
ness of time for men to receive Thy 
Son and to follow Him. 

As Thou hast given unto us Thy 
most precious Gift, lead us to give our- 
selves in sacrificial service, growing in 
body, mind, and spirit as we come to 
understand Thy Word and Thy Will 
more fully and to see the need of men 
more deeply. 

Fit us, O God, for service in Thy 
Church, and train us in true disciple- 
ship, that through the spirit of the 
Child of Bethlehem we may have new- 
ness and abundance of life and help 
with others to build a better world. In 
Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

—From the Presbyterian Tribune. 


CHRISTMAS MAKES A 
DIFFERENCE 


Herod will seek the young child to 
destroy it—Matthew 2:13. 

The cradle in which the babe Jesus 
lay was the target of the most menac- 
ing and diabolical hostility. Suppose 
that the attempt on the young child’s 
life had been successful? What differ- 
ence would that have made to us today? 

1. We would be without Christmas 
today: carols, gifts, bells, childhood 
memories, sacred associations, the 
Christmas spirit. 





How a man should live; 

What a man should hold in his mind; 

Where his heart should be; 

How, and for what a man might die. 

To whom else would you want to 
trust yourself for the final and authori- 
tative interpretation of: 

What the world is all about; 

Why we are here; 

What we are to do while 
here; 

What the ultimate purpose of life 
is? 

To whom else would you dare to trust 
yourself, except to “Jesus, as Inter- 
preter of the World’s Meaning?” 

“Master, to whom shall we go? .. 
Thou hast the words of eternal life.” 


we are 

















2. The one absolutely perfect char- 
acter of history would never have been 
unfolded. The parables, the sermon on 
the mount, would not have been spoken. 
He of whom Clement of Alexander paid 
that exquisite tribute, “He has turned 
all our sunsets into sunrises,” would 
never have lived. 

3. It would mean the absence of the 
world’s greatest literature: The New 
Testament, the Pauline Epistles; Dan- 
te, Milton, Shakespeare. 

4. We would be without the glad 
message of Immanuel, “God with us” 
—without God’s clearest revelation of 
himself; without the strength and sav- 
ing help God brings us in Jesus 


5. We would be without the hope of — 


a better world. We still have the 
Christmas song, “Glory to God 
peace among men.” At present we may 
not have much more than “hope” but 
it is something at least to have this 
“‘hope.” 

6. We would be without hope 
eternal salvation and the life beyond. 
Christ has given depth, quality and 
meaning to the immortal hope. With- 


out him, this hope is weak and 
shadowy. 
“He rules the world with truth and 
grace, 


And makes the nation prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
And wonders of His love.” 


CHRISTMAS: SERMON TEXTS AND 
TOPICS 
Matthew 2:11—“Christmas Gifts to 
Christ.” 


Matthew 2:1-2 — “Following the 
Star.” 
Luke 2:10-11—“Christmas: Yester- 


day and Today.” 
Luke 2:10—‘‘Christmas Tomorrow.” 
Luke 2:7—“Putting Christ Into 
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A FAMOUS 


preacher said not 
long ago “Sermons 
are soon forgotten 
but great songs 
never pass from 
memory.” 





528 pages, 479 musical 
numbers, 213 service 
outlines, readings, pray- 
ers, litanies, etc. 


Good preaching 
is fortified by 
INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL—the 
greatest collection of great hymns ever 
gathered. It contains only the win- 
nowed best of religious music—songs 
sung and repeated, known and loved. 
10,000 churches and 650 organists 
helped compile the INTER-CHURCH 
HYMNAL. 


Send for Inspection Copy 


Gleaned from the worship and praise 
of 20 centuries, INTER-CHURCH 
HYMNAL touches every string that 
stirs the human heart. Examine this 
sacred book yourself and discover its 
unique and appealing qualities. You 
will instantly sense its prevailing spirit 
of worship; also its quality and wear- 
ing strength. Here is a different hymnal 
that completely and perfectly answers 
your need. Price per 100, not prepaid, 
only $75. 


Hymnbooks for Church School 
and Junior Church 
AMERICAN CHURCH AND CHURCH 
SCHOOL HYMNAL—377 musical numbers— 
holds the interest of adolescents. Price $55 per 

100, not prepaid. Fully orchestrated. 
AMERICAN JUNIOR CHURCH SCHOOL 
HYMNAL—226 musical numbers—edited by 
experts for the Junior Department. Price $40 
per 100, not prepaid. 


Write today for returnable samples of 
these unique and distinguished hymn- 
books sent on request—the perfect and 
abundant supply for every church 
music need. 


 Biglow-Main-Excell Go. | 


5741-TC West Lake Street, Chicago, III. 
Please send returnable samples for inspection of books 
checked below: 
CF] INTER-CHURCH HYMNAL 
(1 American Church and Church School Hymnal 


[1] American Junior Church School Hymnal 
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. 
‘ Christmas Carols We Love to Sing.... .15 
29 carols with stories of their origin. 
Christmas Carols for Treble Voices.... .15 
(2 Part) 15 favorite carols. 





Yuletide Carols for Men’s Voices...... AS 
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; Traditional Christmas Carols (Unison) .15 
For junior choirs. 
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A top-ranking Bible dictionary is a splen- 
did, lasting gift 6,000 
articles and 229 illustrations the King 


Covering in 
James and Revised Versions, this is a 
complete, comprehensive book for refer- 


Cloth, $3.00 
p PRESBYTERIAN BOOK STORES 


PHILADELPHIA . 
NEW YORK 


ence and study 


Witherspoon Building 
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PITTSBURGH . Granite Building 
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LOS ANGELES . . 311 South Spring Street 





Plan Now for Christmas 
A large sample packet of attractively 
printed Christmas supplies is awaiting 
you! 





: It contains an unusually fine assort- | 


ment of pastors’ personal greeting 
ecards, Christmas announcement folders 
and bulletins, collection envelopes, pas- 
tors’ Christmas gift calendars and 
many other printed aids for the Christ- 
mas season. 

Write today for your sample packet. It’s free 


THE WOOLVERTON PRINTING CO. 


. CEDAR FALLS, IOWA 


Perhaps we can save youmoney on yours 
next printing order. May we quote you? 
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Christmas.” 
John 1:14—“The Word Made Flesh.” 


| John 1:14; 12-183—“Christ Born In 
Us.” 
Luke 19:10—“Why Jesus Came.” 
Luke 2:15—“The Bethlehem Shep- 
herds.” 
Romans 8:24—“The Christmas 
Hope.” 

Matthew 2:11—‘“‘Wise Men Need 
Religion.” 

Luke 2:15—‘“‘Roads to Bethlehem.” 


STUDY THE STARS 
Some clear December evening, when 
there is no moon to dim the brightness 
of the heavens go out and study the 
stars. 


THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS 
Walter J. Houge 
The joy of Christmas began with 
the angel song, “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth, peace, goodwill 
to men.” 
Every joyous and beautiful life. 
Every gracious and kindly deed. 
Every radiant and spiritualized face. 
Every gift of love and remembrance 
add to the sum total of the Christmas 
spirit. 
Phillips Brooks 
A bright and happy Christmas to 
you. 





Lift up yourself to the great mean- 


| ing of the day. 


A MODERN WISEMAN 


Pasteur 
The more I study nature, the more 
I stand amazed at the work of the 
Creator. 
I pray while I am engaged in my 


| work in my laboratory. 


| SUSANNA WESLEY TO HER SON 


JOHN: 

Whatever impairs the tenderness of 
your conscience, obscures your sense of 
God, or takes the relish off spiritual 
things, that thing is sin to you, how- 
ever innocent it may be in itself. 

D. L. Moody 

I never yet found a Christian who 
was disappointed in Christ, although 
I have found a great many who were 
disappointed in themselves. It is now 
forty-three years since I first caught 
a glimpse of him, and he has been 
growing on me ever since. There is not 
a want in the soul which he will not 
meet. 


Joyce Kilmer 


There was a joyous hostler 
Who knelt on Christmas morn 
Beside the radiant manger 
Wherein the Lord was born. 
His heart was full of laughter, 
His soul was full of bliss, 
When Jesus on His mother’s lap 





Gave him His hand to kiss. 


Unbar your heart this evening 
And keep no stranger out, 

Take from your soul’s great portal 
The barrier of doubt. 

To humble folk and weary 
Give hearty welcoming, 

Your breast shall be tomorrow 
The cradle of a king. 


STABLE AND STALL 
Elizabeth Waddell 


They have taken the tomb of our com- 
rade Christ— 
Infidel hordes that believe not in 
Man; 
Stable and stall for His birth sufficed, 
But His tomb is built on a kingly 
plan. 
They have hedged Him 
pomp and parade, 
They have buried Him deep under 
steel and stone— 
But we come leading the great Cru- 
sade 
To give our Comrade back to His 
own. 


round with 


Whittier 


We search the world for truth... 
We come back laden with our quest 
To find that all the sages said 
Is in the Book our Mothers read. 


Bryant 


And while the years, an endless host, 
Come pressing swiftly on, 
The brightest names that earth can 
boast 
Just glisten, and are gone. 


Yet doth the Star of Bethlehem shed 
A lustre pure and sweet; 

And still it leads, as once it led, 
To the Messiah’s feet. 


O Father, may that holy Star 
Grow every year more bright. 
And send its glorious beams afar 
To fill the world with light. 


Johann Scheffler 


Though Christ a thousand times in 
Bethlehem be born, 

If He’s not born in thee, thy soul is 
still forlorn. 


WAYSIDE PULPIT 


It is better to think without talking, 
Than to talk without thinking. 


* 
The Bible promises no loaves for the 


loafer. 
ea * ca 


Christmas: The supreme gift is the 


gift of self. 


*x * * 
I will honor Christmas in my heart, 
And keep it all the year. 
* * x 
The New Year: You will never go 
upstream by following the current. 


Elbert Russell 
The novelty and beauty of 
Christmas customs are beginning to at- 
tract attention in the Far East, but 
mostly the Orientals are watching our 
lives the rest of the year to see what 
Christendom really thinks of Christ— 


our 
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From More Chapel Talks; 


Press. 


TWO ELEMENTS IN CHRISTMAS 


A friend of mine told me some years 
ago he saw two advertisements next 
to each other in the “help wanted” col- 
umn in the New York World. The ad- 
vertisements were these: “Wanted—a 
man to impersonate Santa Claus”; 
“Wanted—a man for a blood transfu- 
sion.” These two advertisements give 
point to what we have been saying... . 
They represent the two elements in 
Christmas. The first advertisement is 
cne that we can understand. At Christ- 
mas time we like the romance and senti- 
ment of Santa Claus. Indeed we are all 
anxious to play his role. Thank God for 
the number of Santa Clauses that 
have brought and will bring cheer to 
many a down cast person and many 
a bare home. 

The world stands in need of some- 
thing far more fundamental than a 
Christmas dinner and a Christmas 
stocking. This world of ours is ill— 
desperately ill. More than anything 
else it needs a blood transfusion from 
the vigorous life of the Man of Naza- 
reth, particularly after it has been 
trying to commit suicide with wars, and 
ill regulated, wasteful commercial 
strife, and racial conflicts and social 
struggles. From The Christian Cen- 
tury Pulpit; sermon by Frederick M. 
Meek; The Christian Century Press. 


THE BIRTH OF JESUS 


In the year 525 A. D. a Christian 
monk, Dionysius Exiguus by name, 
first established the custom of mark- 
ing off the events of history before or 
after the advent of Jesus. He chose 
the Roman year 754 as the year of the 
Saviour’s birth. The Roman year 754 
thus represented the year 1 A. D.. 
But we are certain now that Exiguus 
made an error. Josephus informs us 
that Herod the Great died thirty- 
seven years after he was made king 
by the Romans in 714. Thus we can 
place the death of Herod in 750 or 751. 
The historian further informs us that 
shortly before his death Herod slaugh- 
tered two Jewish rabbis, and that on 
this particular night there was an 
eclipse of the moon. Astronomers as- 
sure us that this eclipse took place in 
750. Hence the death of Herod oc- 
curred in 750 or 5 B. C. But Jesus 
was born before Herod died, and we 
must allow sufficient time for the events 
narrated in the Gospels, the visit of 
the wise men and the edict for the 
slaughter of the innocents. These 
would take some months at the least, 
and it seems most probable that Jesus 
was born some time in 749 or 4 B.C. 

The tradition of the church places the 


Cokesbury , 





vu. AT CHRISTMAS 


Pe \ ay f 
<Antho dole br» In the season of gifts many choose hurriedly 
Rey, uN and carelessly, forgetting that at Christmas 
aay psn time especially the gift should not only be fitted 
pase) HSS to the recipient, but should be something akin 
ys ™ to the spirit of Christmas which it celebrates— 


something of lasting spiritual value. 

TODAY, first of its kind in the denominational 
field, is the magazine of daily devotions used by 
thousands of men and women the world over. 
TODAY is truly a gift in the spirit of Christ- 
mas. Its daily Bible readings, its prayers and 
messages are constant and continuing sources 
of inspiration to its users. Added strength and 
courage in meeting every day’s new problems 
come to countless lives from this little book. 
In choosing TODAY as your gift at Christmas, 
you choose in the tradition of the wise men of 
old, a gift of value and of vision whose boun- 
teous giving will continue throughout the year 
to come. 

Special Gift Offer 
One year, 60 cents; two years, $1.00 
Two one-year subscriptions, new or renewal, $1.00 


Address 425-M Witherspoon’ Building, 

Philadelphia. A beautiful gift card, with 

your name as donor, will be sent to 
announce each gift. 
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birth of Jesus on December 25 and, 





although this represents a guess and 
is probably too late in the year since A Priceless 
the shepherds were abiding in the 


fields, the date has won its way into Gift 

popular favor. ... From Thou Art 

the Christ by A. A. Acton; Fleming |. to the 

H. Revell Company. Church 
A CHRISTMAS LEGEND e 


Saint Christopher, according to leg- A Perfect 
end, was about to cross a swift stream Tribute to 
when a child pleaded to be carried over. Departed 
The plea was so touching and insistent Loved Ones 





that it could not be refused, though the Fortunate indeed is the man who, through 
stream was rapid and dangerous and your offices, chooses a Deagan Carillon as 
, . . ’ +7: his Memorial . . . His is the abiding com- 
would tax Saint Christopher’s ability fort of a living tribute to cherished mem- 
to get himself across. ories—a permanent and ever-recurring salute 
8 3 r a to his departed one. Yours is the satisfac- 
As Saint Christopher stepped into tion of having eased the pangs of bereave- 
ment—and of having added to your forces a 
the current he was almost swept off powerful ally through which you are enabled 
his feet. He would have been, in fact, to reach out beyond the walls of your church 
P ° into the hearts and homes of the entire com- 

had it not been for the weight of the uml ; ; bin 
y. Automatically played Deagan Caril- 
: * " . 7 , lons are available for as little as $7250. Let 
child, which kept inclaelria heavier as us send you the details ... J. C. Deagan, 

the waters became swifter. When he Inc., 190 Deagan Building, Chicago. 


reached the other side he discovered 

to his amazement that he had been Dp F EAGAN 

carrying the Christ. 
As life’s crosscurrents and eddies THE M €N M ORIAL SUBLIME 

buffet us, many will be swept off their M 

feet. Those on whose shoulders rest 














the burdens of others will best be able 








to keep their footing. Incidentally, they 





will always discover that in helping 

others they are helping God. From ° WANTED: MANUSCRIPTS 
: ew York Book Publisher respectfully solicits 

To-Day; issue by Paul C. Payne; The | worth while manuscripts for publication. 

Westminster Press. FORTUNY'S, Publishers, 67 W. 44th St., N.Y.C. 
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NEW SCRIBNER BOOKS 
Gilbert's Manual for 


Choir-Loft and Pulpit 
compiled by Harry Gilbert 


An extensive and indispensable work 
that makes available at a moment's 
notice the music most fitting for the 
church service, sermon, season, and 
every special occasion. $2.75 


* 
Our Knowledge of God 
by John Baillie 


All the competing views concerning 
our human knowledge of God are 
considered fully in this penetrating 
volume on a subject at the very center 
of religious belief. $2.50 


* 
Personalities of the 
Old Testament 
by Fleming James 


“A magnificent example of modern 
scholarship ... he lifts the great per- 
sonalities out of the mass of writings 
and presents them to us as human 
beings.”—Christian Century. A Religious 
Book Club Selection. $3.00 


* 
The Prophets 
by Beryl D. Cohon 


The drama inherent in the lives of the 
prophets and the significance of their 
teachings are fully revealed in this 
vividly-written volume. $2.00 


* 
Social Religion 
by D. C. Macintosh 


“It is lighted up with remarkable in- 
sight into the mind of the Jesus of 
history ... at once illuminating and 
challenging.”—Ernest Fremont Tittle. A 
Religious Book Club Selection. $3.00 


* 
One Generation 


and Another 
by Robert R. Wicks 


author of “The Reason for Living” 

“The value of this book for the family 
cannot be overestimated.” — Christian 
Advocate. $1.50 


* 
What Use Is Religion? 
by E. M. McKee 


“Brief, skillfully handled, will convince 
the skeptic who down in his heart 
wants to believe.”—Churchman. $2.00 


* 
The Message 
of Jesus Christ 
by Martin Dibelius 


translated by F. C. Grant 

“Every student of form criticism must 
by all means make a careful study of 
this book.’—Christian Century. $2.00 


at bookstores 





Charles Scribner’s Sons * New York 
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BOOK BROADCASTINGS 


What the Writers Have to Offer 











The Bible 


Personalities of the Old Testament 
by Fleming James. Charles Scribner’s 
Sons. 632 pages. $3.00. 

This book by the professor of the lit- 
erature and interpretation of the Old 
Testament at Berkeley Divinity School 
is as solid in its scholarship as in 
format. The Hale lectures given at 
Seabury-Western Seminary have long 
been famous and this addition to the 
list will do nothing to diminish their 


| reputation for quality of scholarship. 


If Phillips Brooks’ definition of 


| preaching—“truth through personality” 
| —may be held as valid, this book is an 
| example of splendid preaching, for if 


ever truth were made evident through 
personality it is in the pages of this 
book, as Professor James lifts the great 
leaders of the Hebrew nation out of 
the mass of writings which make up 
the Old Testament. With great clarity 
he shows that although they were in 
large part shaped by their environment 
they were in a still larger way made 
great by their religion. 

One is immediately impressed by the 
scholarly background of the writer. 
With seeming casualness he juggles the 
names of Adam Welch, Oesterley, Rob- 
inson, Driver, Kent, Gunkel, Peake, 
Cheyne, etc. Yet his juggling is always 
a display of deftness for he shows abil- 
ity to discriminate when it comes to 


| accepting or rejecting the conclusions 


of these men. Further, while exhibit- 
ing keen discrimination in the use of 
his sources, Professor James builds up 
word pictures of these great leaders 
which are unforgettable. One cannot 
do better than to quote his final para- 
graph concerning Moses as an example: 

“What a man he (Moses) must have 
been who wrought this pattern (of a 
world-religion) and stamped it upon a 
few thousand half nomads more than 
three millenia ago! Tradition has pre- 
served him to us—hot, impetuous, an 
intervener on behalf of the oppressed, 
an adjudicator, shrinking from his hard 
commission, slow of speech, rising to 
the challenge of faith, a worker of 
miracles, a fighter grappling even with 
the pharaoh and prevailing, a bearer of 
his people in his bosom, a provider, an 
intercessor, humble, selfless, prodigious 
in his power to work, never resting, 
never giving up. Yet none of these 
qualities, nor all of them, can account 
for his enduring impress on mankind. 
There was at work in Moses something 
more than Moses, something transcend- 
ing man.” 

But let no one think that because 
the work is scholarly its use is limited. 
It will be put to many uses by alert 
ministers. Let it be used widely and 
wisely in study groups, adult classes, 
and as the basis for sermons and talks. 
Its use will’ pay big dividends. 

It would be unfair to close without 
paying tribute to the thoughtfulness of 


| Professor James in providing the ma- 
| terial contained in the last fifty pages. 





This material adds much to the value 
of the volume. The fifteen-page bibli- 
ography of books in the field will be 
oft referred to; the three pages of maps 
are a welcome innovation; but most 
valuable of all is a double index, the 
first part listing biblical passages re- 
ferred to in the body of the text, and 
the second being a comprehensive in- 
dex of names and subjects. 

The whole of the book is packed with 
meat which carefully digested will put 
much flesh on intellectual bones. Let 
him who desires to be abreast in this 
field read and take heed. 

IN Ce 


Smith’s Bible Dictionary by William 
Smith, LL. D. Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany. 776 pages. $2.00. 

In a day of rising prices and fur- 
ther threatened rises one can well be- 
gin a review of this work by calling 
attention to the reasonable price at 
which it is being issued. Just how it 
can be produced at less than one-third 
of a cent a page is one of the secrets 
of the modern bookmaker’s art. He 
who desires to read at length the story 
of the production of this American 
volume will do well to consult the 
preface to the American edition. 
However, a brief word in explanation 
will be of value. 

Some years ago the editor of this 
work, the Rev. William Smith, LL. D., 
classical examiner in the University 
of London, and editor of the diction- 
aries of “Greek and Roman Antiqui- 
ties,” and “Biography and Mythology,” 
gathered around him more than seventy 
British and American scholars for the 
express purpose of preparing a com- 
plete dictionary of the Bible. This labor 
resulted in the production of three 
large octavo volumes of over three 
thousand double-columned pages in 
small type; a library in itself—the con- 
densation of thousands of volumes of 
essays, histories, travels and commen- 
taries. 

Having met the needs of scholars Dr. 
Smith long purposed to produce a 
“smaller dictionary” which would be 
an abridged edition of the “larger 
dictionary” yet just as authentic and 
embellished and illustrated with wood- 
cuts from the “larger dictionary.” The 
result was the production of a one- 
volume work, within the price range of 
“voung persons, sabbath school teach- 
ers, and families.” 

The American edition is a “reprint, 
without a single omission,” of the 
“smaller dictionary’ by Dr. Smith. 
“Some additions have been made to it 
from the ‘larger dictionary,’ to give 
an ampler discussion of some topics.... 
Every subject—person, place, event 
and thing—of which any mention is 
made in the ‘larger dictionary’ is in- 
cluded in this, with such fulness and 
fidelity as to supply all that is essen- 
tial to the explanation and compre- 
hensive knowledge of it. The list of 
proper names in the Old and New Tes- 
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taments, with biographies or historical 
sketches annexed, is more complete 
than that contained in any other dic- 
tionary or even Cruden’s great Con- 
cordance.” (p. 11) 

The American edition has certain 
special features of which mention 
should be made: (1) It is printed in 
type of a heavy, distinct, and legible 
face; (2) The most careful endeavor 
and accurate scholarship have been en- 
listed, to avoid reproducing the errors 
which crept into the English edition; 
(3) Standard American lexicographers 
have been followed; (4) Full-page illus- 
trations enlarged by offset process from 
original engravings are used; (6) There 
is a complete listing of proper names 
in the Old and New Testament, with 
biographical sketches annexed. 

This work should find a useful place 
in church school libraries and the pri- 
vate libraries of many church school 
teachers. Revell and Company are to 
be thanked for their production of such 
a volume at a price within the reach 


of all. 
EG... 6: 


With the Twelve by Carl A. Glover. 
Cokesbury Press. 276 pages. $2.00. 

A stimulating book presenting the 
fine relationship that existed between 
Jesus and his disciples. It traces the 
successive stages of development from 
the day that they became “appren- 
tices” until that later day when they 
were members of “the glorious com- 
pany” bound together by a firm and 
vital faith in the risen Christ. A 
brief study of each of the disciples is 
given, weaving together the meagre 
materials into a complete whole, and 
presenting the failures, the sources of 
strength, the daring and the triumphs 
of the Twelve. It is at this point that 
the book intimately touches our lives, 
for these men had found a source of 
power that could be released through 
life and that could make them a tower 
of strength amidst hostile circum- 
stances. The book utilizes the results 
of modern scholarship as well as the 
findings of psychiatry. 

Dr. Glover is the minister of the 
Walnut Hills Congregational Church of 
Cincinnati, Ohio. He spent three years 
in missionary work in _ Australia. 
Later he succeeded Dr. George A. But- 
trick as minister of Central Union 
Congregational Church, Quincy, IIli- 
nois. He has been in Cincinnati since 


1937. 
L. N. L. 


Homiletic 


Live For Tomorrow by Ralph Sock- 
man. The Macmillan Company, 139 
pages. $1.50. 

This little book filled with challenging 
themes for the man and woman of to- 
day is sure to increase the popularity 
of the pastor of Christ Methodist 
Church of New York. The sermons, 
for they have the construction of ser- 
mons, are directed to _ individuals 
rather than to social issues; their chal- 
lenge is found in the difficulty of the 
individual meeting the intricate life of 
today. 

The first chapter which is called “A 
Truce With Time,’ deals with the 
problems of senescence. Plain, Chris- 
tian, helpful suggestions for being one- 
self, living naturally and enjoying life 
as one goes along. From that chap- 

















With the Twelve 
e Carl A. Glover 


cami & & 


This is a study of the disciples 
in training, as a group first and 
then as individuals, under the 
Master Teacher. The progress 
of the group is traced in Part 
I; intimate portraits of the 
separate personalities are given 
in Part II. “For minister and 
for layman, this is an exceed- 
ingly stimulating guide . . . marked by 
sound scholarship, spiritual discernment, 
and literary skill.’—Religious Book Club 
Bulletin. $2 





The Pilgrim’s Progress 


Arranged for the Modern 
Reader e 


Complete and unabridged, in 
clear type and readable prose, 
appears now the book which 
has been more widely read than 
any other English classic, a 
book second only to the Bible 
in its world-wide popularity. 
Freed at last from archaic 
words, incomprehensible spell- 
ing, awkward phrasing, and cumbrous 
notes, it is ready for your immediate en- 
joyment. “Here the modern reader will 
find the story of his own soul, its tempta- 
tions, struggles, and triumphs.”—Dr. E. S 
Waterhouse. $2 


Lover 





Cokesbury Good Books - - To Own and to Give! 





_, Men of Power 
e Fred Eastman 








+ 


minute biographies 


ough.” 
~ SON, CHARLES 
PASTEUR. 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
FRANKLIN, RALPH 
GEORGE FOX, CHARLES DARWIN. 


BURROUGHS, GRAHAM TAYLOR. 


Each Volume, $1.50 
The Fine Art of Public Worship 


e Andrew W. Blackwood e 


“An unusually valuable book of many excellent chap- 
. . Every minister, every choir director, every 
church musician, all who are directly responsible 
for the worship program of a church will find the 


ters . 


book informing, stimulating, enriching.”—Review 
and Expositor. “Practical for the modern parish.” 
—Unity. 


The Master Book of Humorous 
Illustrations e Leewin B. Williams e 


Every page of this book offers mental exhilaration 
There are over 1600 
stories and 414 epigrams, of wide variety and yet of 
| consistently high quality, conveniently indexed and 
“Invaluable and almost inexhaustible . 

There is something appropriate for any occasion.”— 


and the tonic of laughter. 


arranged. 


| Pastor’s Periscope. 





COKESBURY PRESS NASHVILLE, TENN. 


The latest volume of these sixty- 
keeps the 
same high quality which caused 
Joseph Fort Newton to call the 
earlier sketches “superbly done— 
swift, vivid, yet amazingly thor- 


Vol. I: THOMAS JEFFER- 
DICKENS, 
MATTHEW ARNOLD, LOUIS 
Vol. Il: FRAN- 
CIS OF ASSISI, LEONARDO 
DA VINCI, JOHN MILTON, 
Vol. Ill: BENJAMIN 
WALDO EMERSON, 
Vol. IV: 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, LEO TOLSTOY, JOHN 


The Faith We Declare 


e Edwin Lewis 

“Dr. W. P. King says: ‘There 
has been no more vital message 
in recent months.’ He is right 
... The author goes straight to 
the heart of the Christian mes- 
sage and the preacher’s mission 
in a simple but strong and 
scintillating style, and one can 
hardly think of another recent 
book itor young ministers at 
once so stirring and convinc- 
ing.”—Presbyterian Tribune. $2 


The Art of Counseling 
e Rollo May 

“Every dean, minister, teacher, 
and parent can profit by this 
book greatly in practical ways. 
The persons with whom they 
‘counsel’ will profit even more, 
and the counseling that is now 
being done by some leaders will 
be completely made over.”— 
Sociology and Social Research. 
“Unusually constructive is this 
interpretation of the Chris- 
tian religion in psychological 
terms.” — Blanche Carrier 


(Christian Century). $2 


Values That Last 

e Clovis G. Chappell 

“There is not a trivial or care- 
lessly written sermon in the 
lot."—World Call. “The mes- 
sage is for the day in which we 
live.” — Canadian Churchman. 


“They hold attention to the 
last word.”—Christian Century. 
$2 $1.50 


At Your Own Bookstore! 















365 prominent 


Sages. 


A daily 
reminder 
of the giver 





THE IDEAL GIFT AT ALL TIMES 


GOD’S PURPOSE 


A handy volume of 365 inspirational sermonettes written by distinguished 
clergymen of the English-speaking world. 
for each day in the year, one to each page. 


Cloth, 60c; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50 


GOD’S MESSAGE 


clergymen have 
chosen their favorite Scripture pas- 
With each as a text, they 
have written a Message that quick- 
ens faith, and brings comfort. 


Cloth, €0c; Limp Leatherette, $1.00; Art Leather, $1.50 
THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Phila. 





A Spiritual 
thought for 
every day 


Arranged in calendar form, one 


GOD’S MINUTE 


Here is a marvelous collection of 
365 Daily Prayers, each 60 seconds 
long, written by 365 of the most 
eminent preachers and laymen in 


the world. 















HAT brings 
God closer 
than a favorite 
hymn sung softly 
alone or poured 
forth by a vast 
congregation? 


Because music is the handmaid of religion, 
only the best of hymnbooks is worthy of your 
choice. Select THE SERVICE HYMNAL 
confidently because it satisfies every human 
mood . . . every spiritual need. Thousands of 
ministers bear testimony to its musical rich- 
ness and spiritual power. In quality it is un- 
surpassed and the cost is surprisingly low. 


Before You Buy—Investigate 


Send for returnable sample and see for 
yourself how completely THE SERVICE 
HYMNAL meets every worship need. 480 
pages, 501 musical numbers, 65 responsive 
readings; fully orchestrated. Covers lacquered 
for longer, brighter wear. Price per 100, not 
prepaid, $60. 


Devotional Hymns 


A smaller all-purpose book 
for church and church 
school. 288 pages, 310 hymns, 
34 responsive readings, 
Orchestrated. Price per 100, 
cloth, $40. Heavy bristol cov- 
ers, per 100, $25. Prices not 
prepaid. 


MAIL COUPON 


For returnable samples and 
Free hymnbook “Finance 
Plans” folder. 


HOPE PUBLISHING 





ESTABLISHED 1892 


ooh the torn wey bos CONIPANY 





5709-T West Lake St. Chicago, Illinois 


Please send FREE folder of “Finance Plans” and 
returnable samples of books checked. 
0 The Service Hymnal 0 Devotional Hymns 
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Reasonably Priced .... 


The Ashtabula Metal (All- 
Aluminum) Bulletins are care- 


last a lifetime. Notwithstand- 
ing the excellent materials 
used in their construction, 
they are reasonably priced. 
Insures permanent satisfac- 
tion! Send for our FREE 
catalog with descriptions, 
prices and information con- 





bulletins. 


THE ASHTABULA SIGN CO. 


Box 1239-C Ashtabula, Ohio 










fully designed and built to | 
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THE Finest BIBLES 





Cambridge offers a complete selection... Printed 


in the most readable types...Beautifully bound 
In a wide range of prices from $1.25 to $20.00. 


At all Bookstores, or write for a Catalogue 












THE MACMILLAN COMPANY 
60 Fifth Avenue ° 


New York 











ter the author leaves age until he comes 
to the final themes, which he calls “The 
Last Frontier.” The chapters between 
are concerned with one living day by 
day so that he may have the most com- 
plete life possible. Though the author 
does not mention it the entire theme of 
the volume is tied up in the word of 
Jesus, “I have come that ye might have 
life and might have it the more abun- 
dantly.” 


The chapter “America’s New Hori- 
zons” has more social implications than 
the others, for the author finds those 
frontiers in the organization for peace, 
social justice and human rights. He 
rightly urges that America cannot de- 


| sert a world which is broken by pes- 


| tion. 





tilence and retreat to some holy isola- 
He has no solution to offer for 
his suggestions that America stay out 
of war except that it really practice 
democracy at home and when the time 
comes, to do its part to build a new 
world of peace. 


The final chapter deals with immor- 
ality, and Dr. Sockman tells why he 
believes that life does not end at the 
grave. It is not argument but confes- 
sion, and many will be helped by it. 

Bright, well written, pungent and 
constructive, most preachers will prize 
this little volume should it fall into 
their hands. 

W. H. L. 


The Evangel of a New World by Al- 
bert Edward Day. Cokesbury Press. 
160 pages. $1.50. 


This significant book deals with the 
application of Christian principles to 
the tragic needs of our own day. The 
author’s picture of a disillusioned world 
is quite disheartening. His tracing of 


| the efforts for a warless world back 
| through the centuries presents a dark 


picture, but also shows a persistency 
which brings hope of ultimate success. 
In the face of the present despair “the 
Christian evangel has a burning word 
of hope.” That hope is to be found in 


what Jesus called the Kingdom of God. 
“His ideals were ideals of the kingdom; 
his parables were parables of the king- 
| dom; his gospel was a gospel of the 
kingdom. 
idea.” 


He was dominated by the 
The author in a challenging 





chapter entitled “The Evangel of 
Judgment” urges Christian people to 
face our contemporary social situation 
and to compel it to yield to kingdom 
ideals. Dissatisfied with things as they 
are, we must act that a better day may 
come. Hitlerism, Communism, the 
abuse of economic power in America, 
racial and class hatreds, shoddy and 
wasteful work, war, the treatment of 
sharecroppers, the jobless millions, all 
these must be brought under the in- 
dictment of the kingdom of God. Then 
follows a presentation of God’s love 
for all men, and the imperativeness 
of interpreting God in terms of love. 
The intellectual, as well as the morally 
sensitive, must have this message of 
God’s love. All the tragedies of this 
present world dare not be allowed to 
destroy Christian faith. We must seek 
to produce Christ-like living. When 
Christian faith shines through our 
every word and deed, when our souls 
are aglow with Christ’s ideals, and 
when our lives bend to his supreme 
way of love, then we have an evangel 
which we proclaim most effectively. 

Dr. Day is the minister of First 
Methodist Church of Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia, and the author of a number of 
books. He has delivered the Shephard 
Lectures at Bangor Seminary, the Ly- 
man Beecher Lectures at Yale, the 
Earl Lectures at the Pacific School of 
Religion, the Gates Lectures at Grin- 
nell College, and the Sam P. Jones 
Lectures at Emory University. The 
latter course of lectures make up this 
splendid volume. 

L. N. L. 


I Forgot to Say by F. W. Boreham. 
The Abingdon Press. 284 pages. $1.75. 


I Forgot to Say is a collection of de- 
lightful essays drawn from the wide 
and fascinating experiences of a well- 
known writer, and told in a refreshing 
tete-a-tete manner. The reader can 
readily detect that they are told by one 
who is primarily a preacher rather than 
an essayist, or rather they are told 
from the preacher’s rather than the 
essayist’s viewpoint. 

This book is the thirty-second book 
to the writer’s credit, and, although th« 
book should appeal to many on its own 
merit, it is not likely that a publisher 
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. .» Reliable sources of information and help 
for teachers, students, and all Bible readers. 


PELOUBET’S BIBLE DICTIONARY 


Latest and most up-to-date. 
accurate, enabling anyone to understand every Bible pas- 
sage. 812 pages, 508 illustrations, 14 maps. Now $2.00 


The New International— 


BIBLE COMMENTARY 


With introduction to each Book of the Bible and 
25,000 text references and explanations. Acceptable 
to alldenominations. 660 pages, 32 full-page illus- 
trations, maps in colors. 


CRUDEN’S CONCORDANCE 


Contains more than 200,000 references, accurate 
and complete. Includes references to Revised Ver- 
D. L. Moody said, “‘Next to a purchase of a 
Bible, I would advise you to get CRUDEN’S CON- 
CORDANCE.” 783 pages. 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON COMPANY, Phila. Pa. 










Complete, concise, and 
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Price now........ $2.00 
At all booksellers or from 











would accept such a manuscript from 
an unknown’ writer. Fortunately, 
though, this is the latest instead of the 
first manuscript from Dr. Boreham’s 
pen. 

From the simplest and most ordinary 
things of daily life, such as wet paint, 
a kaleidoscope, pastel shades, and the 
coincidences of life, this able expositor 
draws for his effective illustrations—an 
art which lay people will enjoy and 
preachers will want to study. 

This “gust of afterthought,” as this 
Australian preacher describes the book 
in a subtitle will be welcomed by his 
American friends. 

P.S. M. 


More Sermons From Life by Clar- 
ence Edward Macartney. Cokesbury 
Press. 204 pages. Price $1.50. 

Vital Christian preaching is both 
life-centered and Bible-centered, and in 
this helpful book of eighteen sermons 
the minister of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Pittsburgh has given us a 
fine example of this two-fold emphasis. 
As the author remarks in the foreword, 
these sermons “are based upon the ex- 
periences of a minister’s life on the per- 
sonal side” and “are born out of the 
sorrows, struggles, sins, and aspira- 
tions of men and women.” This is a 
worthy companion volume to Dr. Ma- 
cartney’s first book of Sermons From 
Life, and the author follows the same 
general technique of taking the theme 
of each sermon from some revealing 
words spoken or written to him. Some 
of the more striking of these life-situ- 
ation topics are: “I Would Like to 
Help the Church, but I Don’t Dare To,” 
“The Dreams I Dreamed Too Late,” “It’s 
Wrong and You’re Not Going to Do It” 
and “A Babe, a Mother, and a Hospital 
—‘What Is Truth?’” A few days after 
reading the sermon entitled, “And 
Wrote Things for Which I Must Now 
Apologize,’ this reviewer felt moved to 
preach a sermon on the peril of pre- 
mature judgments, and you, too, will 
find many helpful and stimulating ser- 
mon suggestions in this volume. 
Intimate and painful personal prob- 


lems are discussed with frankness, clar- 
ity and sympathetic insight. Of course, 
each sermon has a text, and the author’s 
treatment of Biblical material is thor- 
oughly lucid and scriptural. Dr. Ma- 
cartney deals wisely with such problems 
as temptation, remorse, burden-bearing, 
unconscious influence, disappointed am- 
bitions, and the question of the future 
life. While some may not agree with 
the conservative theology of the 
author, this is a commendable and use- 
ful book of sermons. 
J.C. P. 


Like As We Are by Robert A. Laps- 
ley, Jr. John Know Press. 117 pages. 
$1.00. 

This is a volume of fifteen short bio- 
graphical sermons based upon the lives 
of Old Testament characters, most of 
them from the book of Genesis. The 
title of the book is really the text of 
the sermons as the author proceeds to 
show the likeness that these Old Testa- 
ment worthies bore to us and our prob- 
lems. Most of the sermons are good 
and would be helpful to any congrega- 
tion. Among those that especially 
pleased the reviewer ase the ones on 
“Isaac the Well-Digger,” “Rebekah 
the Beautiful,” and “Saul, who missed 
God’s Honor Roll.” Also, “The Daugh- 
ters of Zelophehad” is an original 
treatment of little-known characters. 

Those who always look for the 
preacher’s theological position will be 
shocked or pleased as the case may be 
to discover that the author accepts as 
literally true the statement that Eve 
was made from Adam’s rib. All in all, 
however, these sermons are good ex- 
amples of biographical preaching. 

C. W. B. 


Yet We Can Have Hope by Lee A. 
Howe, Jr. The Judson Press. 164 
pages. $1.50. 

This is a book of twelve chapters in 


which the author shows that in the | 


midst of the difficulties of life and trials 
we have we can still have hope in God 
that rules and over-rules. It is a mes- 














Books for 
Christmas 
non 


The World’s Great 
Religious Poetry 


Compiled by Caroline M. Hill 


This collection contains over 700 
poems of religious significance 
ranging from the Psalms of 
David to modern free verse and 
representing the finest poetry of 
the ages. “The most useful of 
all anthologies of religious poetry. 
It contains an unusually wide 
scope.”—The Pastor. Ideal for in- 
spirational reading and invaluable 
for reference purposes. $1.69 


Their Future Is Now 


By Ernest M. Ligon 


Here is a wealth of information 
on the development of Christian 
personality and the building of 
character in our youth. The au- 
thor sets forth definite goals for 
character development and pre- 
sents a new method, based on 
careful scientific research and il- 
lustrated with helpful case stud- 
ies, in character education. $2.50* 








Live for Tomorrow 


By Ralph W. Sockman 
In this new book, Dr. Sockman of- 


‘ fers practical help for meeting 


the life of today and tomorrow 
with courage and confidence. The 
problems he discusses are timely 
and of vital interest to every 
reader. Dr. Sockman is widely 
known for his radio addresses 
broadcast every Sunday morning 
over the National Broadcasting 
System. $1.50* 


The Art of 
Conducting 
Public Worship 


By Albert W. Palmer 


In this practical book, Dr. Palmer 
discusses every phase of non-li- 
turgical worship, offers concrete 
material for use in various kinds 
of services and includes check 
lists for objectively evaluating 
worship services. “A guide to 
effective worship which is unsur- 
passed.” $2.50 


*Price tentative 


MACMILLAN 
60 Fifth Avenue New York 
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USED IN OVER ONE MILLION CHRISTIAN HOMES 


HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE 


By JESSE LYMAN HURLBUT, D.D. 
Recommended by all denominaticnsforitsfreshness and accuracy, 
forits simplicity of language, for its freedom from doctrinal discussion, 


FOR TEACHERS—STUDENTS—FOR THE HOME AND SCHOOL 
One hundred and sixty-eight stories, each complete in itself, yet form- 
ing a continuous narrative of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation. 
Each ofthe world-old stories is told by the noted author in a manner 
thatis vitally interesting and instructive to young and old alike. 
Biggest and Best Illustrated Book Ever Sold for the Price 
Beautifully illustrated with 281 pictures in colors and in black and 
white; over 100 famous Leinweber paintings. 759 pages. Price. .$2.00 
At all bookstores or from the publishers 


THE JOHN C. WINSTON CO., Winston Bidg., Philadelphia 




















up regular pastoral work. 
attention to distributing his book. 


new setting. 


ANNOUNCING SPECIAL PRICES ON 


THE MAN INVINCIBLE 


A Unique and Intriguing Story of the Man of Nazareth 


by Rev. Charles Melvin Chumbley, Berea, Kentucky 
An outstanding example of the bookmaker’s art, it contains 311 pages, 54%4x8 inches, and 
was published to sell at $2.00. 
For five years the author was laid aside due to impaired health, during which time he 


wrote and published this volume of Bible study, which had been laid upon his heart more than 
twenty years before; and which he thought he was too busy to undertake. 
came again and the task was gladly undertaken and joyously accomplished. 
This chore done and health restored the Master opened the way for him to again take 
This requires all his time and he will not now be able to give 


By special arrangement, while this edition lasts, the price has been reduced to $1.50; 
to all ministers of all denominations, $1.25. 

Some of the descriptive words used by those who have read it are “startling,” “fascinat- 
ing,’’ ‘“‘thought-provoking,”’ “delightful,’”’ ‘“‘wonderful,’’ ‘“‘unusual,’’ ‘‘splendid.’’ 

A suitable Christmas gift for any one who enjoys a good story and appreciates truth in a 


Send a card for new folder giving story outline and the latest testimonials, to the author. 
REV. C. M. CHUMBLEY, Route |, BEREA, KENTUCKY 
(Read Dr. Leach’s Review, This Issue, Page 157) 
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Just off the Press 


PRAYERS 


For all People 
For all Occasions 
BY 
DR. L. M. ZIMMERMAN 
= 
120 Personal Prayers 
These prayers are also 
The Mellow Fruits of Experience 
A rare gift book 
Pocket Size bound in Cloth 
— 
Price 35c each, 3 copies for $1.00 
ORDER FROM 


The United Lutheran 
Publication House 
1228 Spruce St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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144 folding assembly chairs. 
Entirely wooden  construc- 
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sage dedicated to a disheartened world. 
Such subjects as “Dynamiting Dark- 
ness,” “In the Hour of Trial,” “Living 
Courageously,” “The Compulsion of 
Compassion” are samples of the chap- 
ters, all of which are full of Biblical 
messages showing that we can have 
unlimited confidence in a_ victorious 
Christ and believe that the kingdom of 
God in the world is a winning affair. 
Therefore we can have hope. 
B. R. 


Theology 


The Study of Theology 
Kenneth Escott Kirk. Harper and 
Brothers. 484 pages. $3.75. 

Where may I find a_ one-volume 
summary of the main divisions of 
theology? That question or a similar 
one is a common one among ministers 
who are seeking a broader knowledge 
of the field or those men who would 
like to read some of the latest de- 
velopments in the subject. Here is a 
volume which answers this need. Edited 
by the Bishop of London this volume is 
a thorough introduction to the whole 
field of theology. Each chapter is 
written by a master in the field, is 
authoritative, and aids the reader to 
grasp in a clear and concise manner 
the important trends of the subject. 

What is theology? is a question an- 
swered by N. P. Williams of Oxford. 
E. O. James of the University of Leeds 
makes a survey of the topic of Com- 
parative Religion. The Philosophy of 
Religion is the subject of the chapter 
by M. C. D’Arcy, while L. W. Gren- 
sted discusses Psychology of Religion. 
To the reviewer the most interesting 
chapters were those devoted to the Old 
and New Testament. Herbert Danby 
the great English scholar on Hebrew 


edited by 








law, summarizes the Old Testament, 
while C. H. Dodd of Cambridge was 
assigned the subject of the New Tes- 
tament. It was refreshing to the re- 
viewer to find Professor Dodd saying 
that through all the maze of textual 
study of the New Testament “it may 
happen that an inferior manuscript, 
descended perhaps from some obscure 
local text may here and there preserve 
a reading which was corrupted in all 
other texts, and never restored in any 
subsequent revision.” Other chapters 
follow on “Symbolic Theology” by H. 
L. Goudge, “History of Christian Doc- 
trine” by Nathaniel Micklem, “Eccle- 
siastical History” by A. H. Thompson, 
and finally “Moral Theology” by the 
editor, and “Christian Worship and 
Liturgy” by E. C. Ratcliff. 

While it is natural that all chapters 
cannot be considered of equal interest 
or value this volume does contain one 
of the best introductions to the “queen 
of the sciences.” 

W. L. L. 


Revolutionary Christianity by Sher- 
wood Eddy. Willett, Clark & Company. 
229 pages. $2.00. 

Sherwood Eddy needs no introduction 
to the Christian fellowship. . Full of 
zeal and energy in Christ’s cause since 
his youth an awakenment to the sig- 
nificance of Christianity’s social empha- 
sis came to him in mid-life and for the 
last score of years he has given us 
many books as an observer who has 
traveled from one crisis spot to another 
about the world. More than most 
Christian leaders he has had a chance 
to estimate the development in Russia 
since the 1917 revolution and his expo- 
sition is considerably affected by what 
he has seen there. 

The first five of the ten chapters were 
written in an effort to show the historic 
evolution of Christianity and deal with 
its original sources, its apocalyptic ele- 
ment, the meaning of the Kingdom of 
God and of Christ. The last five chap- 
ters were written in the heat of the 
European crisis of 1938 and bear on 
every page the author’s conviction that 
we are entering upon an epoch of war 
and revolution that will change the face 
of the world. Thus we are given what 
almost amounts to two books in one. 
Perhaps it would have been better to 
have published separate books for the 
author seems to have attempted to 
cover too much ground in the space 
he has allotted himself. 

Sherwood Eddy does not have the 
scholar’s sense of judicial evaluation 
and this lack is plainly evident in the 
earlier chapters dealing with the doc- 
trinal development of our faith. This 
same quality of mind, carrying with it 
extreme and rather dogmatic judg- 
ments, appears even more frequently 
in the later chapters. A couple of ex- 
amples will illustrate the author’s at- 
titude. 

“The adoption by one-sixth of the 
world of a socialist economy, however 
crude or cruel it may be in its transi- 
tional stages of purge or terror, means 
the beginning of a socialized, planned 
economy for the world.” 

A good many assumptions difficult 
to prove must be accepted to give that 
sentence any meaning. And this! 

“Liberals are horrified at the num- 
bers killed under the present purge in 
Soviet Russia. As a matter of fact they 
are only a small fraction of the num- 
bers destroyed under capitalism by pov- 
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erty, preventable disease, slum condi- 
tions, crime and recurring wars.” 

This would seem to be a capital ex- 
ample of the illogical reasoning which 
too frequently betrays the author. 

Nevertheless Sherwood Eddy’s book 
has value. We American Christians 
need the doses he supplies so that we 
may be shaken out of our complacent 
sense of superiority. He does his best 
to keep us aroused and sets us thinking 
even if we do not always agree with 


him. 
F.F. 


The Man Invincible by Charles Mel- 
vin Chumbley. Cosmos Book Company, 
Bridgewater, Virginia. 308 pages. 
$1.50; to ministers $1.25. 

Exponents of historical criticism will 
not worry much about this book. To 
them it is another one of “just one of 
those things.” But the conservative 
students who find historical accuracy 
and spiritual meaning in all Bible pas- 
sages must read it. They owe to them- 
selves the dynamite of ingenious new 
interpretations which will startle them. 

The author believes his Bible but he 
certainly has taken freedom of inter- 
pretation. While most of us believe the 
two stories of man creation to be ex- 
plained by the origin of the manu- 
scripts this author believes that they 
relate to two distinct creations. In one 
man is created by a God to be a prince; 
in the other he is created by Jehovah 
God to be a worker. The first creation 
was that ruled by Satan in which man- 
kind reached a high degree of civiliza- 
tion but was immoral and irreligious. 

Later where we read that the Sons 
of God married the daughters of men 
the author points out that the sons were 
the offsprings of this Satanic genera- 
tion. 

From the first page of the Bible until 
the final chapter is closed he sees a 
conflict between this Satan who is Lu- 
cifier and Christ. Even beyond the 
pages of the Bible he sees the anti- 
Christ arise in the form of a man to 
confuse Christianity and Christian 
people. This Satan is very real through 
the pages of this book which portrays 
in a vivid way the conflict. 

The interpretations are ingenious 
and the book is well written. It is one 
of the most readable volumes we have 
had. Some of his conclusions are fas- 
cinating. 

We liked the one where he insists 
that the reason that Abel’s sacrifice 
was accepted while Cain’s was not was 
because Abel was interested in gather- 
ing together and protecting the inno- 


cent sheep while Cain grew vegetables 














and grain for his own profit. God in | 


rebuking him rebuked his selfishness. 
Some of his passages are rich. Take 

this picture of Satan: ‘‘Never is he 

more happy than when he persuades 


some preacher to waste his time in | 


extolling the virtues of unregenerate 
men and in discussing in their pulpits 


the current gossip and scandals of the | 


day; and in denying the essential doc- | 


trines of salvation—unless it is when 
he kicks up trouble among the profess- 


ing followers of the Lord or gets a | 


high seat in some church choir—which 
he seems especially to enjoy.” 
W. H. L. 


Prayers 


The Chappel Prayer Book by John | 


Henry Frizzell. Cokesbury Press. 159 


pages. $1.00. Prayers by L. M. Zim- 
merman. United Lutheran Publication 
House. 68 pages. 


A book of prayers is about the hard- 


est kind of volume to review. Prayers | 


are composed to fit human emotions 
and the test of a good prayer is the 
response upon the soul of the _ indi- 
vidual in need. Since many moods are 
found in these volumes a real review 
should be offered only after one has 
kept the book with him for a year, 
using it as occasion demands. 

John Henry Fizzell is the chaplain of 
Pennsylvania State College. The 
prayers in the book are those which he 
has used in the chapel services. The 
minister will be delighted both with 
the quantity and quality of the invoca- 
tions which can be used at the begin- 
ning of service. Then follows a section 
of general prayers. The concluding 
section of the book has prayers for spe- 
cial occasions, Father’s Day, Mother’s 
Day, Armistice and commencement. 
The atmosphere of all the prayers is 
wholesome. He prays for the well 
rounded and full life. 

So far as we know the author is not, 
an ordained minister but is, we think, 
a lay reader in the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church. 

Dr. Zimmerman, author of the second 
book, is a Lutheran pastor of many 
years’ experience. Though a preacher 
of ability, we suspect that Dr. Zimmer- 


man got his greatest joy while in the | 


active ministry from his pastoral con- 
tacts. 
this. 
people. In one you find the preacher 
asking for understanding before he 
visits the sick; in another, it is the 
sick praying for strength; next we have 
the lonely seeking fortitude. So the 
prayers take us through the hours of 


These prayers would confirm | 
They are prayers of people for | 
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234 complete stories giving a clear ac- 
curate picture of the whole Bible nar 
rative, arranged in proper order from 
Genesis to Revelation. Recommended 
by preachers and laymen everywhere. 


THROUGH THE BIBLE 


Told in simple. understandable lan 
guage by Theodora Wilson Wilson in 
a way that really interests the young. 
Lovely and striking illustrations in full 
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James Version. 
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Small in size—large in value, everyone— 
laymen and ministers alike should have a 
copy of A Year with the Bible, by 
Hugh Thomson Kerr. Every age and 
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the minister’s parish visitation. There 
is a common, honest touch in the words 
of the prayers. The kindly spirit of 
the author shines from its pages. 

W. H. L. 


Day by Day With Jesus. A Calendar 
for Private and Family Devotions. Pre- 
pared by Walter A. Maier. Ernst Kauf- 
mann. 60c each; $6.00 per dozen. 


For many years Ernst Kaufman, 
Inc., New York publisher, imported a 
calendar of this nature for American 
consumption. This year it has been 
prepared by Dr. Walter A. Maier, the 
distinguished preacher of the Lutheran 
Hour. Mechanically, the calendar is 
like the earlier one. It consists of a 
daily page which is attached to a card- 
board background. KEditorially the 
American preparation makes an im- 
provement over the earlier issues. 

Modern type faces give a respect- 
ability to the calendar not possessed by 
the foreign printed edition. 

For each day there is a morning and 
an evening scriptural reference Then 
the day is liturgically dated. In addi- 
tion one important biographical item is 
listed for each day. There is then the 
scripture text with the expository 
meditation. Following that there is a 
prayer and then a thought for a special 
prayer. A thought for the day and a 
— verse completes the daily calen- 
ar. 

The meditations are orthodox and 
scriptural. This is a calendar of ortho- 
dox Christian philosophy and not an 
esoteric success calendar. To those 
who have listened to Dr. Maier’s radio 
sermons the last description is un- 


necessary. 
W. H. L. 


Christian Faith 

Living the Christian Faith by Edwin 
Ewart Aubrey. The Macmillan Com- 
pany. 129 pages. $1.50. 

This little volume of four lectures 
was originally delivered at Eden Theo- 
logical Seminary. The subjects dis- 
cussed are “The Renaissance of Theol- 
ogy,” “Creative Leadership in Christian 
Faith,” “Dilemmas of Faith Today” and 
“Christian Faith in the American 
Scene.” 

The first lecture on “The Renaissance 
of Theology” sketches the eclipse of 
theology in the early part of this cen- 
tury. It describes the rise of humanism 
in the 1920’s and the rise of the crises 
theologies of the 1930’s. The dangers 
of the irrelevance to practical life of 
these new theologies are pointed out. 
The chances for religious leaders, at 
home in the practical tasks of Christian 
work, to build a relevant and vital theol- 
ogy are indicated. 

The second lecture, “Creative Leader- 
ship in Christian Faith,” deals spe- 
cifically with the ways in which the 
preacher-pastor and other religious 
leaders may help build a vital faith. 
Vital theology is what men live by 
and arises out of living situations. 

Five dilemmas of Christian faith are 
discussed in the third chapter: 1. Is 
the Christian life one of tension or 
peace? 2. Does Christian faith grow 
mostly by reason or faith? 38. Does 
modern theology have a place for apolo- 
getics? 4. Is the message of Christian 
ethics built upon individualism or col- 
lectivism? 5. Is God totally other and 


separate from man, or have we some 
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earnest of his presence in our souls? 
The last chapter deals with the ques- 
tion as to whether American Chris- 
tianity gives promise of making a sig- 
nificant contribution to the development 
of Christian theology. Important dif- 
ferences in our national and religious 
background from that of Europe are 
pointed out and is it hinted that Euro- 
pean theologies cannot be congenial to 
us because of these differences? Then 
our theologies will have to be indi- 
genous for “theology originates in so- 
cial communication of Christian ex- 
perience and this communication finds 
both its terminology and its pertinence 
in the social experience of Christian 


people.” 


Sunday School Helps 

Snowden’s Sunday School Lessons for 
1940 by Earl L. Douglass. The Mac- 
millan Company. $1.50. 

This is the first of the Sunday school 
annuals to reach us so it gets first 
notice in these columns. This particu- 
lar book was for a long while edited by 
Dr. James Snowden but, at his death, 
the work was taken over by Dr. Earl 
Douglass. The book has been known 
by its conciseness in expression and 
direct treatment. It has never been 
bulked with illustrations. This year’s 
changes include the enlarging of the 
page format and the inclusion of more 
material, including hints to teachers 
on the teaching of each lesson. The 
editorial treatment is vigorous and lib- 
eral. The emphasis is on the spiritual 
and ethical lesson rather than biblical 
criticism or text. 


Poems, Interpretative of Sunday 
School Lessons for 1940. Harry Trum- 
bull Sutton. 25 cents. 


The author offers an _ interesting 
variation of lesson interpretation. He 
uses one poem to discuss the significant 
point of each lesson. A few verses 
from the poem to illustrate the lesson 
for January 28 will show the technique 
used. 


He was the King, he is the King; 
No horse of war, but meek; 

Now would he be a thirsting sword, 
The blood of men to seek. 


Hosannas died upon their lips; 

The shouters fell away, 

When he called on the Jews to war; 
But called all men to pray. 


How awful was his instant wrath 
To see the poorest “bled,” 

Who only could buy little doves 
With sums that should buy bread. 


God’s Control by Samuel M. Shoe- 
maker. Fleming H. Revell Company. 
$1.50. 


This is the second book of “Sam’s,” 
as he is congenially called by his ad- 
mirers and readers, which deals with 
a whole new approach to the subject 
of the church from the standpoint of 
the message of the Oxford Group. 
While there is no mention of the group, 
except in the paper back blurb, there 
need be no apprehension of that sub- 
ject upon reading the text. Frankly, 
the approach is from the standpoint of 
one who has experienced what Nico- 
demus came to get but couldn’t under- 
stand. The necessity of the re-birth is 








basic to every facet of the consideration 
of the subject of God Control. It give 
the lie to those who say that the new 
emphasis of the group is “too anaemic,” 
and that “Moral Rearmament” is too 
easy and therefore trite. One who reads 
this book cannot but be impressed with 
the severe challenge for inner change 
and there are sermons included in the 
volume which would do credit to any 
period in history caught in the throes 
of spiritual revolution. 

Unlike “The Church Can Save the 
World,” this book consists of a series 
of sermons and many of them are not 
directly related to the theme. If there 
are still those who like books of ser- 
mons, this volume will comprise a very 
stimulating collection. = 

Ns 


The World’s Religions by Charles §S 
Braden. Cokesbury Press. 233 pages. 
$1.50. 

Dr. Braden in presenting his subject 
helps his reader grasp the meaning of 
religion and the reason for religious 
movements. He then discusses in popu- 
lar vein the religions of primitive 
people, their origins and characteris- 
tics. 

With this foundation the reader is 
led into the actual study of a repre- 
sented religion where the stages of 
growth and trends of the movement are 
carefully noted. 

How these religions satisfied man’s 
spiritual longings, and how they 
changed in passing years to meet the 
changing needs of man is presented 
by Dr. Braden in simple, clear lan- 
guage. The young or more mature stu- 
dent can easily grasp a knowledge and 
understanding of these movements. 
Pagan rituals, their meanings, their 
aims and colorful ceremonies hold the 
interest with vivid description. 

The summary at the end of each dis- 
cussion is particularly well done. It 
sums up in a clear, brief outline the 
creed and essentials of the movement. 
Modern trends are noted and the influ- 
ence of the religion on individuals and 
nations. 

The religions of Greece, Rome, North 
America, China and Japan are brought 
before the reader without prejudice, 
some long forgotten and now being re- 
vived. Brilliant word pictures are given 
of Hinduism, Buddhism, Mohammedan- 
ism and other great religious move- 
ments, while the chapters of Judaism 
and Christianity open up new pathways 
of understanding to all who read. 
From such a wealth of material and 
interesting historical background one 
can readily see why some kind of re- 
ligion has been the heart of every 
nation in the past. E. W. 
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Hundred Thousand 


Dollar Building’ 


HE pastor of this church, trained 

in architecture as well as in the- 

ology, had drawn the plans for his 
own church building in each of three 
former pastorates. 

He decided, however, on coming to 
this pastorate, and facing another 
building program, not to try to be his 
own architect again, but to call in an 





*Number two in a series of church-building 
plans, varying in size and price, in architectural 
style, in geographic location, and in denomina- 
tional affiliation. 


experienced architect from the outside, 
as well as a consultant. Thus he has 
been relieved of unnecessary responsi- 
bility, and has been able to devote his 
time and energies to the more spiritual 
functions of his ministry. 

The building presents an attractive 
example of a modified English Gothic 
of the clerestory type, with sittings 
for approximately five hundred in the 
worship-preaching room, and _ spaces 
for a church-school attendance of more 


than six hundred in forty schoolrooms. 


Underneath the large church room, 
there is a social hall with platform and 
kitchen. 

The financing has been arranged 
through cash offerings and _ subscrip- 
tions, and through an insurance loan. 
The early completion of working draw- 
ings and specifications will make pos- 
sible the beginning of construction by 
Thanksgiving. 

Personnel: Pastor, Rev. George G. 
Oliver, D.D.; architects, Lindner and 
Parks, Washington and _ Richmond; 
consultant, Dr. Henry E. Tralle, ed- 
itorial adviser to Church Management. 





A FRIEND’S BUSINESS GROWS 


For several years Church Manage- 
ment has carried advertising of the 
United States Bronze Sign Company, a 
firm which designs and makes bronze 
memorial tablets. In these years min- 
isters and church leaders, throughout 
the country, Hawaii and Philippine 
Islands have ordered memorials for 
church people, and varying plates to 
put on furnishings given by members. 

The firm, which is also known as 
Bronze Tablet Headquarters, has en- 
joyed steady progress, and is now mov- 
ing to 570 Broadway, New York City, 
with new offices and factory double the 
size of their previous quarters. 

Dealings with ministers are in charge 
of Thomas E. Bissell. As clergymen 


write in stating the general measure- 
ments and inscriptions they want, Mr. 
Bissell transfers their directions into 





Thomas E. Bissell 


elaborate colored drawings which are 
practically equal to the finished work 
of art. By thus extending a helping 
hand, the company has grown, while 
still making considerable savings pos- 
sible in the purchase of bronze tablets. 

Recent orders have come from Rev- 
erend W. Edward Watkins, Methodist 
Episcopal Church, Chambersburg, Penn- 
sylvania; Reverend Joseph Clare Hoff- 
man, Christ Methodist Church, Charles- 
ton, West Virginia, and St. Paul’s Epis- 
copal Church, Waco, Texas. St. Paul’s 
crdered a_ tablet with attachable 
nameplates, so that gifts may be con- 
tinually acknowledged. The United 
States Bronze Sign Company has an 
interesting illustration of a contribu- 
tor’s tablet, and will send a copy to 
any interested reader. 
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Transportation extra 
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. . On an order of 1,000 labels the printing will be 
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HE mid-week service is a present 

day problem. Many churches give 

up in despair and discontinue it. 
Others with a strong staff and much 
organization put on a big and valuable 
educational program. But the size, the 
plans, and the required speakers dis- 
courage an ordinary pastor. 

Here is a workable plan, proved to 
be very useful, that almost any 
church can employ. Do not wait until 
Easter. Use it as soon as possible to 
rally those who have grown careless 
through vacation periods. 

Sell one ticket good for four simple 
Wednesday night suppers for $1.00 
which can only be used by the person 
purchasing it. That will usually insure 
the attendance of that person. Single 
suppers are 35 cents. Fix a goal of at 
least 100 and use methods that will 
reach it. 

Each person can go to the kitchen 
to get his “plate and meal” and then 
take it back at the close. That will 
save tying people down to work. Each 
department of the church might provide 
a supper, being allotted 20 cents a per- 
son for expenses. The Sunday school, 
the Men’s Club, the “women” and the 
young people could officiate in turn. 

Remain seated around the table at 
the close and discuss various subjects 
or have the pastor give a teachful talk. 
Or different departments of work 
could consume ten or twelve minutes. 
Then secure a good teacher to present 
the authors, background and purpose 
of the four gospels. Broadway Temple 
will vary it this year by selecting four 
Old Testament personalities and study 
them in a way to get a clear picture of 
each one. 

Dismiss this group at 8:00 o’clock, so 
that they can meet other evening en- 


Minister, Broadway Temple Methodist Church, 


New York City. 





Three Attendance Enecouragers 


By Christian F. Reisner* 


gagements if they desire. Appoint a 
“set acquainted” or “party” commit- 
tee to take charge of all who will re- 
main after 8:00. We have found that 
all ages enjoy the old-fashioned games, 
many of which were played in youth. 
I saw a dignified group returning from 
Bermuda recently on the ship “Mon- 
arch” playing with great enthusiasm 
the old game of ‘‘Marching to Jerusa- 
lem.” Years ago I wrote a_ book, 
Social Plans for Young People, which 
has gone through 18 editions and con- 
tains 354 such games. Such a program 
melts out all frostiness and creates 
new friendships. 


Insuring Church Attendance 

We have had in recent years a great 
many every member canvasses by the 
men for finances. Why not organize 
one for just the women of the church 
to perform? They will succeed. Ask 
them to make a complete canvass of 
the membership for two purposes (1) 
to find any prospective Sunday school 
scholars or young people without a 
church home, (2) to secure wherever 
possible a pledge from the “members” 
to attend at least one church service a 
week, (3) to find any who have been 
estranged or have grown cold and why. 
These cases should be followed up by 
the pastor. 

A Men’s Communion Breakfast 

I was conferring with the Lieutenant 
Governor of New York State recently. 
He, while of Roman Catholic parentage, 
yet was growing up as a roving lad 
amidst the quarries of Vermont when a 
humble Baptist missionary interested 
himself in the boy and led him into 
that church. He is now a member 
of Dr. Fosdick’s church. Lieut. Gov. 
Polleti, as a-state official, had been at- 
tending a great many Roman Catholic 
communion breakfasts of 3,000 to 5,000 
men. He remarked, “Why is it that 








the Roman Catholics can have so many 
notable occasions and the Protestants 


have few or none?” That was an im- 
pressive request. 

Is there any reason why a local 
church could not plan a men’s and 
boys’ communion breakfast. We will 
try it this year. All the men and boys 
who are members of the church will be 
invited. They can bring guests who 
are members of some church. We will 
have a dignified, formal and deeply 
spiritual observance of the “Lord’s Sup- 
per” at 7:15 a. m. The sacrifice of 
rising early will aid its effectiveness. 
At about 8:00 we will sit down to a 
simple breakfast, self served by each 
man and prepared by the men of the 
church. At 8:30 we will have a brief 
address and then voluntary testimonies 
as to what “discipleship means to me.” 

It ought to be possible for five or six 
churches in a smaller town or in a 
neighborhood to unite once a year for 
such a service. We need to have more 
rallies for our men and with a definite 
spiritual purpose. 

Many are now planning “retreats” 
for young people and other groups. The 
R. C. secure, usually by donation, man- 
sions near the great cities and fill them 
with laymen for spiritual culture from 
Friday night to Sunday night. I have 
rarely had as many young people in 
my church. We have been fortunate 
in having a_ theological assistant 
who had a vital contact with God 
and the winsomeness to attract youth 
and open to them a spiritual vision. 
We have not dealt with the “youth 
movement,” with sex, marriage, talkies, 
and such themes. Our young people 
hitherto had an epidemic of such sub- 
jects. Most emphasis has been upon 
a known religious experience, how to 
secure it and express it effectively. All 
of many themes were related to this 
central current. 

One valuable aid lay in two retreats. 
One was held in the fall when the 
young people went in busses and cars 
out into the country for 50 miles. They 
used a closed summer camp. They 
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spent a full Saturday at such a ses- 
sion. They discussed various subjects 
with inspiring leaders in groups. 
They assembled for lunch and supper. 
The night meeting was a vivid conse- 
cration meeting. One year it was held 
at a nearby church and closed with an 
old-time altar service of real power. 
A similar retreat was held in the spring 
with a Friday night dinner for young 
people only at the church and closed 
with everyone kneeling at the altar. 
The sessions continued all Saturday 
afternoon and evening and closed Sun- 
day night. The young people made 
their own program and developed real 
leaders. As a result this fall nine 
young people went to college for the 
first time and two to secondary schools, 
some of them destined for Christian 
work and all compelled largely to work 
their way through the college course. 


NEW ATTITUDE TOWARD WAR 

This new day is forcing us to take a 
new attitude toward war. Amidst our 
feverish piling up of armaments, there 
is this encouraging feature: we are fac- 
ing, as never before, the fact that war 
is a deadly and damning thing; that it 
is so deadly and damning as to be the 
supreme foe of mankind. We have 
realized that, as horrible as are the 
brutalities that take place during a 
wholesale slaughter on the battlefield, 
this is not the greatest of its evils. The 
most terrible thing about war is the 








unmeasured tragedy that follows in its | 


wake. 
dealing shells that we fire when our 


More horrible than the death- | 


blood is hot, is the aftermath of broken | 


hopes, blasted ideals, lowered moral 


standards, wrecked economic systems, | 
blighted bodies, unbalanced minds and | 


damaged souls. With all these we have 
to reckon when the smoke of battle is 
cleared away. Surely it is hard to en- 


gage in a business so damning as war | 
and be a man of faith. From Sermons | 
from the Miracles by Clovis G. Chap- | 


pell; Cokesbury Press. 
IT STILL HAPPENS 

What was Jesus doing in those days 
of old? He was taking timid Zac- 
chaeus, and the materialistic, rich 
young ruler, mistaken Mary Magda- 
lene and cautious Nicodemus; he was 
taking simple fishermen, tax-collectors, 


carpenters and plowmen, and by the 
power of God’s great MEANING lift- 





ing them out of dullness, indifference, | 


or despair, and qualifying them to 
change the very course of history. 
The same thing is happening today. 
From the lethargy of futility to the 
zestfulness of meaning, men and women 
are still emerging through the power 
of Christianity. From What Use Is Re- 
ligion? by Elmore McNeill McKee; 
Charles Scribner’s Sons. 


| 
| 

















The Most Profitable Penny You 
Ever Spent for Your Church School 


A penny post card with your name and address brings you 
samples and full details of a plan which means— 


CLOSE TO 100% REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE 
FROM 15 TO 50% INCREASE IN MEMBERSHIP 


For these are the results you may expect from our simple, low- 
cost, but amazingly successful— 


Sunday School Attendance Plan 


That Does the Job It’s Meant to Do 


Builds up your Church School from two 
angles ... attendance and membership. 
Brings them in, and keeps them in. 


Utter simplicity and excellent psychology are the two factors 
chiefly responsible for the truly remarkable success of this 
plan ... which offers no gold emblems or material rewards of 
any kind. 


While created primarily (and used in the majority of churches) 
for all departments up to and including Intermediate and 
Junior Church, this plan can be (and is being) used, with slight 
changes, for the Church as well as the Church School, and with 
equal success. We will be glad to explain this to you upon 
request. 


The initial cost of this plan -is exactly one-third of 
one cent per scholar per Sunday. Four cents for 
twelve Sundays. 


For example: If 300 scholars participate, the cost will 
be but $1.00 per Sunday for twelve Sundays. 


Quite obviously, it pays its own way, for increased 
contributions, because of greatly improved regularity, 
plus new members, will far more than cover this small 
initial cost. 


The outstanding merit of this plan has been proven beyond 
question by hundreds of churches, and our list of thoroughly 
satisfied users is increasing rapidly each week. This sane, sound, 
result-producing plan will give you returns far in excess of your 
expectations ... from the very first Sunday. 


Today Is a Better Day Than Tomorrow 


CHURCH ATTENDANCE, INC. 


506 Dime Bank Building Detroit, Michigan 
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Margaret Slattery: Teacher of Youth 


It has been the privilege of Margaret Slattery to influence 

thousands of lives. In a peculiar sense she has been a teacher 

of American youth for more than a generation. This article 

shows her alert to changing conditions and the problems of 
our day. 


N amusing thing happened yes- 

terday. I went to a meeting to 

hear Margaret Slattery whose 
name is a household word in American 
religious circles. My job was to re- 
port her address for two of Vermont’s 
leading newspapers. With notebook 
opened and pencil poised, ready for 
work, I sat down to listen. After a 
while I got so much interested in what 
she said and how she said it that I 
actually forgot to take notes. What 
better compliment could be paid a pub- 
lic speaker? 

At the close of her message I intro- 
duced myself and then and there ar- 
ranged for an extended interview. 

How old is Margaret Slattery? 
That’s a hard question to answer. I 
heard one minister say he thought she 
might be fifty. Another old retired 
pastor, listening to the conversation, 
smiled. It seemed, he said, that he’d 
been listening to her all his life and 
his guess was that she’d never see 
seventy again. As for myself, I’m 
making no predictions but after an 
hour spent in her presence I should 
say Margaret Slattery’s in her six- 
ties. But how old she is is beside the 
point. She says if you’re interested 
see Who’s Who. Let’s get on with the 
interview. 

What are young people interested in 
these days and what in your opinion 
do they most need? Our friend from 
down Boston way has been talking to 
youth groups all her life and this, I 
thought, was a good question to begin 
with. 

“What boys and girls want to know,” 
said Miss Slattery, “is what life’s all 
about.” She told me about a young 
fellow who came up to her one day 
and with the frankness of modern 
youth wanted to know what this thing 
called living is made up of anyway. 
Why are we here? he asked eagerly. 
We came here without our will, he went 
on to say, and what have we a right 
to expect to get out of life? How can 
one go about making his life truly 
worth while? He was downright in 
earnest all right. 

As to what young people most need 
this well known religious leader was 


quite certain that it is sympathetic 
understanding. They badly need a 
cause, something to live for, to strive 
after. European youth have this. The 
Fascists and Nazis and Communists 
know how to capitalize youth’s desire 
to hitch their lives to something out- 
side themselves and Mussolini, Stalin 
and Hitler have given them uniforms, 
taught them certain ideas and given 
them a sense of importance. With 
trumpet, pageantry; through drilling, 
physical and mental, they have gained 
their ardent devotion. American 
youths, on the other hand, have no 
such rallying point. 


Suppose, I asked Miss Slattery, Ger- 
man, Russian and Italian youth had 
the multiplicity of interests young 
Americans had, suppose they had as 
many amusements and the miscellan- 
eous clubs, orders and societies to 
which they might belong, in that case 
would they be as interested in absorb- 
ing like sponges their various ide- 
alogies? She very much doubted it. So 
do I. If the young people of Europe 
had the price of a night-club ticket they 
probably would prefer to jitterbug 
rather than to sit and learn about Nazi 











Margaret Slattery 











By A. Ritchie Low 


salutes, Russian ideas or Italian colo- 

nial aspirations. 

Youth and the Church 

What attitude do young people now- 
adays adopt toward the church? Miss 
Slattery was quick with an answer. 
Modern boys and girls, as she sees it, 
do not fight the church, they do not 
speak disparagingly of it, what they 
do, by and large, is to ignore it. They 
simply are indifferent. She told about 
seeing a “snow-train,” loaded with 
eager, happy and boisterous youths 
leaving Boston station for the Green 
Mountains. It was Sunday but church 
and what it stood for was far removed 
from their minds. Nowadays the em- 
phasis, she is afraid, is on pleasure. 

But she doesn’t despair, nor is she 
greatly discouraged by what she sees 
and hears. What we have got to find, 
in her opinion, is a new technique to 
impart to growing boys and girls the 
fundamentals of the spiritual life. She 
is no believer in slogans or merely 
new ideas. Our great need lies deeper 
no matter what our age. The way to 
get youths to stay in the church is to 
give them a first hand religious expe- 
rience. Too many of us, quite apart 
from youngsters in their teens and 
twenties, try to coast. through life on 
the religious experience of our grand- 
parents. It can’t be done. Each needs 
one of his own. 

Another thing. Just as old General 
Booth remarked that he didn’t like the 
Devil to appropriate all the good, 
catchy, singable tunes so Margaret 
Slattery doesn’t like our letting the 
commercial interests exploit our boys 
and girls to make money. The “snow- 
train” idea, for instance, is a good 
one but up to now the idea of giving 
wholesome out-door recreation has been 
confined to the railroads and winter 
hotels and those in the skiing clothes 
business. Why not, she asks, have 
churches in these snow areas invite 
young people from the cities to come 
out and visit them and have a good 
time? Let snow trains be run under 
church auspices and in this way not 
only provide wholesome atmosphere but 
also increase the spirit of friendliness, 
both rural church folk and _ their 
friends from the city mingling free]; 
together. The idea has tremendous 
possibilities. 

Our conversation switched to church 
programs and I wanted to know how 
they could be improved upon. Miss 
Slattery said that once upon a time 


(Turn to page 168) 
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Yuletide Fires 


Here are plans for Christmas entertainment with a sprinkling of 
money raising plans. Yet the author rightly emphasizes the 
spiritual content of Christmas and the financial side is incidental. 





cost, reprint of the article. 





You will want to pass this one to the president of your women’s society. 


Don’t cut your copy of the magazine. We will be glad to send you, without 








SN’T it wonderful to be alive with 

Christmas coming to town? Life is 

never so joyous as in good old De- 
cember. Then strong or weak, rich or 
poor, fair or foul, the women of church- 
dom get trimmed down and keyed up 
for action. 

Yet how often and how fervently ut- 
tered we hear the term, “Never Again.” 
Tired, discouraged with successive set 
hacks, almost defeated, the zero hours 
which attend every endeavor find us 
through! This Time Finished For- 
ever! That’s the Last! Never Again! 
We’re Done! Just like that, and then 
—cutely slipping around the corner, 


comes a pleasant little surprise, things | 


are beginning to pick up, and By 


Jinks, we make it. 


to be in the game, no matter how 
strenuous, than to be on the sidelines 
watching somebody else. 
Action! Work! Service! 
Doingness! 
keep the blues away, keep us young 


and socially wholesome. And those too | 


are the qualities, when properly bal- 
anced with rest and recreation, of 


course, which change an occasion into | 


an event. 


So this Christmas let’s throw over- | 
board all our old disillusions (if we 
eternal | 


have any), prejudices, and 
oaths that we won’t hurt ourselves 
working for the church or anything 
else, and dig right in to making it the 


busiest, fullest, happiest season we’ve | 


Because if you sift 
memories 
only 


ever, ever known. 
through your’ Christmas 
since you can remember, the 


lumps you’ll find are the ones in the | 
vears when you didn’t do nuthin’ fer | 


nobody. do work like 
crazy? 
the stable with Jesus. 
always be some upon whose patient, 
willing shoulders the heaviest burdens 


fall. And the power that sings through 


What if you 


you as you spend yourself, and that | 
one moment of exulting which consumes | 
you as your endeavors bear their golden | 


fruit, and the radiant oneness you 
feel with the Herald Angels as you 





By Agnes Howell Montgomery 


work—Hark! There’s a Christmas gift 
from our blessed Lord himself. 

So let’s get into our working togs 
early, put our wits together, and heart 
to heart determine that this year the 
Christ shall not be left out of Christ- 
mas. Let’s plan all our projects as a 
personal birthday gift to that little 
baby who never had a cake nor candle 
but whose life is the light of the world. 

There was singing on the night he 

(Turn to next page) 





And once more we | 
learn that the only way to get any- | 
thing out of life is to put something 

into it, and that it’s always more fun 


Up and | 
Those are the things that | 


Remember there was an ass in | 
There must | 





Could 
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Use *100.00 
or more? 





Nothing ts Buy or Sell! 


Just save box tops of the large size package of Quick Arrow 
Soap Flakes and your group will receive 5c cash for each one! 
Church guilds, clubs, societies can raise quick cash for their 


treasury or charities. 


Everybody Benefits! 


You get 10% more actual soap, pound for pound, in Quick 
Arrow than in granulated, aerated soap powders. That means 
quicker, easier, sudsier washing for clothing or dishes — and 
easier on clothes and hands. And your church gets a cash income 


from every box top! 


FREE to Club Officers 


A large size free package of Quick Arrow Flakes to any club 
officer who will test its quality by trying it at home. Also com- 


plete details of church plan. 
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Yuletide Fires 
(From page 163) 


was born, wasn’t there? Matchless 
cadences of love. Radio activity sug- 
gests that those heavenly melodies still 
linger in the cosmos. Let’s send 
choristers out to try and capture them 
for Christmas. Like this: Suppose we 
have a possible twenty singers in our 
combined church choirs. Divide them 
into five groups of four. Drill them 
in Christmas carols until the words are 
second nature, then train them in ex- 
pression. Finally when they’ve cap- 


tured the spirit, send them out to the 


Fasy To Raise25.00 or More 
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Take your money raising and financial problems 
out of the charity class. Give donators value 
for their money, and they will give more quickly 
and more freely. Churches, Societies and Sun- 
day Schools find it easy to raise money with the 
“New Bank Plan.” A beautiful gold finish lapel 
cross (to be worn on coat or dress) is given 
FREE to each contributor. 


SEND FOR FREE SAMPLE AND 
PLAN 


Write at once for full details that 
make fund raising a success. You 
can raise any amount desired with 
this new plan. 


THE STELZ COMPANY 


267 West 17th Street New York 











Raise MONEY 
... Easily 


There is no surer, easier or more pleasant 
way to raise needed funds for churches or 
clubs than with the aid of our co-operative 
plan. Women everywhere accept Gott- 

schalk’s Metal Sponge as the foremost metal 
scouring device. They buy this time and 
labor saver without hesitation. A sale is 
made almost every call. In the past 20 years 
we have assisted thousands of organizations 
to raise money. We will be delighted to 
help you. Write for particulars. METAL 

SPONGE SALES CORPORATION, Phila- 

delphia, Penna. 
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shut-ins, the sick, the poor, to sing as 
the angels sang. 

Get your list from home department 
superintendents, doctors, welfare 
workers or interested friends. Let 
them notify the donees of an ap- 
proaching visit, and let each group 
choose its destination. On appointed 
days the five (or more as you may) 
groups going in various directions can 
call upon that many persons or places 
until all are visited. It would be nice 
to leave a little gift, according to the 
recipient’s taste. For the aged, or 
sweet-toothed, a food dainty, or sweet. 
For the sociable and capable, a quiet 
game, or puzzle. For others, a little 
book, pretty calendar or picture, a 
work, a rosebud. Just 
some little symbol of love and remem- 
brance. It takes only twenty minutes 
or so. Just a carol, a bit of poetry or 
scripture, perhaps a prayer, the little 
gift, another carol, and you’re gone. 
But, ah, the fragrance of your going, 
and the radiant content that lingers 
where you were. Would Jesus like that 
sort of Christmas present? 


It would be only fitting to put aside 
all church money-making events this 
season in honor of that humble one 
who lived so abundantly without 
money. Yet, if earn we must, let’s be 
content with what comes incidentally, 
putting first emphasis upon the spirit 
of giving and sharing, and the joy we 
get out of being with one another in 
his service. 


Entertainments and Parties 

If any group is looking for some- 
thing utterly lovely and spiritually sig- 
nificant to do and doesn’t mind the 


| work involved, let them try a Christ- 


FOR YOUR CHURCH—FROM NEW SOURCES | 


@100 of our REPLICA BANKS (shaped like 


your church building) or our CHAPEL BANKS | 


will earn from $600.00 to $1,000.00 per year 
extra income. Have been used for over five 
vears in some churches. EASY TERMS. 


| about. 


Write for free pamphlet on this wonderful plan 


HOME NOVELTIES CO., Box 375, Lebanon, Pa. | 


Send 25c for sample 





| 


mas pageant. Mildred Cook’s “Adora- 
tion of the Kings and Shepherds,” 
published by Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
Massachusetts, at 50 cents without 
royalty, is exquisite. With violins, 
chimes, pipe organ, flute, proper angel 
rebes and costumes, a good multi- 
colored spotlight—ah, you have some- 
thing there that’s worth writing home 
I’ve put it on eight times 
myself and love it more every time. 
In city cathedral or rural parish hall 
it works wonders. Just a hint or two 
that the book doesn’t give: Put the 
pageant on for two nights, Christmas 
Eve coming on Sunday this year is 
ideal. Place tickets in central locations 
where people can acquire them free of 








Attention Church Organizations—Funds for Your Treasury 


The Fellowship Circle Plan has proven very profitable to Hundreds of 
Ladies’ Aid & Missionary Societies, S.S. Classes and Church Auxiliaries. 


FOR FULL DETAILS WRITE 





4230 Old York Road 
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charge for either night. But let your 
supplementary advertising stipulate an 
anticipated quarter in the free will of- 
fering. Try to get your wise men’s 
robes through some prominent mem- 
ber of a lodge which specializes in ele- 
gant costumes, 

There’s a lot of work involved, yet 
simplicity in small churches is equally 
as effective as the grandeur procur- 
able in large sanctuaries. And while 
some initial expense must be incurred, 
the offertory receipts much more than 
cover it, plus the effort expended. The 
uplifting atmosphere created by this 
Nativity pageant is, I’m sure, incense 
wafting up to the throne of God. 

For lesser triumphs let’s descend for 
a moment to such trivial traditions as 
bazaars. Last Christmas time one of 
our girls’ classes cleared $50.00 on an 
apron sale. The Sunday before the 
event gay little paper aprons bearing 
their announcement were placed in the 
church school hymnals by the girls. 
They ordered their supplies from the 
Mary Emma Manufacturing Company, 
72 Second Avenue, Kingston, Pennsyl- 
vania. Pinned them on large bed 
sheets around the room, had a radio 
playing softly and served cocoa and 
crackers while the guests leisurely 
chose their aprons from a wide selec- 
tion. If interested write, direct, im- 
mediately for further details. But ac- 
tually for making a tidy sum quickly 
and easily without any artistic or in- 
dustrial complications, try crumb 
tarts. Here’s the recipe for four. You 
can get your orders in, organize your 
kitchen police, do one good morning’s 
work (deliveries included) and you’ve 
got real money to show for it. The 
profit is about 325 per cent per tart. 
The recipe can be increased or de- 
creased according to number required. 
Crumb Tarts 

Line four medium-sized pie tins with 
pie dough. Divide and pour into un- 
baked shells the following compound: 


% cup New Orleans molasses 

1% cup table molasses 

1 cup boiling water 

1 teaspoon soda 

Over the liquid sprinkle the crumbs, 
made as follows: 


3 cups flour 
1 cup sugar 
6 oz. lard 
Pinch of salt 
(Mix crumbs well) 
Bake at 375 degrees for thirty to 


thirty-five minutes. They sell at 
25 cents each. 

I am thinking in conclusion of an- 
other birthday party for the little 
Christ Child. This time it’s a candle- 
light tea for ladies and little tots, if 
the men won’t come. Children love 
acting grown up and this could be 
mother’s treat to them. Perhaps 


(Turn to page 166) 
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How We Use Slides 


By Chester F. Leonard 


Mr. Leonard is the pastor of the Vardy Presbyterian Commu- 


nity Church, Sneedville, 


Tennessee. 


He has, for years, used 


stereopticon slides successfully. In this paper he gives a picture 
of the definite programs used. 


ARDY PRESBYTERIAN COM- 

MUNITY CHURCH in Hancock 

County, Tennessee, thirty miles 
from the railroad in the mountains, has 
been using slides for over eleven years. 
During that time, we have collected 
over 4,700 slides that illustrate almost 
any thought that we wish to make im- 
pressive. These slides are on various 
subjects including Bible, history, geog- 
raphy, health, citizenship, and agricul- 
ture. Each has its place in the set, is 
carefully indexed, and is returned to its 
place as soon as used. There can be no 
piling up of loose slides. 

We have learned that too many slides 
can be used; but, if the slides fit the 
thought, too few are seldom shown. 
A few very good pictures that illus- 
trate the talks, songs, and Bible read- 
ings, are better than many poorly se- 
lected slides. 

Using the slides from prelude to 
benediction has drawn together a group 
in the evening that averages larger 
than the morning Bible school and wor- 
ship service. Our people come from 
three and four miles distance in order 
to be at meetings. Boys who are not 
interested in talks come. People who 
will not open their mouths in the light 
sing lustily with the slides. There is 
perfect quiet and the interest at times 
is intense. This does not happen just 
once in a lifetime, but has been increas- 
ing for eleven years every Sunday 
night from July to January first. Dur- 
ing the winter we do not have meet- 
ings because of the terrible roads and 
the long distances. 

There is a difficulty in the use of 
slides, in that, one must fit his talk to 
his slides just as carefully as he must 
fit his slides to his thought. That is 
where experience and patience show 
their importance. 

Slides will not work with every 
church but many churches are losing a 
rare opportunity in not using more of 
the beautiful pictures that are now of- 
fered. 

Besides the Sunday worship service, 
slides are used on Friday community 
night each week. These include cur- 
rent aspects; health problems; farm 
talks; conservation; citizenship; travel; 
or anything; that seems to fit the week. 
Again the attendance is large, even 
greater than at the Sunday services. 








In the community elementary school 
slides are provided once a week in 
Bible. This year and next we shall 
study the Life of Jesus, using Hurl- 
but’s Life of Christ as our general out- 
line. The next two years we shall 
study “The Early History of Our 
Faith,” using Hurlbut’s Story of the 
Bible. Last year we completed a five- 
year study of the entire Bible, using 
all stories and thoughts that we were 
quite sure would be of help to children. 

Slides, thus, help us bring together 
our Sunday and our grade school 
work. I cannot tell more about how 
slides work or why they do such fine 
service. All I know is that they have 
been of wonderful value 
eleven years. 

If there are any specific questions 
that you wish to ask I shall be glad to 
try to answer them. Or if any others 
wish for the information, a letter to 
me will be promptly answered. I know 
that slides are worth all of the money 
and time needed to make them useful. 
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Prelude: 
(Slide: 

Song Slide: 
west. 

Poem: Laugh and the world laughs 
with you, by Ella Wheeler Wilcox. 

Slides: Laughing Child, Verse 1; 
Sad Mother, Verse 2; The Doctor, Verse 
3. 


Day is dying in the west. 
Evening Sunset, colored.) 


Day is dying in the 


Song: Come, Thou Fount of Every 
Blessing. (Slide.) 

Slide: E’er You Left Your Home 
This Evening. (Used each Sunday.) 

Slide: Jordan River. 

Prayer: Silent, followed by one 
leading in prayer. Slide: Jesus at 
prayer. We have learned that some 
people look about during prayer; there- 











GET YOUR COPY 


Sound and Silent Catalogue 
Season 1939-1940 


A wide selection of exceptionally appropriate 
16mm. motion pictures for church use. 


VERAGRAPH FILM ; CORP. 


145 W. 45th St. N. 





to us for 








PLAY SAFE 
When Selecting Motion 
Pictures for Church Use 

The Y.M.C.A. Motion Picture Bureau 


347 Madison Ave., New York, N. Y. 
19 South LaSalle St., Chicago, IIl. 
351 Turk St., San Francisco, Calif. 














28-34 East Eighth Street 


Send for Your FREE COPY of 
“Motion Pictures in Religious Education” 


This up-to-the-minute booklet gives a com- 
plete directory of Religious Motion Pictures 
Many endorsed by 
The International Council of Religious Education 


We have for rental all the films of the Harmon Foundation 


ADDRESS 


RELIGIOUS AUDIO-VISUAL SERVICE 


Chicago, Illinois 

















Write for details. 





3 : 
|METAL-MAT, JUNIOR 2°x2” SLIDES 


At the urgent request of owners of projectors for 2x2” glass 
slides, our famous 


Bible in Pictures 


has been made available on this increasingly popular size 
stereopticon slide. 


We bind candid camera films. 


NATIONAL PICTURES SERVICE, INC., 228 E. 5th St., Cincinnati, Ohio | 
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to look at. 
Response: Song slide: Shall we 
gather at the river. 1 verse. 


Evening Thoughts: 
Slides: 

Jesus and disciples: 
Jesus sitting at well: 
Woman carrying jar: 
Jesus speaking: 
Samaritan: 

Disciples and people: 

Clear river: 

Spring source of river: 

Broad river: deep blue: 

Clean, easy to see bottom: 
Evergreen trees on bank: 
Dam in mountain stream: 
Overflowing river: 

Elijah, failing stream: 
Discouraged Family: 

Jesus: 

Jesus and Woman: 

Jesus with hands outstretched: 
Group at Prayer: 

Song Slide: 

Benediction: 


fore, we provide something worthwhile 


Woman arrives. 
Jesus asks: 
The talk of the two, Jesus and Woman. 
The Woman, talked about by men, leads a village to receive the Living Water. 
John: 
It proceeds from a never failing source: Lamb of God. 
The supply is great. 

A pure river fit for all uses. 
The river of life. 
How people work and pay to get water for bodies. 

When we have abundance we do not appreciate. 

When rivers dry up we know what they have meant. 

Rivers of our lives dry up in discouragement. 

He looks into heart to find good; others look to find evil. 

Sir, give me the Living Water; so that I need not hurry here and there to be satisfied. 
IF YOU KNEW THE GIFT OF GOD: Speaking to all today and always. 

Oh, Lord, give us that which is promised. 
Shall we gather at the river. 

Slide: 








CHURCH MANAGEMENT for December, 1939 











Bible Reading: 
man at the well.” 


Three slides including Jesus and dis- 
ciples coming to the well; Jesus and 





To illustrate: 
The arrival at the well. 
No jar or rope; but he could have made it come. 


He is answered: 


“Jesus and the Wo- 










the Samaritan Woman (black and white 

slides); Jesus and the Samaritan Wo- 

man (hand-painted slide—Herbert). 
Song Slide: ‘There Is a Fountain.” 






The one for whom Jesus was looking. 
IF YOU KNEW GOD’S GIFT. 


HE SHOWED ME A PURE RIVER OF WATER OF LIFE. 


No seasons of death. 


Jesus with hands outstretched in benediction. 





Yuletide Fires 
(From page 164) 


there’s a crippled child, a fatherless, 
or a naughty boy neighbor who would 
profit greatly by being your guest at 
the candlelight tea. Let the charge be 
very small, if anything, and keep the 
menu simple—tea or coffee, lemon, 
sugar and cream for the grown-ups, 
milk for the kiddies. An abundance 
of tempting sandwiches, some cookies 
in cute designs, a few nuts and mints. 
But use bridge tables, because children 
love to sit at little tables, and have 
the place fragrant with evergreens and 
glowing with candlelight. The music, 
vocal or instrumental, should be varied 
and gay. The program might include 
aesthetic dancing, or folk dances by 
talented children, a clever little sea- 
sonal skit, and perhaps a funny read- 
ing. But let the climax of the pro- 
gram be a Christmas story. Temple 
Bailey’s “The Candle in the Forest” is 
ideal. It apeals to all ages and has 
that mystical something about it that 
sends everybody away warm and glow- 
ing with appreciation of Christmas. 
Among other, less temporal things, 
the story has to do with “onions that 
are silver, and carrots that are gold” 
and “fa beef steak pie all brown and 
piping hot” with a sprig of holly on 
top. Beef steak pies aren’t hard to 
make, nor expensive. They’d sell for 


a quarter if they were ready as people 





went out—into the frosty air to have 


supper. 
I’ve tried to suggest ways and 
means of making money for your 


church or society which would create 
a Christ mass in the hearts of the 
people from whom you earn. But most 
of all I want to open your own heart 
now and light it with the season’s 
brightest fire— 
J-ESUS O-THERS Y-OURSELF— 
JOY! 





EPISCOPAL PACIFIST FELLOW- 
SHIP FORMED 


New York—Preliminary steps inthe 
formation of a pacifist fellowship 
within the Protestant Episcopal 
Church were taken here by a group of 
Episcopalian clergymen and laymen 
following a conference of nearly 200 
religious pacifists called for the pur- 
pose of discussing a pacifist plan of 
action within the church. 

The pacifist group will be under the 
chairmanship of the Rt. Rev. W. Apple- 
ton Lawrence, bishop of Western Mas- 
sachusetts. 

Bishop Lawrence pointed out that 
the fellowship represented “100 per 
cent” pacifism and was unreservedly 
behind the cause of the conscientious 
objector. 

Notice of ‘the formation of the Epis- 
copal Pacifist Fellowship, as the group 
will tentatively be called, will be sent 
to all Protestant Episcopal clergymen 





FREE FILM TO CHURCHES 

“Ca-Vel-Cade,” a talking motion 
picture on the history and manufac- 
ture of upholstery fabrics is now avail- 
able to church groups at no cost. De- 
signed to give the layman a practical 
knowledge of upholstery materials, the 
program is educational and non-adver- 
tising. 

The film covers the history, develop- 
ment, and use of upholstery fabrics. 
Sources of supply of the major tex- 
tile fibres are shown as well as the 
important manufacturing operations 
from the sorting of raw materials to 
the final finishing operations. Of par- 
ticular interest to owners of automo- 
biles and furniture is information on 
how to select fabrics that will give 
lasting satisfaction. 

The film is handled by a represen- 
tative of the Collins & Aikman Cor- 
poration who has all necessary equip- 
ment such as projector and screen. He 
carries a complete set of raw fibres and 
weaves. 

If you desire this interesting pro- 
gram for your group address inquiries 
to the Educational Department, Collins 
& Aikman Corporation, 200 Madison 
Avenue, New York, New York. You 
will be advised when a representative 
will be availabie in your city. 





in the country, Bishop Lawrence said, 
and a meeting will be held in Novem- 
ber to elect permanent officers. 
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Mortgage Burning Ceremony 


This service used by the Presbyterian Church, New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, was arranged by the minister Cordie J. Culp. 


MINISTER: Blessing, and glory, 
and wisdom and thanksgiving, and 
honor, and power, and might be unto 
our God for ever and ever. Amen. 

PEOPLE: Blessed be the Lord God 
who doeth wondrous things; and blessed 
be his glorious name forever and let 
the whole earth be filled with his glory. 


MINISTER: Thine, O Lord, is the 
greatness, and the power, and the glory 
and the majesty, for all that is in 
heaven and earth is thine; thine is the 
kingdom O Lord, and thou art exalted 
as head above all, and thou keepest 
covenant and loving kindness with thy 
servants, that walk before Thee with 
all their heart. 

PEOPLE: Now, therefore, our God, 
we thank thee; and praise th yglorious 
name. 

MINISTER: It is a good thing to 
give thanks unto the Lord and to sing 
praises unto thy name O Most High; 

PEOPLE: To show forth thy loving 
kindness in the morning, and thy faith- 
fulness every night. 

MINISTER: Being graciously pros- 
pered by the hand of our God in lifting 
the burden of debt from this historic 
church, which by his providence we 
have been called upon to do; 

PEOPLE: We now with joy in our 
hearts proceed to transform this can- 
celled mortgage, the symbol of our 
completed task, into the incense of 
prayer, and thanksgiving. 

MINISTER: In the spirit of grati- 
tude to our heavenly father by whose 
favor, inspiration and guidance we have 
been able to free our church home from 
all indebtedness; 

PEOPLE: We burn this mortgage. 

MINISTER: In love for our beloved 
church and in reverent memory of all 
those who by their services and sacri- 
fices down through the years have be- 
queathed to us such a valuable and 
useful church property; 

PEOPLE: We burn this mortgage. 

MINISTER: In grateful apprecia- 
tion of the generosity of the members 
and friends of this church, the earnest 
and fruitful efforts of its organizations 
and the untiring services and prayers 
of those who had a part in this under- 


taking; 
PEOPLE: We burn this mortgage. 
MINISTER: In grateful apprecia- 


tion of the spirit of unity, loyalty and 
sacrifice manifested by the whole 
church in this achievement; 


PEOPLE: We burn this mortgage. 
MINISTER: In genuine gratitude 
that we have been more closely united 


in the bonds of Christian service and 


comradeship in this enterprise; 





PEOPLE: We buru this mortgage. : 


MINISTER: In determination, with 


the help of Almighty God, to keep our | 


beloved church free from all debt in the 
future; 

PEOPLE: We burn this mortgage. 

MINISTER AND PEOPLE: We 
now dedicate ourselves anew to the 
work and support of this our beloved 
church and the extension of the king- 
dom of Jesus Christ throughout this 


community, the nation and the world. | 


PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING. 
CHOIR AND CONGREGATION: 
Praise God from whom all blessings 

flow, 
Praise Him all creatures here below, 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 





MORMONS CONDEMN WAR; URGE 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT 


Salt Lake City—The Mormon 
Church, in general conference here, 
went on record as opposing all war 
and demanding peaceful settlement of 
international strife. 

Members of the Mormon Church and 
Americans as a whole were also coun- 
seled by the conference to banish hate 
from their lives, to fill their hearts with 
charity, patience, long suffering and 
forgiveness. 

Following this plea J. Reuben Clark, 
Jr., a member of the first presidency, a 
former under-secretary of state and 
ambassador to Mexico, addressed the 
conference session with an appeal for 
America to remain neutral and retain 


her position as the peacemaker of the 


world. 





SAYS BILLY SUNDAY: 
You can’t shine for God on Sunday 


and be a London fog on Monday. 
* * * 


Give your face to God and he will 


put a shine on it. 
* * * 
I am no spiritual masseur or osteo- 
path. I am a surgeon and I cut deep. 
* * * 


The Bible says, “Forgive your debt- 
ors”; the world says, “Sue them for 
your dough.” 


| ecrdings or organ. 
| able. 
} tem 















ARE YOU 
SEEKING A 
LIFE WORK? 


Religious leadership offers 
a thrilling opportunity to 
serve humanity in a way 
that is basic and perma- 
nent. There always have 
been and there always will 
be religious leaders. To- 
day the church needs 
trained, intelligent, skill- 
ful men and women for 
her manifold tasks. For 
further information write 
to 
ALBERT W. PALMER, President 

The Chicago Theological Seminary 


5757 University Avenue Chicago 




















CHIMES 


FOR 
Your Church 


Write for new folder 
telling all about this 
new moderate cost 
method of making 
your church tower 
into an automatic 
carillon. There is 
no obligation. 
Automatic Carillon Music 

Modern system for amplifying, using special re- 
Many chime records avail- 
Can also be used for public address sys- 
anywhere inside or outside of building. 
Dignified and beautiful. An inspiring memorial. 
Write for free folder. 


SUNDT ENGINEERING CO. 


4737 Ravenswood Avenue Chicago, Illinois 

















Tue Tueopor Kunprz Co. 


“Craftsmen in Wood Since 1875" 


CHANCEL FURNITURE ¢ PEWS 
CHAPEL AND FOLDING CHAIRS 
SCHOOL FURNITURE 








CHURCH FURNITURE 
CUSTOM-BUILT 
Lecterns, Altars, Fonts, 
Rails, Pews, Chairs, ete. 
Fine Woodwork of All Types 
De LONG FURNITURE CORP. 


Sales and Factory at Topton, Pennsylvania 


Pulpits, 
Altar 














MENEELY BELL CO 


Y, NY ano 
220 BROADWAY.NY. CITY. 
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small churches for over a year. 


When Jesus Was a Boy 

When Jesus Grew Up 

How the Story of Jesus 
Traveled 


14 Beacon St. 
Boston, Mass. 





A MARKED SUCCESS IN THE FIELD OF LESSON MAKING 


The Bible Book for Girls and Boys 
A Series of Eight Texts for Third-Grade Primaries 
and First-Grade Juniors 
Most people like to know where they are going and how to get there. 
Specifically, most teachers like to use lesson materials which give the child a 
knowledge and understanding of important stories of the Bible, and which 


bring joy and the desire for Christian living in the learning process. 

THE BIBLE BOOKS FOR GIRLS AND BOYS have stood the test of practical use in large and 
Their success can be traced to the subject matter treated 
in them (definitely Biblical), and to the interesting methods of teaching introduced in them, 
namely, supervised class study and a variety of interesting notebook work, such as completing 
sentences, creative writing and drawing, and simple related activities. 


TEXTS NOW READY 


Two Other Units to Come 


Pupil’s Books, 20 Cents Each; Teacher’s Manuals, 15 cents each 
Send for Sample Copies and Introductory Literature 


THE PILGRIM PRESS 


al 


The Story Goes Round the 
World 

How the Rule of Love Works 

The Story of Joseph 


19 S. La Salle St. 
Chicago, Illinois 














Margaret Slattery 
(From page 162) 

we were very much afraid in this 
country of emotion in religion. Now 
we tend to go to the other extreme. 
Literature and the movies, she _ re- 
minded me, make great use of the emo- 
tions and why not religion? For one 
thing she would do much more to re- 
vive the religious drama; give the 
youth people, and older ones too, an 
opportunity to take part in a little 
pageantry. Life so many times now- 
adays lacks color and if the churches 
can supply this lack, and she is con- 
vinced that they can, then they should 
start right in to do it. 

When we met the war in Europe had 
only really got started and I asked the 
well known religious leader and writer 
what should be the attitude of the 
clergy in the circumstances. 

She threw up both hands. 
quite sure,” she said quietly, “that I 


“T am 


don’t know.” 
try to think things through for him- 
self so that his convictions, once 
formed, would be both deep and per- 
sonal. She had visited the Army of 
Occupation at the time of the Armis- 
tice, knew something of war at first 
hand but was never, she reminded me, 
what you’d cali an out and out pacifist. 
She admitted she’d never been as much 
interested in pacifism as in the re- 
moval of the causes of war. 
Youth and Marriage 

Have you noticed in your own parish 
the increase of interest in religion on 
the part of young married couples? 
She has. Again and again she has met 
and conferred with such groups all 
over the United States. Young moth- 
ers seem anxious that their children 


Each minister should | 


have religious training, so do fathers, 
and this is a most hopeful sign. Many 
of these young parents have been dis- 
appointed with life. They belong to 
the post-war generation, a generation 
that had more freedom than almost 
any other yet they haven’t especially 
enjoyed it and they are wondering, now 
that they’re approaching middie life, 
if the game was worth the candle. 
They want their boys and girls to have 
that which they now miss, hence their 
eagerness to have them attend church 
school and other services. 

Speaking of young couples I asked 
Miss Slattery if she believed in the 
state subsidizing those who wish to 
get married. You know how it is. 
Many a modern boy and girl would get 
married tomorrow if only they had the 
means. Italy and Germany have come 
forward and helped all such. But she 
isn’t especially impressed with this 
sort of program for young Americans. 
It might be all well and good for the 
dictatorship nations but with us it is 
different. She would rather favor the 
wife holding onto her job until they 
are in a position to have a family. 
She doesn’t believe in married women 
working where their husbands are able 
to support them but to give the family 
budget a lift, to make marriage pos- 
sible, she thinks it perfectly all right 
for the wife to keep her job. 


What about young people and mis- 
sions? Are they interested? Yes and 
no, she said. If missions are talked 
about in the abstract they aren’t, 
where missions are definitely linked up 
with life they are. She gave several 
illustrations. 

Mrs. E. Stanley Jones has had a 
lot of soap sent her way in India be- 


cause many in America have come to 
know her and to learn that soap is 
one of their biggest needs. A Baptist 
missionary in Africa had money for 
an electric refrigerator sent him by a 
Baptist congregation in Yonkers, New 
York, because one Sunday morning the 
pastor told the people about his need 
of one, how much it would mean to the 
mission and suggested that then and 
there they take up an offering. Before 
you could say Jack Robinson the deed 
was done and ere the parishioners 
winded their way home the money was 
being telegraphed to the other end of 
the world. It is this sort of personal 
touch that Margaret Slattery believes 
is going to keep the missionary move- 
ment alive. People, she will tell you, 
aren’t especially interested in budgets 
but they are tremendously interested in 
human folk like themselves. And unless 
we can get back to this personal sense 
of responsibility the outlook is going 
to remain just about what it is. 

It does one good to converse with a 
woman like Margaret Slattery, her 
viewpoint is so keen, so wholesome. 
She has a wholehearted belief in the 
church and what it stands for; an 
ardent follower of the Master she goes 
about doing good, speaking hither and 
yon a good word for Jesus Christ. It is 
her earnest conviction that he is the 
world’s only hope, she will tell you, 
that keeps her everlastingly at the job 
of trying to follow his steps in endeav- 
oring to make this a better world to 
live in. 





WOMEN’S GROUPS OF EVANGELI- 
CAL AND REFORMED CHURCH 
TO MERGE 


Philadelphia—Unification of wom- 
en’s organization within the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed Church took place in 
Cleveland November 1-3. 

Delegates from all sections of the 
United States attend-d the sessions. 
Representatives included the cabinet and 
board of directors from the Reformed 
and Evangelical branches of the 
church, presidents of district unions 
and presidents or vice presidents of 
classical societies and federations. 





ARMENIAN PATRIARCH OF 
JERUSALEM ENTHRONED 


London—The enthronement of Arch- 
bishop Mesrob Neshanian, who was 
elected Armenian Patriarch of Jeru- 
salem on April 19 in suécession to the 
late Patriarch Thorgom Moushakian, 
took place recently in Jerusalem. 

The cere mony was held in Saint 
James’ Cathedral, and all the Chris- 
tian religious heads in Jerusalem, lead- 
ing representatives of the government, 
and foreign consuls were among the 
guests. 















[- 
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DISCIPLES ADOPT WAR PROGRAM 

Richmond, Virginia—Declaring that 
the United States “can make its great- 
est contribution to world justice and 
brotherhood by remaining out of the 
present conflict,’ the international 
convention of the Disciples of Christ, 


meeting here, adopted an eleven-point | 


program on the duty of the churches. 
The convention urged the church to 
“disentangle nationalism and_ the 


Christian religion’; to resist propa- | 


ganda and hatred; to uphold its pre- 
vious declarations affirming the right of 
Christians to non-participation in war. 

The complete program follows: 

“1, The churches should give a pri- 
mary concern to prayer that God may 
lead the nations to pursue the paths of 
justice, good will and peace. 

“2. The churches should exert them- 
selves to the utmost to maintain their 
universal fellowship. 

“3. The churches should in these 


perilous days preach and practice the | 
gospel of mutual forbearance, forgive- | 


ness and reconciliation. 


“4, The churches should enter into 
the fellowship of suffering with the 
millions on both sides of the battle line 
who endure the privations and hard- 
ships of war. 

“5. The churches should resist all 
forms of the propaganda of hatred, 
especially since the use of such propa- 
ganda by official church bodies or by 
ministers, tends to give it authority 
and the sanction of religion. 

“6. The churches should disentangle 
nationalism and the Christian re- 
ligion. 

“7, The churches should work, in 
such ways as are open to them, to 


strengthen the will to peace, counter- | 
acting the spirit of vengeance and the | 


lust for power. 

“8, The churches should continue to 
stand for the settlement of interna- 
tional disputes by peaceful processes. 


“9. The churches should exercise | 


vigilance to safeguard at all times 
fundamental civil and religious liber- 
ties vouchsafed to all. 


“10. The churches should encourage | 
their governments to rise above the | 
level of partisan rivalry and animosity | 


and thus provide our nations with | 


leadership that will truly reflect the 


will of the peoples regardless of po- | 


litical considerations. 

“11. The churches should begin now 
to prepare the minds of the people for 
necessary international adjustments in 
the interest of justice and peace, and 
for some form of world organization 
in which the sovereignty of the indi- 


vidual states will be subordinated to | 


the requirements of the world com- 
munity.” 








































A NEW Help for Churches 
Fully Automatic @ Dependable @ Effective 


To churches in every circumstance, TOWER 
TONE brings the rich appeal of glorious chime 
music. 
TOWER TONE Electric Chimes are offered in 
a single packaged unit, are easily installed, 
simple to operate, and reasonably priced. 
Write today for our interesting pamphlet, 
“New Inspiration in Old Towers” 





SPECIAL XMAS CHIME RECORDINGS 


540. O, Little Town of 541. It Came Upon the 
Bethlehem Midnight Clear 


Silent Night The First Noel 
542. While Shepherds 543. O, Come All Ye 
Watched Their Faithful 
Flocks We Three Kings of 
O Holy Night Orient 
544. Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
Joy to the World 
10”-Doublesided — 1 selection to side Quality re 
cordings suitable for amplification or ord nary home 


and church use. 
Price 75c Each—$3.45 for Set of Five. Order Early. 














PENNE ERTONE, Inc. 





2 ZOIVERONAAV. NEWARK,N.J. 
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COTRELL and LEONARD 
Est. 1832 Inc. 1935 
398 BROADWAY ALBANY, N. Y. 


AMERICA’S OLDEST AND LARGEST MANUFACTURER 
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PRE-MARRIAGE INSTRUCTION 


~ Two booklets to be distributed by ministers and 
home advisers to those newly wed or about to marry. 

Part I—“MATING.” Thestory of sex. Sane think- 
ing about the physical and psychological adjustments 
necessary for a happy married life. 

Part II—“MAKING THE HOUSE A HOME.” A 
study of a home built upon sound social and religious 
principles. 

NEW REVISED PRICES—25c each; 5 copies for $1.00. 

EDITIONS Both booklets together in gift box. 50c. 
NOW READY CHURCH WORLD PRESS, Inc., Publishers 
616 East St. Clair Avenue Cleveland, Ohio 



















STAINED GLASS EFFECTS 
At Low Costs 


Through the use of “Windowphanie” plain glass windows 
can be transformed into rich, colorful designs. Easily 
applied. 

Ask for free samples 








65 Fifth Avenue Cc. M. MALZ New York City 
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PIPE ORGANS| [ aaa 
Chairs,Communion Tables ~~ 
AUSTIN ORGANS, Inc. Baptismal Fonts, Etc. 
Fine furniture at factory-to- ~~ 
Hartford, Conn. Church prices. State your vm 
+s De Moulin Bros. a Co. 
Inquiries Welcomed ae deed Gone Te 
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“Christmas” 


An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art 


9th ANNUAL ISSUE 
R. E. HAUGAN, Editor 



















full-page 
graphs, art reproductions in soft-toned colors, 


Christmas stories, articles, 


poetry, carols, legends and Yuletide observ- 
ances are skillfully woven together, producing 
not only an amazing value for $1.00 but a 
gift appreciated and long treasured by every- 
one in the home, 


72 Pages, 10%xi4, Enclosed in 
Full-Color Gift Box 


Paper Cover, $1.00 
ORDER FROM 


‘Augsburg!Publishing House 


425 South Fourth Street 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 


photo- 


Cloth Cover, $2.00 














UNION LESSON HELPS 


on the International Uniform Lessons 





are based 
squarely on 
the Bible 


Union Lesson Helps stand for and emphasize the 
foundation truths held in common by all evangelical 
Christians. Undenominational and uncontroversial, 
they car be used with safety in any Sunday school. 





Write for free specimens 


AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Philadelphia, Pa 


1816 Chestnut Street 

















CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
CHECK SHEETS 
For Program Building 


CHECK SHEET FOR OFFICIAL 
BOARD PROGRAM 
Suggestions of projects 
25c Per Dozen; $1.50 Per 100 
é 
CHECK LIST FOR 
CONGREGATION 
For a congregational referendum 
on church program 
$1.00 Per 100 
SAMPLE OF EITHER ON 
REQUEST WITH STAMP 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Auditorium Building 


Cleveland, Ohio 
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Plate Passing in Reverse 





By Willis J. Loar 


This church passed out money—for investment. The plan is good 


and appeals to the sense of the 


ERE is a good idea in church 

finance. It was tried by a large 

city church, and proved very 
successful; and I see no reason why it 
couldn’t be equally successful in a 
smaller church. In the case in ques- 
tion it was used to pay for the win- 
ter’s coal; but it would be equally fit- 
ting to meet any current or missionary 
obligation. I would term it “plate- 
passing in reverse.” 


On a given Sunday morning let the 
minister announce that, instead of 
“taking an offering,” they are going to 
“sive one away!” In itself this will 
create, as can be imagined, no small 
stir of excitement. Every member of 


| the congregation, twelve years of age 


and over, in attendance at the service 
that morning (and a special effort 
should be made to see that as many 
of the members are present as possi- 
ble), is to take a dollar bill from the 


| plate as it is passed, at the same time 


replacing it with a card, signed by 
their name. The taking of the dollar 
is not compulsory, of course, but I be- 
lieve you will find that practically 
everyone will enter into the spirit of 
the occasion. 

Having taken the dollar, the mem- 
bers are then urged to invest it, and at 
the end of three months return it, to- 
gether with any profits that have ac- 


| erued, to the church treasury. They 


are to “invest” the money in any way 


| they see fit; only making sure that 





each investment is as sound as possible, 
so that no loss will be sustained. 

The results, in the case of the church 
cited, were indeed surprising. Three 
months after they had accepted their 
original dollar, the members—127 of 
them—returned that dollar, together 
with a total profit of $477. Nearly 
$4 profit on each dollar invested! It 
was significant, also, that every dollar 
was accounted for. Some, of course, 
made more on their investment than 
others but the total was a real achieve- 
ment. 

How 
Some 


How may it be accomplished? 
are the investments to be made? 
of the members made candy and sold 
it, purchasing their supplies with the | 
dollar bill. Others could make pillows | 


' and fancy work. Still others could 
| make bakery 


goods. Or invest rod 
money in their business; or if in the | 


you need some extra money. 


thrifty. It may help you when 





country, in the farm. A dollar’s worth 
of seed would bring a neat profit dur- 
ing the summer. Actually, the ways 
and means of investing the dollar are 
as numerous as are those who may 
read this article. 


But another important question— 
How about the dollar bills to invest? 
Where shall I get them? It is im- 
possible, in most cases, for the pastor 
to provide them. Nor is it likely that 
many church budgets will allow for it. 
Naturally, the number of dollar bills 
you will need will be determined by the 
number of members to be present to 
take them. If the church treasury can- 
not supply the necessary amount, it 
should be possible to get some member 
or members of your church, taken into 
your confidence and sworn to secrecy, 
to advance the money as a loan, with 
the understanding that this amount 
will be paid back when the full amount, 
including the profits, comes in on the 
given Sunday. It might even be pos- 
sible, if this plan fails to materialize, 
that your official financial board would 
permit a loan from a local bank, with 
the same understanding. The plan will 
in nearly every case be a sound one; 
so it should not be too difficult to find 
the money for a three-months’ period. 


One further thought. While the 
whole plan can be carried out on the 
honor system, it will doubtless be best 
to put it on a business basis. There- 
fore, have small 3 by 5 cards prepared, 
with a brief statement that the signer 
has taken one dollar from the offering 
plate on the given date, and that he 
will return it, together with all pro- 
ceeds of the investment, on the date 
signified. Pencils should also be pro- 
vided in the pews for this purpose. Or 
you might prefer to print this message 
on small blank envelopes, so the money 
could be placed in them when returned, 
with a duplicate envelope for the 
treasurer to keep. 








Covenant Between Church and 
Its Teachers 
It Builds Understanding and 
Loyalty 
3c Each — 25c Per Dozen 
SAMPLE ON REQUEST WITH STAMP 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
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PLEASE, O PLEASE! 
Editor, Church Management: 


As a reader of Church Management 
since its inception and as a subscriber 
to it for a good part of that time, I 
have thoroughly enjoyed its excellence 
in the field of church administration, 
your stand on the church and taxation, 
your keen analysis of church trends 
and movements and certain featured 
articles from time to time. In all these 
areas it has been progressive, intellec- 
tual, optimistic and heartening. 


In the light of such a record, even 
an occasional bad editorial can be laid 
aside without disturbing after-thoughts. 
But your editorial on “The Way to 
Peace” constitutes one of the most re- 
grettable disillusionments concerning 
great church leaders I have sustained 
in a long while. You must have been 
tired and discouraged when you wrote 
it. Its compromises to expediency, 
contradictions and jingoism I might 
have expected in the daily press, but 
from Church Management! Well—the 
let-down was pretty steep! I turned 
back to Paul F. Boller’s page to read: 
“We get wars as long as we worship 
the God of War rather than the God 
of Peace. When war is resorted to, 
there is no hope for peace and secur- 
ity as an ultimate outcome. Quite the 
opposite! ‘They that take the sword 
shall perish by the sword.’ ‘Do men 
gather grapes from thorns or figs from 


histles ?’ ‘Shall Satan cast out 
Satan?’” And then I turned back and 
re-read your editorial again. And I 


wanted to weep with disappointment. 

To be sure, there are a few of the 
old flashes of keen analysis and spirit- 
ual insight in it; the impossibility of 
absolute neutrality; the hypocrisy of 
our neutrality-against policy; the wish- 
ing for the Allies to do a nasty job so 
we won’t have to; the desire for war 
profits without the burden of war; the 
providing of Japan with tools of de- 
struction while lamenting the fate of 
China and Germany’s need of help in 
reconstruction. But frankness without 
subtleness as a sedative for a guilty 
conscience!! And the historically naive 
belief that we can stop Hitler and thus 
“protect” the “security of religion” by 
out-Hitlering Hitler! Just where do 
you think “the safety of democracy and 
the security of religion’ are going to 
be during that conflict??? By what 
authority of Christ do you square up 





what you advocate ultimately with 
what almost every church has “offi- 
cially” pronounced about the nature of 
war? 
O please, Mr. Leach! Please! 
Albert Dale Hagler, 
Miami, Florida. 





DISAPPOINTING BUT, PERHAPS, 
PROPHETIC 


Editor, Church Management: 


I am so disappointed with your edi- 
torial on “The Way to Peace.” I had 
so hoped your pen would be used for 
peace, not war. But I read: “Hitler 
and Hitlerism....If they 
stopped without war, we are for that. 
... America will enter the war.” 

Unless I entirely mistake your 
meaning, you are using the exact rea- 
soning that I myself used twenty years 
ago. “Make the world safe for democ- 
racy.” “The war to end war.” “Send 
another army to Europe .. .” etc., ete. 

Since the dawn of history, Europe 
has tried the way of brute force: war; 
peace dictated by force motivated by 
revenge; hate in the hearts of the de- 
feated; preparation for another war to 
seek revenge; war; another peace dic- 


tated by force motivated by revenge; | 


and the long bloody circle, round and 
round, until Europe has about reached 
the place of ruin. 


And if we send another army to | 
again save democracy, dictatorship in | 


America. With our national debt now 
as it is, probably wild inflation. Why 
fight to save democracy when the fight- 
ing destroys our own democracy? Is 
it not time that we really tried the way 
of goodwill? 

I sincerely hope I have 
preted your position. But it looks to 
me that you are getting ready to beat 
the drums of war. And I am so dis- 
appointed. 

A. R. Grummon, 
Springfield, Illinois. 





LAYMEN LIKE LONG PASTORATES 


Editor, Church Management: 

A few laymen were gathered to- 
gether a week or two ago and were 
talking about the fact that too many 
churches were having only short pas- 
torates. In a spirit of fun they opened 
a copy of the state convention min- 
utes and selected at random the names 
of several ministers in rural sections 
who had been in their pastorates more 





misinter- | 





| 


| 
| 


a 


can be | 


171 


Debone& Delong 


Pormerly D€lsone Burnimure Co. 
{ * CRARCEL FURNITURE - 








1505 RACE ST.-- PHILA, PA. 
: Broun -BorhéK Co. Associates ° 








- Bethlehem - Penna.- 








Get CHOIR and PULPIT 
GOWNS the EASY MOORE 


way! 






Beautiful, fine quality 
Gowns, Surplices, Cas- 
' socks—now easy for your 
church to own under 
MOORE'S Plan. Write 
for Free Choral Apparel 
Style Book C56, Pulpit 
Apparel StyleBook CP56, 
Budget Payment Plan 156. 


E-R- MOORE CO: 


425 Fifth Ave. 932 Dakin St 
New York, N. Y. Chicago, Ill. 








Insist on the ORIGINAL. Forty 
Years’ Supremacy. Never 
Equalled. Condensed Thought. Di- 
gest and Text of Lesson. Attendance 
Record. Other Features. 
Flexible Binding 





35c Postpaid 


Fleming H. Revell Co., 158 Fifth Ave., N. Y. 








TWO SONG BOOKS THAT PROMOTE 
SPIRITUAL GROWTH 
Christmas Service Songs—A new, dis- 
tinctive book of 312 tested hymns. Ex- 


pensive in appearance, yet low in price. — 
Youth Hymnal—For Juniors, Intermedi- 
ates, Young People. A rich source for 
character growth and spiritual guidance. 
Write today for examination copy 
of either book 
RODEHEAVER HALL-MACK CO. 
Dept. CM-12 
28 E. Jackson Blvd., Chicago 
124 N. 15th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 








GET FREE CATALOG FIRS 
See our sensational low prices. 
120 different models priced to 


‘Ni meet your needs and pocket- 
book. 
GRAPHS $17.85 up. 
NOW! While prices are low. 


THE HEYER CORPORATION 


ACKSON BLVD e Cwicaco, fli 





915 WEST 











hurch Furniture 


omplete sets or individual pieces 

built to order. Communion Tables, 

Pulpits, Reading Desks, Baptis- 

mal Fonts, Pews, Pew Cushions, 

Altar Crosses, Collection Plates. 
Write for catalog 


@ KELTNER MFG. CO., 81 MainSt., Ashley,O. @ 
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ill “CHU 


The BEST of THEIR KIND 
WORKMANSHIP UNSURPASSED 


Outfitters to over 2000 schools, churches 
and seminaries. 
Write for catalog. 


Mc. CARTHY & SIMON inc. 


stableshtd /9/2 


7-9 WEST 36m ST. NEW YORK, N.Y. 






















SEE THE 


is. —- 
FOLDING—-AUDITORIUM— CHOIR — | 


AND SUNDAY SCHOOL CHAIRS 
VILL for Catalog and Prices 


PEABODY SEATING CO. 
BOX 7, NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 
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‘Furnishings and Supplies: 
CATALOG. FREE ON REQUEST 
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Send for Foider and SPECIAL 

OFFER at low prices. Glasses $1.00 

Dozen. Tray and 36 cosoneye 2 a> 

Beautiful CHROMIUM - PLATE 

Aluminum, Wood and Silver-plat 

Services. Collection & Bread Plates. Pastor’ s Sick Outfits, ete. 


Thomas Commr‘on Service, Box'210 Lima, Ohio 











Rob’t. P. Carsen Studios 
DESIGNERS OF STAGE EQUIPMENT 
Draperies, Curtains, Scenery 
and Electrical Equipment 
FOR PURCHASE OR RENTAL 
1507 N. Clark St. Chicago, Ill. 
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than ten years. They placed these 


| names on slips of paper and the name 


drawn out was that of the Rev. N. 
Johnstone of Ulysses, Pennsylvania. 
So will you please send him Church 


| Management along with the 1940 di- 


| rectory. For this we enclose $4.00. 


Peace” 


Men who feel that longer pastorates 
should be encouraged. 





ONE OF THE BETTER EDITORIALS 
Editor, 
Congratulations on the well bal- 
anced November issue. “The Way to 
is one of your better editorials. 
Raymond W. Albright, 
Reading, Pennsylvania. 


Church Management: 


LOW ZERO 
Editor, Church Management: 
“The Way to Peace,” 
Please discontinue my 


Your editorial, 
is a sad note. 
subscription. 

W. F. Hetzel, 
Tonawanda, New York. 





TAXATION OF CHURCH PROPERTY 


Editor, Church Management: 


I am glad to find in Church Manage- | 


ment for November, 1939, illustra- 
tions of the improvement in a church 
we counselled sometime ago—Presby- 
terian, Yellow Springs. I showed 
stereopticon views and outlined an im- 
provement program. It rather a 
mean situation due to the terribly large 


is 


window back of the altar. Your pub- 
lication of this should stimulate simi- 
lar improvements. 

Regarding your suggestions. that 


churches pay taxes. I am wondering 
what would be your suggestion in the 
matter of valuation of the property for 
taxation purposes? My thought is 
that while a church might cost $100,000 
its commercial valuation for any other 
purpose would be a much lower figure. 
If the valuation on church property 
would be on the land value for com- 
mercial purposes, perhaps there would 
not be so much objection to taxing 
church property. 

I never knew of a case where a 
church did not pay taxes regularly on 
real estate from which an income was 
derived, that is, real estate other than 
the parsonage or church building itself. 


| Do you know of any such cases? 


E. 
New 


M. Conover, 
York City. 





The Bible Cross-Word Puzzle Book 
No. 2 by S. K. Davis. W. A. Wilde Com- 
pany. $1.00. 

There is always an interest in cross 
word puzzles These which are based 
on the scriptures have not alone a 


recreational but an educational value. 
Splendid for an individual or a class. 








MORE ROOM! 


e@eProv ide 
your holi- 
day crowds 
with com- 
plete wrap 
storage and 
yet save 
space with 
this Peter- 
son portable 
rack, which 
knocks down 
and stores 
in less than 
2 square 
Feet of 
space. 


(¥) 











@ This sturdy, all-steel port- 
able wardrobe, Peterson “5-50” 
on rubber tired casters provides 
sanitary wrap storage for 50 
people with 50 individual coat 
hangers and checks and 50 di- 
vided hat shelves in two rows. 
Five feet long. Price delivered 
in black satin, chrome trim, 
$37.50. Choice of 16 beautiful 
colors, $2.50 extra. Peterson 
makes complete wardrobe equip- 
ment for every kind of 
use. Write for this 
catalog. It is free. 












VOGEL-PETERSON CO., 
“The Checkroom People” 
1835 N. Wolcott Ave Chicago 

















Christmas. An American Annual of 
Christmas Literature and Art Volume 
IX, 1939. Edited by Randolph E. Hau- 
gan. Augsburg Publishing House. 
$1.00. 

During the past nine years this an- 
nual has been developing into an Amer- 
ican classic. The purpose is to bring 
together the best of Christmas thought 
in literature and art, reproducing it in 
a book of color and spirit. This volume 
keeps the pace set by the earlier issues. 
There are several original Christmas 
stories and poems. Christmas articles 
include the story of the contribution of 
Johann Sebastian Bach to Christmas 
music. Some of the illustrations are 
original; but the reproductions of the 
classics interest this reviewer. Here 
are splendid full color reproductions of 
Correggio’s “Holy Night” and Ra- 
phael’s “Madonna of the Chair.” 

The Augsburg Publishing House is to 
be commended for the delightful litho- 
graphic reproductions which gives the 
book its final appeal. This Christmas 
annual will surely be appreciated in 
your home. 

WH. de 


The World’s Great Catholic Poetry. 
Compiled by Thomas Walsh. The 
Macmillan Company. 584 pages. $1.69. 

A new edition of the book originally 
known as The Catholic Anthology ap- 
pears in a new dress at a greatly re- 
duced price. There are few changes 
in the book. It presents the traditional 
Catholic verse though not all verses are 
by Catholics. The arrangement of the 
material is chronological. A valuable 
reference book for any study. 
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Church Activities Wall Roll 
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« | How Can Ameriea Accept the 
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What are we going to do about? 





A practical bulletin showing all church ac- 


| Write CHURCH MANAGEMENT a letter is handeomely printed in tints on a fine grade 





| : | rouse paper, size 1544x27 inches. There are 
| in not more than 600 words. Tell us your B fee ge are ag mye ag 
: - spaces for 31 days and each day has room 
solution. How can the churches lead | F ipmegeate the, ing and hour of ance ao 
tivity is provided for in proper place. There 
America to clear its conscience of war ma 
filth? | Price, $1.00, Postpaid 
: | Get your name on our mailing list and re- 
ceive our various special day catalogues. 
. P | Send f f 1 cata- 
> We will pay $15.00 for the best letter re- || Wage, “The Business ‘End of a Sunday 
5 s upon request. 
f : | er 
e ceived; $10.00 for the second best; $5.00 for | Hammond Publishing Company 
1- ’ | Dept. C. M. 
a, the third best. 125 East Wells St. Milwaukee, Wisconsin 











: Letters will be judged by their comprehen- DUPLICATORS 


t sion of the spiritual issue involved and the Stencils, Inks and Supplies. A complete line— 
GUARANTEED. Special low prices to church- 
es, clergymen, etc. Catalog FREE! 
MIDWEST SPECIALTY CO. 
4854-M Reading Road Cincinnati, Ohio 


practicability of solution offered. 








Letters must reach the editorial offices of 

: CHURCH MANAGEMENT not later than | Charles Svoboda 
January 10, 1940. Church Furniture 
6253 Mershon Street 
All letters submitted become the property Philadelphia, Pa. 


of CHURCH MANAGEMENT and may 


be published, should we desire to do so. | Stained Glass Windows 


FLANAGAN & BIEDENWEG 
229 West Illinois Street 

Address | Chicago, Illinois 

Designs Furnished on Request 















































CHURCH MANAGEMENT - 
| Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio \ Ze :JHAP cae ." 


i Write for literature. Address Dept. 44 
McSHANE BELL FOUNDRY, Baltimore, Md. 




















CATCH-UP 
ENVELOPES 


Keep your pledges and weekly col- 
lections up to par. Your treasurer 
will welcome this help in getting in 
past due amounts. Price, 75¢ Per 100 


CHURCH WORLD PRESS, INC. 
616 East St. Clair Cleveland, Ohio 

















H. E. WINTERS SPECIAL Ty co. 


415 Pershing Ave 








PULPIT& CHOIR GOWNS | 


Pulpit Hangings — Altar Cloths 
Bible Markers — Communion Linens 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Visit our showroom 
when in New York 


Me) ee 


131 EAST 23rp STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 











Established - 1857 


Ohe J. and R..Liamb Studios 


Rome - Office-and-Crattshops 


Ornaflp, N. J 
Stained - and -Lreaded- Glass -in-the 
best - traditions -of-Christian-drt 
Mosaics + Interior -Deroration + Murals 








CHURCH FURNITURE-— 


| Pews, Pulpits, Pulpit Chairs, eee” 
| Tables, Altar Vases, Altar Crosses, Bap- <4 
tismal Fonts, Folding Chairs, Sunday School 
Furniture. We allow for or sell your old 
equipment. | 
Catalogue and details on request 


| REDINGTON co., » Dept. B, ‘Scranton, Pa. | 
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8 PAYNE-SPIERS STUDIOS, inc. 


MEM(¢ SMEN 


STAINED GLASS WINDOWS 


BRONZE TABLETS 
ALS IN Ww MARBLE. PRON, MOSAICS 


ALTAR Ft RNISHINGS & DESIGNS SUBMITTED 








H CENTURY QUARTERLY; 


20 Thomas Curtis Clark, Editor 
or Better Teaching, Deeper 

Study, Firmer Faith. The leading Lesson 

Quarterly of young people and adults. 

Based on International Uniform Lessons. 
Sample copy Free. Write today. 


THE 20 CENTURY QUARTERLY ence. ciicaco,mm. 


Dept. cm Chicago, tll. 
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Carillon Dedications Reflect 
Definite Trend in Philanthropies 


N turbulent times the mind of the 

thoughtful man turns instinctively 

to the stabilizing influence of the 
church. He sees in the eternal values 
expounded by religion one of man’s 
chief hopes of defeating the forces 
which seek to destroy the principles 
and ideals of civilization. 


It is natural, under such circum- 
stances, that more and more persons 
of means should make their church the 
beneficiary of their philanthropies. 
Sober thought has apparently convinced 
such men and women that they can con- 
fer on their fellow-men no greater 
beneficence than one which brings home 
to them the genuineness of religious 
comfort as opposed to the despair 
philosophy of godless doctrines. 

Reflecting this trend in philanthro- 
pies, one company—J. C. Deagan, Inc., 
of Chicago—reports no less than five 
carillons dedicated or to be dedicated 
in a few months’ time— 

R. M. Calfee is a prominent lawyer 
of Cleveland. While his work is in the 
Ohio city, his thoughts frequently go 
back to his boyhood home in Pulaski, 
Virginia, and the influence of the Pu- 
laski Presbyterian Church on _ the 
town’s residents. As an expression of 
his sentiments and a contribution to 
the influence of his boyhood church, a 
carillon of ten tubular bells was re- 
cently dedicated to the memory of Mr. 
Calfee’s parents by the Rev. W. W. 
Arrowood, pastor of Pulaski Presby- 
terian Church. 

In Texas the late Cullen F. Thomas 
had long reflected on the power of a 
religious university to mould the youth- 
ful minds during a period when they 
are particularly impressionable. To 


add to this power, he arranged, before 
his death, for a carillon of 25 tubular 
bells to be installed in a stately cam- 


panile on the campus of Baylor Uni- 


versity, prominent Baptist school at 
Waco, Texas. 
Similar considerations are respon- 


sible for the carillon which now serves 
as the voice of the chapei in Lawrence- 
ville School, Lawrenceville, New Jersey, 
Allan V. Heeley, head master. The 
tubular bells are the gift of Martin F. 
Tiernan who, as_ president of the 
fathers’ association, was in exceptional 
position to observe the beneficial effect 
of spiritual inspiration on youthful 
minds. 

The carillon which now rings out 
from the belfry of Christ Episcopal 
Church, Ansonia, Conn. (Rev. Arnold 
Fenton, pastor) is William H. Jarvis’ 
gift to the cultural assets of his city 
and the spiritual well-being of its in- 
habitants. Mr. Jarvis is a long-time 
resident of Ansonia, a one-time sheriff 
of the county, and the only surviving 


member of the first Ansonia fire de- 
partment. 
The Rev. Bernard S. Via, Grace 


Methodist Church of Newport News, 


Va., has also joined the ranks of pas- | 


tors empowered, through the medium of 
a genuine carillon, to carry the mes- 
sage of Christ into the hearts and 
homes of the entire community. The 
carillon in his church is the gift of a 
prominent business man and his wife, 





and was erected in memory of their | 


daughter. 


| 
| 


There is something particularly ap- | 
propriate about the choice of a gen- | 


uine carillon to add to the beauty and 
influence of the church. Of all institu- 
tions, none is more concerned with 
basic principles and changeless truths. 
In keeping with those principles, the 
thoughtful pastor insists upon the 
quality of genuineness in every phase 
of his appointments and program. 











TRY OFFSET 


For Your 


Church Bulletins 
and Announcements 


Printing and Mimeographing 
produced at a nominal charge. 


Let us quote prices on weekly 
calendars. 


Our process makes an effective 
and lasting impression. 


Illustrations without cuts. 
Write for samples today. 


ARROW LETTER SERVICE 
510 National Building 
Cleveland, Ohio 











— FOLDING CHAIRS — 
Brand-New Steel Folding Chairs. 
Full Upholstered Back and Seat. 
Rubber Feet. Send for Sample. 

$16.00 a Dozen 


Redington Co. °s?* Scranton, Pa 




















OMMUNION WARE OF QUALITY 
In Aluminum or Silver Plate 


BEST MATKRIALS - LOWEST PRICES 
FINEST WORKMANSHIP 


, y ALS Send for Illustrated Catalog 
ghey th 0 GS ORR cr eee a MERE ye: 


‘INDIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE CO. 
ROOM 362 1701-03 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA,PA. 











Stained Glass Repairing 
Weatherproofing — Caulking 


We do the work at your church 


SEELE ART GLASS CO. 


5311 Union Boulevard St. Louis, Mo. 




















HEAMDOUARTERS 
o CHOIR GOWNS 


PULPIT ROBES + EMBROIDERIES 
HANGINGS * STOLES » VESTMENTS 
ALTAR APPOINTMENTS 
COMMUNION SERVICE 


NEW CATALOG on Request 
CADEMIC CAP « GOWN CO. 


821-23 ARCH ST. PHILADELPHIA,PA. 


















DO YOU NEED INSURANCE? 


Dear Reader: 

Please refer to our full page advertisement, 
page 81, in the Directory (July) issue of 
“Church Management.” 

Church Members Relief Association 
Indianapolis, Indiana 











USE PARTICIPATION CHECKS 
To help you give a CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
subscription to some under-paid minister we 
wll gladly send a participation check worth 
$1.00. This reduces cost of such gift sub 
scription to $1.50 : 

CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
Auditorium Building Cleveland, Ohio 
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; CENTRAL UNIVERSITY 
(estab. 1896) has enabled hun- 
. dreds of ministers to complete 
Te their university work by cor- 
respondence. Competent fac- 
ulty. Individual instruction. 


Reasonable fees Write for further 


, + information and catalog. 
. CENT 
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RAL UNIVERSITY | 


IRVINGTON, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 











Changeable Letter Boards| | 


Used By Churches For Over 50 Years 
HERE is a T & T Board for every ™ 
church use—Contribution Boards— 
Indoor Announcement Boards—Out- 

door Announcement Boards—Member- 
ship Boards—Church Hymn Boards— 
Sunday School Register Boards. 


The Tablet & Ticket Co. 





1005 W. ADAMS ST. 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 








BE READY for e 
+©pportunity! Classified For Sale and Exchange 





The Market Place for Men, Ideas, Church Supplies and Service 









Rate for Advertisements inserted in this Department: 


Five cents per word; 
Address Classified Department 


CHURCH MANAGEMENT, 






minimum charge, 75 cents 






Forms close 5th of month preceding 
Auditorium Bldg., Cleveland, O. 











CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
DIRECTORY FOR 1938 





New readers to “Church Management” 


| who wish to secure copies of the 1938 


Directory to keep a complete file of 
these valuable annuals as published may 
still secure them. One hundred copies 
have been made available (postpaid) at 
25 cents, cash or stamps. There is little 
duplication of material with the 1939 
volume and makes a splendid source and 
study book. Address “Church Manage- 
= Auditorium Building, Cleveland, 
Ohio. 





tric motor. Good condition. $300.00. 
Fillmore Music House, 528 Elm Street. 
Cincinnati, Ohio. 



















PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 








Research work for special addresses, 
sermons, papers, etc. Provide either 
synopsis with bibliography or complete 
paper. Terms on application. Give 
particulars regarding subject and 
amount of material required. Box X, 
Church Management, Auditorium Build- 
ing, Cleveland, Ohio. 

























INCREASE CHURCH 
ATTENDANCE 


Print Weekly Bulletins 
on EXCELLOGRAPH 
ROTARY STENCIL 
DUPLICATOR 
$21.50 UP 
2 
' 10c A DAY IS ALL YOU NEED TO PAY 
. Beautiful Descriptive Folder No. 10 Free 


\ 
7 








Or, if you have a machine, any kind, write 
for Supply Price List No. 40, ‘‘Excel-All’”’ 
Stencils, Inks, Minister’s Design Bulletin Man- 
ual, Tracing Scopes. Every thing you need 
under one roof. Name your machine and we 
put you on Preferred Cooperative Mailing 
List. Agents wanted. 
Perfect Post Card Stencil Printing 
Machines—$8.50 


PITTSBURGH TYPEWRITER 


& SUPPLY CO. 
336-A Fourth Avenue Pittsburgh, Pa. 














Bible Poster Stamps 7 


Attendance Awards That Teach 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL AND BIBLE CLASS 


96 Beautiful Stamps and Album-Send for Free Literature 


BIBLE POSTER STAMP CO. 2 


39 W 28th dt 





CLERICAL ATTIRE 


Too fat; sell cheap or trade nearly 
new Prince Albert, 39. What have you? 
Minister, 513 Ballinger Building, Saint 
Joseph, Missouri. 











DUPLICATOR SUPPLIES 





Mimeo Supplies. Quality Costs Only 
a Few Cents More. You can depend on 
the work turned out with Scarab Sup- 
plies. Lowest prices compatible with 
fine quality. Send for our special 


| church catalogue and no risk trial offer. 
| Scarab Ink Company, 713 Lafayette 


Building, Detroit, Michigan. 

Wanted—A minister in every locality 
to sell our duplicators, stencils, inks, 
typewriter ribbons, etc. Big discounts. 
Write for dealers’ prices. Centype 
Manufacturing Company, 145 N. Broad- 
way, Wichita, Kansas. 

Mimeo Supplies. Wholesale to Minis- 
ters. Money back guarantee. Ink, 85 
cents pound. Stencils, $1.60 quire. Ink 
and stencils sent prepaid when remit- 
tance accompanies order: C.0.D. orders 
sent plus postal charges. Send for 
complete wholesale price list. Agit 
Supply Company, 5603 Oregon, Detroit, 


Michigan. 





CLARIN COMFORT. 
; Means Attentive Audiences 
© 


CLARIN MFG. CO. 
4640 W. Harrison St. Chicago, Illinois | 








HYMNALS REBOUND 








PROJECTORS, SLIDES AND FILMS 




































Stereopticon Slides: Sermons—Lec- 
tures—Stories! Slides for rent and 
sale. Fine colored slides at 25 cents 
each. This is 50 per cent discount to 
reduce stock. Seeking the Lost; 
Prodigal Son; What Think Ye of 
Christ?; Yellowstone Park; David Liv- 
ingstone; Abraham Lincoln; Ben Hur; 
Other Wise Man; In His Steps; Sign 
of the Cross; Her Mother’s Bible; Life 
of D. L. Moody; Pilgrim’s Progress; 
Passion Play; Esther; Life of Christ; 
Any song you desire. Slides for sale at 
50 per cent discount from former 
prices. Christmas and Easter specials. 
Postal card brings complete list 
Standard Slide Bureau, Milan, Ohio. 


My Illustrated Dramas draw splen- 
Gidly. “Christmas Carol,” “Other Wise 


Man.” Peace dramas: “The Enemy,” 
“All Quiet Western Front.” 100 
dramas. Also religion and_ travel. 
Quality highest. Beautifully colored. 
Rates low. List free. Dr. Henry Rose, 


Box 644, Newark, New Jersey. 

DeVry 16 mm. motion picture projec- 
tor, model “G,” new (used few times). 
Extra equipment for auditorium projec- 
tion—fan, special lens, and two 300- 
watt bulbs. Original price, $123.00; 
will take $35.00. Rev. A. L. Miyat, 
Greenwood, Indiana. 





More and more churches are saving 


money by having their worn hymnals 
rebound by the Educational Bindery, 
| 1126 South Boulevard, Evanston, IIli- 
| nols. 
Inquiries welcomed. 


Your sample book bound free. 








d « CHOIR ROBES » 
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OFFICE MACHINES 














TRACT CASE 





Special Offer: Universal Tract Case, 


finest on market 200 selected tracts, 
$4.25 f.o.b. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Write Rev. Rings, North Baltimore, 
Ohio. 








Typewriters, Office Machines save 


up to half on Duplicators, Addressing 
Machines, 
Folders, Envelope Sealers. 
Pruitt Building, Chicago. 


Machines, Letter 
Pruitt, 15 


Adding 





Care ano Gown Company 





366 Fifth Ave. 


ORGAN 





New York City 
Columbus, Ohio 


Chicago, Illinois 


Champaign, Ill. 











For Sale: Estey two manual reed or- 


gan with pedal bass blown by an elec- 


WEDDING BOOKS AND 
CERTIFICATES 










A large line with distinction and 
quality. Color variety. Price range. 
Original designs. Send card for Cata- 
logue and Introductory Offers. Para- 
gon Publishing Company, 1120 South 
Limestone, Lexington, Kentucky. 
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Christmas - - Worship Materials 


Prepared by Leon F. Kenney* 


CALL TO WORSHIP 
Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 
which shall be to all people. For unto you is born 
this day, in the city of David, a Saviour, which is 
Christ the Lord. Glory to God in the highest, and 


on earth peace, good will toward men. 
Luke 2:10, 11, 14. 


INVOCATION 

O Almighty God, Who by the birth of Thy Holy 
One into the world didst give the true light to dawn 
upon our darkness; mercifully assist us in our 
meditation of Him, that, being delivered from 
wandering thoughts and from all dispeace of spirit, 
we may in Thy light see light, to the glory of Thy 
Holy Name. Amen. 


Players for the Christmas Year, 
Church of Scotland. 


OFFERTORY SENTENCE 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 


should not perish, but have everlasting life. 
John 3:16. 


OFFERTORY PRAYER 

The wise men saw the star and rejoiced with 
exceeding joy. And they came into the house 
and saw the young child with Mary His mother; 
and they fell down and worshipped Him; and 
opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, 
gold and frankinscense and myrrh. So may we, 
continuing the wisdom of the ages, open our 
treasures and offer unto Thee, O King of Kings 
and Prince of Peace, our gold, our prayers and 
our service for Thy Kingdom. Amen. 

Leon F.. Kenney. 


GENERAL PRAYERS 

A Christmas Prayer for a Troubled World 

O God, in Christmas starlight Thou dost come 
to us, not with an army with banners, not with 
sound of trumpets. Thou wouldst conquer the 
world and win our hearts, not by battle but by a 
Babe. We thank Thee for the story of the crowded 
Inn, the Wise Men, the Manger, the Star, the 
Shepherds, the Angels, the Mother and Babe. 
May this to us be a season when faith rises 
triumphant over doubt and distrust. How easy 
it is, O God, to be cynical in these troubled days, 
with wars and rumors of wars, international bad 
faith, broken peace pacts, intolerance, injustice, 
cruelty, and sordid manifestations of self-seeking 
and stupidity! In the midst of our disillusion- 
ment and misgivings, as we recall with shame how 
with the name of Jesus on our lips we have served 
the god of war, we look backward for inspiration 
to the first blessed Christmas, and then forward 
to the day that is to be, when from the gray 
shadows of strife and sorrow our war-weary world 
will pass into the Christmas light of joy and 
justice. This we ask in the name of Incarnate 


*Minister, Federated Churches, Blackstone, Massachusetts. 





Love. Amen. 
Book of Daily Devotion 
(Clark and Cram) 


For Those Who Weep at Christmas 
For those who weep at Christmas, 
From grief, or bitter loss... 
Who cannot see the Manger 
But find instead .. . the cross, 
Oh may their pain be lightened 
By that same healing glow 
That fell upon the stable 
So many years ago! 


For those who weep at Christmas 
When happy bells are ringing, 
Who cannot see the candle-glow 
Nor hear the carol-singing .. . 
Oh may the Peace and quiet 
That comes at Christmas-tide 
Fall softly on their spirits 
And in their hearts abide! 
Charlotte Newcomb Parker, 
In the Providence (R. I.) Journal—Christmas, 1936. 


A Litany of the Nativity 
For the manifold blessings of life which Thou 
hast showered upon us: 


WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

For Thy love manifested toward us in the 
incarnation of Thy Blessed Son: 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

For the spirit of peace and good will that fills 
the minds of men at this season: 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 
; For the Christmas joy in the hearts of chil- 
dren: 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

For the music and carols which carry abroad 
the story of the Nativity in such an exquisite 
manner: 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

For the resplendent colors and the charming 
customs proclaim Christmas in so pictorial a 
fashion: 

WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

For the delicate and intimate story of the Birth 

of Thy Son as found in Thy Holy Word: 
WE THANK THEE, O GOD. 

As the heavenly host was praising God and 
saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 

WE GLORIFY THEE, O LORD. 

As the shepherds went in haste to Bethlehem 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying 
in a manger: and there offered their humble 
adoration: 

WE GLORIFY THEE, O LORD. 

As the wise men from the east fell down and 
worshipped Him: and opening their treasures 
offered Him gifts of gold, and frankinscence, 
and myrrh: 

(Turn to page 178) 








HY continue to distribute printed matter of 
inferior quality or produced on a duplicating 
machine, when your church can publish a high 


class parish paper? The National Religious Press 
supplies parish papers, better in appearance and 
quality than national church periodicals, at amaz- 
ingly low prices. In fact even the smallest church 
can publish a local parish paper which will astonish 
the community providing our service is used. 


MORE THAN 400 AGREE 


More than 400 ministers have been using our service 
from one to twenty years. They all agree that there 
is no excuse for any church to distribute an inferior 
parish paper. Read what a few say: 

“Many people cannot understand how we publish such a fine 
magazine and distribute them free of charge.’’-—Rev. K. R. Torvik, 
Portland, Me. 

“Our Church Visitor is in its 7th year and is still meeting 
with hearty approval.’"—Rev. R. E. Gruenke, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

“Since distributing three issues of the Baptist Visitor we have 
had a 25 per cent increase in attendance.’-—Rev. Don Hook, 
Charleston, Ark. 


The Parish Paper Manual gives com- 
plete information regarding local church 
papers. 


FREE 












Send free of charge The Manual, sample par- 
ish papers, etc. 
eer) ee ee 


The 


NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PRESS 
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bringing in a flood of immigrants. But such 
action certainly is Christian and will lift the 
burden which, today, rests upon the European 
nations. 

Secondly, why can’t our churches definitely 
assume the financial burden of certain Euro- 
pean religious work which is falling into diffi- 
culties. Dr. Adolph Keller of Geneva, director 
of the Central Bureau of Inter-Church Relief 
suggests that the following need aid. 


In Paris there is the Russian Orthedox Acad- 
emy which has its professors to maintain. In 
Paris, also, is the Czech-Slovakian church which 
now cannot depend for help upon the mother 
church. There are hundreds of pastors in Tran- 
sylvania and France who are near the starva- 
tion point. There are churches in the Ukraine 
which need help. And there is constant need 
for families in Russia and in the refugee camps 
of the various countries. 

You detest war and will have no part in it. 
Here are some suggestions for social responsi- 
bility which may help to counter-balance the 
bad conscience. 





Christmas Worship 
(From page 177) 
WE GLORIF'Y THEE, O LORD. 





523 Ottawa Ave, Grand Rapids, Mich. 





Positive Program 
(From page 127) 
But they must be positive and constructive 
ones. The churches must offer some kind of 
a social program which, involves local sacrifice. 
This must be a substitute for war. What will 
that program be? 

First, why can’t the churches suggest and 
sponsor a harbor for refugees in America? Our 
doors are still closed to European immigrants. 
There are many objections, of course, to thus 


And when we, as they of old, call His name 
Immanuel, which is being interpreted, “God with 


phy 
° 


us 


WE GLORIFY THEE, O GOD 
THE FATHER, THE SON, AND 
THE HOLY GHOST, WORLD 
WITHOUT END. AMEN. 


Leon F.. Kenney. 
BENEDICTION 


Now unto Him that is able to keep you from 
falling, and to present you faultless before the 
presence of His glory with exceeding joy, to the 
only wise God our Saviour, be glory and majesty, 


dominion and power, both now and ever. 


Amen. 
Jude 24-5. 





ISSUES WARTIME PROGRAM FOR 
EVANGELICAL CHURCHES IN 
EUROPE 


London (Passed by Censor)—Dr. 
Adolf Keller, general secretary of the 
European Central Office for Inter- 
Church Aid at Geneva, has issued a 
four-point wartime program to the 
Evangelical churches of Europe. 

“We must not think,” Dr. Keller de- 
clared, “that the churches can prevent 
war. Their main task is not that of 
transforming the world, but of pro- 
claiming the grace of God in the gospel. 
But the church of Christ, nevertheless, 
has a practical task, too, in these days: 

(1) She can keep the bonds intact 
between the churches of all the nations; 
(2) She can avoid panic by her mes- 
sage; (3) She can prove her spirit of 
love by helping prisoners and the per- 


secuted; and (4) She can oppose hatred 
and teach the Christian doctrine of 
vanquishing hate by love.” 


THE HEAVY BURDEN OF A 
SELFISH SOUL 


There is an oriental story which 
relates the experience of a man who 
cried out of the depths of hell, making 
a plea to the gods for release. The 
gods asked him what good he had done 
in his life. All the man could remem- 
ber was that, while walking in the 
woods one day, he saw a spider and 
did not kill it. At once the thin, sil- 
very thread of a spider-web was let 
down to him in hell. Seizing it eagerly, 
he was slowly being lifted out of his 
misery. Whereupon, his fellow-suffer- 
ers, seeing him about to escape, 


clutched his garment and his feet, and | 


all were lifted up together. But the 
man fearing the web might break, 
cried, “Let go! Let go!” Alas, when 
they did let go, the thread broke, and 
all fell together. In short, the thread 
was strong enough to lift all together, 
but it could not bear the heavy burden 
of a selfish soul. From The Conversa- 
tions of Jesus by Frederick K. Stamm; 
Harper & Brothers Publishers. 








Put 
CHURCH MANAGEMENT 
In Your Church Budget 


A Necessity for the 
Orderly Church 
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BUSINESS IS PICKING UP 
SHOWS AND SHOPS APLENTY 


There is always something 
doing in New York... always 
good reasons for visiting this 
glamorous city...and always 
the same good reasons for 
’ staying at The Shelton Hotel, 
a GRAND, CENTRAL location. 
SENSIBLE RATES 


Rates—Single $2.25 to $4.00 
Double $4.50 to $7.00 


Includes free use of swimming pool 
and gymnasium 


SHELTON HOTEL 


LEXINGTON AVE., at 49th ST. 
NEW YORK 


Under Knott Management 
A. R. Walty—Manager 






















































HOTEL 


CLARIDGE 


“ Pr 





The Claridge 1s the only hotel in 
St Louis with tub, shower and cir 
culating 1ce water in every room 
A superior hotel offering splendid 
accommodations at ordinary hote! 
rates. .Two and one-half blocks 
from Union Station - convement 
to everything. . Beautiful Marine 
Dining Room serving finest food 


350 ROOMS FROM$2 


FREE PARKING 


LOCUST AT 
EIGHTEENTH 


ST.LOUIS 


MISSOURI 




















For a Florida Church. 
mail. 


All done by 
A photo guided our sculptor. 
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BRONZE TABLETS 


These Everlasting Works of 
Art express kindly apprecia- 
tion that encourages Church 
members’ support. 

We are the source of design 
and production so prices are 
low. We aid the Minister. 
Send Measurements and In- 
scription for a Free Drawing 
almost equal to the finished 
tablet. Ask for our interest- 
ing, useful literature. 


“Bronze Tablet Headquarters” 
Designers — Craftsmen 


UNITED STATES BRONZE SIGN CO.,570 Broadway, NewYork 
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ious, inspiring. 


manual). 


church architecture. 


standard equipment. 


manual models. ) 


Orgatron for you. 


SOUTH HAVEN 





No extra installation cost. 


Established in 









Consider These Facts About 
THE ORGATRON 


Produces true, natural organ tone... 


liturgical, glor- 


American Guild of Organists Specifications (double 
All organists are 
No special arrangements required. 


‘fat home” at its console. 


Designed specifically for church use. 


May be used equally well in churches of every size... 
whether they be mighty cathedrals or small chapels. 


Cloister style console which fits in perfectly with 


Original cost within reach of even the modest budget. 
Over 80% of all installations require no more than 
(Prices start at $595 f. o. b. fac- 
tory for the single manual, 


$1510 for the double 


Maintenance cost negligible. 


Proved unquestionably by use in hundreds of churches, 
chapels, residences, conservatories, schools, etc. 
The Orgatron representative nearest you will 
gladly demonstrate the various models of the 
Write us for complete infor- 
mation, literature and copies of “Orgatron 
World.” There is no obligation. 


Orgatron Division, Dept. PC 


EVERETT PIANO COMPANY 


- MICHIGAN 
1883” 








Church Gindows | , 


ILLUSTRATED PORTFOLIO OF 
NOTEWORTHY STAINED GLASS A. 
UPON REQUEST 


'Dittsburah Stained Glass Studiog| 


Cw Warden and M‘Cartney Sts. Pittsburgh Pa. J 






















» BHAA RS 

: e Pulpit 
i Paraments, Bible Markers, etc. 
Fine materials, beautiful work, 


pleasingly low prices. State your 


needs. 
request. 
1161 S. 


Catalog and samples on 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
4th St., Greenville, Ill, 
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The Quiet Hour 


the ppm Hour arena 


log No. 9186-JC, post 


for Daily 
Devotions 





MARKED TRAILS 









aoe —_— AND GIRLS 


Grace Sl] € has written a oo ook for 
: 7 ae i. eve SUPERINTENDENTS! peerme andicapsy achieve success and ly a 0 
wre see ss 2BE TEACHERS! A companion book written for boys by. Pran He 

e. Ea. 20c Here is a fine gift for members of your 160° page 


Contains: 
@ PRECIOUS 


370. page 


* 60c 


@ RELIGIOUS 
GREAT 
e BIBLE 
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TINY 












j +B . i 1d Ps perfe t ire book de k like a Bible 
| n extremely p heavily gol rinte in ory ees le type Ing ers in 
: er latec s r mid ze with litation leather Id edges A e gift Catalog 
Siz “ - : Ss v An in- No. 9697. J, postt said, each 20c 
— expensive, appreciated gift for a class. In gift box, No. 9698- J, postpaid, each . 25c 
: No. 3395-X, 
PE a és canst bw Sak ak ee eee Oe 14c 
In at y lots, per a iste. Sata tle . .$1.45 10< 
é 6 $ ~ 7 ~ I intity 1 i paid, per dozen . .$1.08 
vit = pecimen Only ‘ittanc . C pes 
saose burdeis. of Type s 45 ;  geiig DAVID C, COOK’S 
ND it came Postpaid “ itn —— 
made an a 
ate ly pom | 1940 CATALOG 
teach and to pre | 
ppgeE/e 
’ ry : . ; 2 . a. . 
The Intelligent Buyer’s Guide to 
Y ° | 
BIBLE | Economical Sunday School 
’ ° 
| 
upplies 
The zipper adds years to | 5 | | 
the life of the Bible ()) 
' This new Pe er eT 44 a P GES 
gives protection and assures Bible | 144 FULL PA i ray lalla 
of notes 0 or papers. W en penec A big new colorful catalog of sup- 
BR 71G «75/16 it Pag | plies covering every Sunday- 
Catal No. 7195-JB. B | school need. Over 5,000 items. j 
| $1 45 | A storehouse of information for HH] 
WITH LEATHE ae | every Sunday-school worker in 11] 
aes COVES |] every department. If you have not ” 
‘ Te S Sayings t re I ii t 
trated. 1 t t oe beeee iI] seen this beautiful new catalog, Se. : 
— : |] send for your free copy today. ,———iaarcrntiias 
No. 71492-JC, $2. 85 | 
= | 
. aid, 
: Any Name Stamped in Gold Free | SEND FOR IT NOW + he FREE! 
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class 


BIBLE 
@ SIMPLE SELECTIONS FROM 
BOOK OF THE BIBLE 

ILLUSTRATIONS BY 

MASTERS 

PASSAGES CARRIED DOWN 
THROUGH THE AGES 

@ PRAYER FOR ALL 
FOR YOUNG 


PASSAGES 









EACH 


OCCASIONS; 
AND OLD 












































